| CHRISTS" 
| CHECKE to Saint PETER be 
| for his curious queſtion, 


out ofthoſe words in Saint 
Tobn. Chap.21. verſe.22., 


What is that to thee? 
Applyed to this age and ſtate, ina fewe 


ſhors Sermons : which were 


Begun in Powles Church ; continued at 
Powles Crofle; and proſecutedelſewhere 
in an Honorable preſcnce 
11 London ; 
By L. B. Bachiler in Diuinitye. 
. Greg. Nazianz. S Cientie deſiderifi et ingquls 
fitro queſtions ( nifs timor Dei praceſſerit ) 


effranatos animos in preceps dacit. 
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Right. Rewgrend father. in- God, 
Richard;by'God hisprovidence | 
Lord Bihepo London,acar | 
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For as Lcabthe elder of mo ſiſters, <was | 

bleare-ey ed for the Ny 7 in her 46:29 3c 

—_ ſowas the : 

fyhted: freſov* the f jar9,ro wary, but it rg eNb 1497 

y wot clearely ro bir foe bebgld Chrif leſr, » 

but it wasa farre aff with Balaary: yet was ſbee 
Hg to the Godef hee lreaghe -_ 


The Epiſtle 


"then man 
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ntibs yo bends ber, 
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Rhod.an. tatisimaginemC uahd 
quer,ob, fp} Pnocſe 3 ce t 
Y2 5 cp.12 Hp; 0 TI wWarjon, And as 
mGen,xg Rahel the Comer as." well exedwerre beautte 
17 ful, yet" barren in ber ney and brought 
nGe.zg,z1 forth no children : 045 this 
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Of which getter a tiſſelarion ind 7 of true 
holineſſe, the lef cauſe'is not hab vane idle > | 
Curtſfitye ; whith at this diy the worlde [6 

much affettyin kirowledge. For the dixell © that Matty 
entious manWhith * would not hiowe the ſecede 3 Mag 3'v $ 
proſper uſed this ks his firſt entth to bring man ',s 

ro drſobediencegvhen he told Eve hat her*ejet” 

Gould bew opened aid that byknow. 3c 3,F '- 
ing all thing at aft ſhe ſhould be God-lhe & ._.___ | 
ſoÞ offerendo prohibirum,& #6rndo cofi- pe RR” | 
ceſſum, dum ponutm porrigit paratiiſu ſur-'4 gaub, * | 
ripit, brought hey to an exill match, to char > Damuliratin 
Paradiſe far an apple, ſoenento this day 

be aſſaults v1 ht efspring," For us the ſwnne in _,.,, , 3 

the firmament by his fluence in the heames, 1» | 
tranſFuſeth to the earth both Ins © light and © dPſa,19,5 
heatc:ſe hath this bright ſwene,the * ſane of : ya _ _ 
righteouſneſſe Chriſt jo rs, both his © worde.; 2» 


to enlighten vs , and 8 his ſpit to inflame gLuk,14 
—_ r _ the dro? 2 3.00} og 
rich Temple h were exctedms ſpaciogs | ___. 
and idol y enery one hi is ſoules TB "I 
eyes to receine his chearefyll light , with * ile 
humina meos oculos, Lord pine nee wider, 
Jones 4s the flower which from that pla- 
ver bath h1s proper name (God kraweth 14 at 
ave but few which opz therr ſoyfut hearts torn! 
tertainethe warme beate of h1rÞbI:ſſed ſirite, 


wit 


i Pla.13,3 


kP/:119,5 with * ytinam fig viz dirigantur mez. O that 
LLC mugbt once be made dereft Which cu 
PI om in the miniſtry tendeth no wates poſſibly to 
edification,it ingenders needelefſe queſtions but 

m Math. gets not ligelyfaith.For as in (brefts time, ® 
3 *3* the Scribes and Pharifies , whilſt they tithed 
| minte,cummin and aniſſcede,paſſed oner mercy 
| aHierom, ; 471d indgement> weig htie pounts in the law : [0 
| mepiſt de alſo inlatter times «Jum nugastenemus, & O- 
| fiir, inionum riuulos conſeRamur,iplum veritatis 
R—_ amittimus, mary whilſt they hens ſpent 

rot their howyes by the glaſſe , hut the yeares of 
their lines in queſtions of ceremonie, and but 
matters of circumſtance , haue omitted that, 
which Salomon axce ſaid ſpuld be both the ſuns 
dEcel 12, .nd ſwbſtance of apreacher,* to bidde the people 
13» feare God,angbeepe his commandements. And 

for the multitude , the children of the church, 

how much thus infirmitiepreiudiceth their hea= 

. .ring,that they follow nice ſcruples neglefting 

| greater duties, that one example of the Epheſs- 
* c AT. 19, ans may admonilh vs © among} whom it is ſa:1, 
4 "** the worde. of the Load did grom mightilic,and 
' 'through Pauli induſtrious preaching ,at length 

fA4 19. did muchprenatle, f bat not till the bookes of 
19. Curious arts wereburnt aud they which profeſ- 

ſed them had left thoſe ſtudies. Ifthen this cue 
rioſttiebee thas obnottious both to the prophets 
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Dedicatorieg 


and the people, that councell of I:ſus the ſonne 
f Syrack is requiſit for theſe our dayes, 8 where 
e bids 11 not ſeekg ont things which are tos 
bardand hie for vs, but looke what God in his 
Love hath commannde1vs , and thinks on thas 
with renerence to performe it , For aduauncee 
went of which rule Finenby thewiſe man, ha- 
winge of late time fallen into areproofe of thas 
fine , by occaſion of a ſcripture which I hand- 
led in Powles Church , which was part of the 
Gn appointed for that day , I haue concei- 
wed hope throwgh the mercie of our God, that 
by pub\-ſhing theſe exhortations, to which by 
ſome Thane beene requeſted, hee that hath all 
mens hearts in his handes, and windes them at 
bisjleaſure, as the Riners in the ſouth , willſo 
turns and guid the heartes af his people, that 
from hencefoorth they ſhall not with Martha in 
the Goſpel, cumber themſelues with things leſſe 
neceſſarie, but with Matic choeſe the beit part, 
that one thing which is requiſite , Inwhich my 
endenours toac compl! hs deſire, by the bleſ= 
ſnge of God wppon theſe fewe ſhorte Sermons , 
( which I ſend forth as harbingers to make way 
for othirs that Þ intend as motines in thy like 
kinde of moralitie ) I haxe thought it my dutie 
in al humble lowlineſſe , and obfoquion reuee 


rence, tooffer theſe the firſt fruits of my ſlender 
» labewrs, 


5 Eccl.3.2% 
33 
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The Bpiſtle Dedicatorie ; 

libours, arthe Churches due to your honowrablt 
good Lordſhip,unto whom ſpecially(next tothat 
Right reuerende and nt grations Lorde , my 
Lord of Canterburies grace, who for holyneſſe 
and learning, 1s our Ergl1ſh Churches plorie) [ 
doubt not , butall o f vs Hand boundin COnſCle 
ence to yeelde both entire obedience and renes 
rence « Wherefore not this onely , but my ſelfe 
for ener in all ſuch ſernices , I both ſ«bmit and 
commend to your Lorcſhip : for » home [ well 
not ceaſe to ſolicit God by prayer,that from this 
tabernacle, onwhich youwaite in this honoura- 
ble (tie(the Kings ſeat, the King domes beaus 
tie) there neuer may depart the two complet ta- 
bles of the bleſſed Teftament, nor the goldewpo# 
of the heauenty Manna or Aarons rod by your 
handes well managed. Andthus in all autie 
I humbly take my leane, from Clarken-wellthe 
28 of Cttober 16c0, 


Your honotable good Lordſhips moſt deue. 


ted remembrancerin his praicrs, 


LAWRENCE BARKER, 


To the Reader . 
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. i thoughpenned m pro- 
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Ze per termes with moſt 
>= & lugred eloquence, yet X 
#4 hath it alwaycsa harde 1 
_ and(harpdiſtaretullre- Ta 
lice:(for 2 peccaſſe ſe non 1u2unrur homi- L_ 
mes, at obrurr2ar: moleſte ferunt , though *"* |} 
blinne itſelte be [weet, cyer the chunks > Hebr.17< | 
of ſinne is bitter. ) Amongeſt all Offi. , c,,! | 
cers employed fora kingdomes well- 44 
fare, though none be more neceſlarie, 
yet there is none leſle gratious then 
the cenſout 'of our manners ( for that 
wasthe cauſe that Marous d Caro p quod 4 Gato ir 
de luxuria er anritia Romianorum ques oranone | 
ffs fuit, winultos cines:aduerſos habit. rag 
When he declaymedagainſt the riorts a Can 
and extortions of the Ramaner, was not riliuz. * 
fo well cſtcemed of byhis Citizens .), f, 


To the Reader. 
And in thoſe foure duetries which alf 
| 2, Tim.z, Diuines ſhould praQtiſe, < of teaching , 
FX confuting,inſtruQting and reproouing, 
| -$02%*-therceisnoneleflewel-come then thar 
i which laſte was named , for 4hab will 


hate Michaiah ifhee alwayes tell him e- | 


1 uill thinges. The conſideration of 
q which experimented truthes , hath 
made mee veriefearefull, leſtthelem 

firſt diuulged labours (which are alto- 


etting markes of reprehenſion vppun 
that ſinne of curioſitie)ſhould haue the 
ſlenderer entertainement in theyr 
handes which ſhall recciue them, 
Wherefore for theſatisfaQtion ofall e- 
quall-minded Chriſtians , I choughr' 
good inthis place topremiſea worde 
or two, both for the (ubieQ of theſe 
Sermons, the choyce ottheir Patron, 
and mine owne imperfeQ leauing of 
them without their full accompliſh- 
wes ment. For the firſt, [remember wharis 
Fpltolar. fayde of Dolabella the Confſull, thar 


Þib. 14.epi- | "WW | * 
pn though there was in him g ons 9 


FP mm, 
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uw ſpent in making obcliſces, and | 


At, A . 


Tothe Readers 
maduerſions ſeueritas , a maruailous 


ſtrict and ſeuere courle of his gouern- 
ment, whilſt hee was in office, yer it 
was non modo non inuidzoſa , (ed eriam 
popularis, © cum bonis omnibus rum infi- 
mo cuique gratiſuma , not onely free 
from taxation withthe beſt fort, but 
(which is ſtrange) verie gracious wyth 
the people. Atter which prelidentler 
me([be{cechyou)lo far preuaile with 
you,that 9. the detedling and re- 
proouing of this inhrmitie wyth her 
branches ( which nowe hath ſpread 
themſelues roo vniuerſally in the 
world)may (eeme alittle roo large and 
open: yet linceIaſlure my lelfe I was 
ledfirſtto this Scripture , by the blel- 
ſedguidanceof Gods moſt holy fpirite, 
and becauſe] may withall make vnfai- 
ned proteſtation , that in the handlin 

of this rext, I haue diſcharged my con- 


ſcience, without reference or impus * 211415 


tation to any mans priuate perſon, 1t 
would plcalſc you by your patience 
and Chriſtian clemencie, rather to ſette 

+ - 8 me 
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To the Reader, 


me ſtrike this imperfectis friendly, th& 
fil ro tuffer her with her precious 
balmes, to break & woiid the peoples 
heades. For the (econd, which 1sthe 
choyce of their patron which I haue 
made : thoughthere be a right Hono- 
rableand moſt woorthy Peereotthis 
Kingdome,towhom as daily Chaplain 
Iftand indi :tymuchobliged: yet with 
hisloue & fauorableleaue,me thought 
I ſhould conlecrate thele fit hruites 
of my ſlender ſtudyes, tothe treaſurie 
of the temple: amongſt whole ouer- 
ſeers, the graue and learned prelates 
of this Church , whome could Itinde 
more hitte to patronizethem,then that 
right Honourable and reuerend Fa- 
ther, the Lord Biſhop of this famous 
Citie, of whole exceeding worthines 
our ſacred Prince hath made of late 
time ſufficient intimation, by employ- 
ing him this laſt ſummer, inthat Hono- 
rable EmbaageatEmder,aboutthe af- 
fairesof this ſtate, with the King of 
Denmarke : of whole faythtulneſle and 
diligence 


Tothe Readey. 


diligencethis Citic hath had ſo ſweete 
(thongh thorte experience ) thar 
the, haueiuft cauſe dayly to intreate 
the Almighty,that he wouldlong con- 
tiaue amongſt them ſuch a painetull 
and watchtull ſhepheard : and laſtly, 
for mylelte, whoie priuate loue and 
fauour hath bound mee to him tur-e- 
uer, with my vttermoſt indeuors:then 
ſich a perionagelo gracious with his 
Souerai2ne,loneceharie tor this king- 
doine, and io fauourable to me pooce 
Leuaite,whom could | ſeek more meer 
to accept this dedication?In one word 
tor the third andlaſt, which ismy ab- 
rupt di:milsing of this dilcourle, with- 
out pertecting of the ſumme and body 
of the rreatile, I heldethis Textat the 


firſt ſuruey, like i the little veſſell ofthe !,Kin.r7, 


widowes of Srepra, in which perhaps 
Ithought there might bee found, ſome 
teyy (mall cruſes of a precious oyle:but 
whenl cametothe powring, of them 
out | found them maltiplyed, ſoas my 
lixe intended Sermons, were like in 

T3 the 


Torhe Reader, 


the ende to make a double quorientx, 
Therefore till the intermiſsiue howrs 
from my ordinarie ſtudies will (uffer 
me to impart the remainder to your 
pariece, I beſeech you vouchlate theſe 
your gentle acceptance, which it it 
ſhall pleaſe you to affoord and to alsiſt 
mewithyour prayers to the father of 
our Lord leſus for his ſpirit of protec- 
tion and direction to bee giuen mee: 
I willdayly (ollicite the ſelfe-ſame God 
of Iſracll, that by the (weete influence 
of his heauenly breathing, hee would 
= youallthrough this vale of mi- 
crie, rothat mountaine of telicitie, 
where your inheritance ſhalbea king- 
dome, and your crowne incorrupti- 
ble,where your inheritaunce ſhall bee 
the Supper ofthe Lambe, and your al- 
ſociates Angels,where your (cates (hal 
be thrones, & your mulicke Halleluia, 
Amen . From Clarken-well the 28, of 
October, 16 00. 


Yoursin our bleſſed Sauieur, 
L, B, 
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Faults eſcaped inthis Booke. 


Is the firſt Sermon, 
Leafe, Page, Line, Fault, 


SS Et 


laſt, for Plus vite Plus ſchols 
qua ſchole, quam vite. 
Marg, for [oh 11,14, CHat.11,14, 
1, forcontinge, 
In the third Sermon, 
4+ for yetcould mexer could 


23, forpleaſng, notpleaſing, 


4+ for ar, 
Inthe fourth Sermon, 


I5, forn auirror 
22, for Noe & Sem, Noe 
7. for forbid, - 


In the fifc Sermon, 


13. for tongues 
14. for volumus 
8, forindicatir, indicetiss 
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Cheiſtes checke to Saint . 


Peter for his curious queſtion. 
Qut of the 21. Chapter of S. Iohns 
Goſpcll,inthe midlt ofthe 


22,Verſic, 
What t that to thee ? 


FFFiHe five ſenſes of our bodie, | 
| Aſtarres of this leſſer worlde, -: 
&A Fg which * were ordayned fax  xporkas 
SEE ruſtic inveligones rsto the 18.4.5 
ſoule,ſhould be as the *fiue ſpies of the <p 3; 
tribe of Dan,to diſcouer vnto vsYczle. * — 
ſtiall Lachiſh which admits © no crou- clad,r$.7 
ble, and affoords allbleſ>ings, For ſuch 0 

is that mountaine of our eterval happi- 

nes, * Yb; nihil obeſt,nihil aceſt,nihil af- 4 augull, 
fluit nibil defluit;a place of moſt diuine, 

moſt vnſpeakable contentment, where 

no euil gas by lurking,nor good thing 

| lacking, nothing wanteth, nor nothing 
waltcth. 


Chriſts checke to $. Peter 


waſteth. And thus (though notby na- 
ture but by'gratious woonder) did the 
30 ſenſe © of ſeeing in Peter,” James & John, 
| eMe.174 pjuethema ſweete glimpſe of heauens 
j lorious kingdome, when betwixt E- 
14 and Moſes onthe mount with his 

Sun-bright countenance, and reſplen- 

1 dent obs they ſaw Chriſt Ieſus as he 
| was transfigured . And thus did the 
fAZ.9,r5 ſenſe of hearing inthat * cholen veſlell 
g£<<.12.4 Pay! , make the 8 quicke-diſcerning 
daughters of Muſicke before times vn- 
acquainted with ſuch heaucyly acccts, 
_ "* bpartakers of that language which they 

| ſpeake in Paradiſe,Bur I know not how 

| theſe officersof the mind ,though em- 
: ters Ployedinaſcruice of ſuch importance, 
Pataiinu Are Cueric oneſubiet,(as' Idlbertus 
4.1," hath obſcrued) rofiue corruptions, as 
9444. manieasthemſcluesare. As (omitting 
k tuliw thereſt,to inſtance in the ſight, *qui /e- 
Scaliger de neſcitprimmgwhich when the ſoule go- 
"own ;7 Ethtoreſt bids vs firſt god-night) eucry 
/e4.zz. oneexperimenteth itinthe current of 
s: 144.6: his life,thatthe twocies which * _— 
| C 


| 


- Canaan.By the ſecond thee erred cuen 


for his curious queſtion. 


be windowes for this clayie tabernacle, 
tolctin light y ſpirits gr ng en. 
as falſe doors receiue in intothe ſoule, 
for Vittis in animi" per oculoseſt visgni- _— 
quitic through the cie. lids can glide in- 
tothe heart. This made Duwid intreate 
God ® the builder of this frame,thathe *?/.:39.4 
would ſhut vp , or * keepe cloſe theſe ,,.,,, 
paſſages to his ſoule,leaſt otherwiſe va- 33 © 
nitie ſhoulde ger entertainment. Hee 
knew belike that which I muſt ſpeake, 
that this ſence maketh default when 
the eyc her o'gyauor, is cither wandring 
abroade, or wanton at home, mo 
forthings forbidden , or deuoureth all 
ſhee ſeeth, orelſe pricth too narrowlie 
anto hidden ſecrets. 

By the firſt (he failed*in Djn4h whoſe P0934! 
eyes were no houſe-doues , but muſt 
needes be gadding our of Succoth into 


11n Dawiathough ſo holie, whole eyes 1 L130 

' glauncing forth their beams on Beth-, , come 

ſhebas fair beautie,made their reflexion 2,4 

on his heart with hot burning luſt, ” 
the 


% —— 


Chriſts checke to 8. Peter 


thethird,ſhcee offended inthe firſt wo- 
man thatpoſieſther j who ſecing the 
IGe"; 3,6 fruit ofthe forbidden tree, * lonely ro 
* - theeye,audliketo pleaſc the taſte, lon- 
ged till thee was fingering that interdi- 
6ted fruit, and ceaſed nor, till beleeuing 
the diucls © 209 moriemini,tuſh woman 
build onwmy word, yeec ſhall ncuer die 
uGe.z,17 forit, ſhee made vsall obnoxious to * 
morte morieris,till ſhe had left a double 
death, as inheritancefor her offpring. 
By the fourth the ſ1ght-rreſpaſſed-1n 
* CMchan, the ſonne of Charmi, where 
xIM7,21 meeting with fo rich an obic asa Ba- 
biloniſh garmente, certaine ſhekels of 
{ucr,and awedge of gold, ſhe fo ſhar4 
\ pened theapperite of his dropſie-thir- 
ſting ſoule, that bur thartreaſure; no. 
br1S«m, thing could ſuffice her. By the fifttand | 
6.19. laſt way, ſhe miſled the men of ® Beth: 
ſhemeſh, whoſe cyes ſhee made curi- * 
ous to ſearch the holy arke, for whoſe 
leaſt crouch(though wel meaning )god 
« tearcfully {lue Y224,and which the ve- 


tGem 3.4. 


C35Jow, 


6,17 Ty Leuits, though attendant on the 
ſanctuary, 


for his cmrians queſtion. 
fnduarie, *were ftraightlie char 2 
they ſhoulde not darc Ha in #Nkg48 
And thus our.twa eyes { duo- magne - . 
laninzria ) the'Sunne and Moone of bPlavin, 
thisour mortal: eſſence which®*ſhould 7%** 
bee for looking Glaſfes. rov:out finfull | 
ſoule; in; which chey might conrem- 
plate Gods workes of wonder, as falſe 
Glaftes repreſent chem with-wanton 
phantaſics, wirhyolupruons-thoughts 
enroucous:dabrasz and: when -with 
bkymblc modeſtie:and conſtanrMedi- 
tatians,they ſhtwlde guido vs as* the <Maa,ry 
Eaxtredid the wiſamen in thebalt ; till : .; .-. 
wee come to hut Iclus himielfe ar ln 
Bechichem , whad: with vanitic ,-and 
whas:fgh cinmobtie: chiey miſleadeour = 
ſteppeRas: 6i&be. conduftatthehoſts? * 6, 
o4+ht\Aramntteninte the waddeſt of * 
yYamaria) amongſt our enemies -: Ag 
tis, 45 cIFnein; the eye. which 'is the 


myrsout of -the bodie : ſoit. is true 

19-Qur. 'ynderſfagding , which: 3s thee Ariforeles 
*£y8.of the ſouke' ». which when ju" <p 

ſhoulde-adyauncei {elle ro- heauenlie/ 
T1087 meditation 


" 
f 4 
4 . 
F 
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Chris checke to $,Feter 


meditation, becing mthe owne nature 

a ge in =- fleſh, * ut gemnne in _— a 

"17. - g eich precious pearle inaring ot goide, 

ardent and ann finnein the bodit ws ow 

axveidie. main carcere,asa wretched priſoner in 

a loathſome caue, is ſurpriſed and kept 

vnder ® by this earthly burden; &hin- 

dred (asthe cies) - with the ſelfe fame 

five impediments. Tolerpaſſetheteſt; 

as not ſo neerly allied ro Saint Petey in 

my text, for vaine curioſity in — 
knowledge, howe mnchit preiudi 

\;.* , Allfruitfull thoughts of Gods matt h- 

bt; lefieglorie,and ourendlefie bliſſez"inis | 

«efiri, vadoubredly certaine, 'that our knows 

ledge, which as a- ſparkle couecred'in 

the aſhes;by holy medications ſhould 

— E mts 4 -4- m_ 

till at lengrh by contemplation, it beea 

cleare. fire without 'ſtyoke, hath 'no 

reater enemics then thoſe*twb mon- 

crs, O/mm 6 cario{tarem, idleneſſe, 

and curioſfatie, . of thewhich the firſt 

holdesthe mind, leſtſhee blowe vÞpe 

thatſparkle, and rheother wy it, 

| | when 


hWiſ.g,1s 


. for his curious queſtion; 
nhen the flame is greateſt. Wherefore 
6ur Lord and bleſſcd Sauior Chriſt Ie- 
fus, who amongſt thoſe three kinds of 
defired good things , the * eternal, 
which is the kingdome of heauen, the 
internal}, whichas the righteouſheſſe 
therof,andrhe externall,which arethe 
things of this ife, would hauethe firſt 
to be moſt affefted; when hee found it 
indaungered in his beloued Apoſtle, 
by his vaine curioſitic in things of no 
moment , ſharply encountreth him 
withthis preſent checke, 2uid id ad te? 
| _ Any farre fetcht coherence ſhal not 
needefor this{criprure; being an cuen 
{ tcnour ofacontinued hiſtotie, recor- 
ding a dialogue: betwixte Chriſt and 
Saint Pezeryawhich when our ſauiour: 
had bidden Perer to follow him, hee: 
protraCting his obedience, and buſy- 
ing himſelfe otherwiſe, fella queſtio-' 
ning with Chrift,whar ſeruiceic would 
leaſe himto commandSaint Johnthe- 
loueddifciple,which queſtion as vn- 
ſeaſonable for the time. andimperti-. 


nent 


| 
x 
£ 
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| Laid id ad te? In whichſhort but thar 


Chrifts check? to B.Peter 
einenttorhe purpoſe; our Sautourts 
__ as becing too \curious , wh 
ling Petey. that concerneth. him por 


s 


reproofe that Chriſt:frameth. agaynit 
Peter, wee may naturalliefor the rexr, 
and: profitablic for this'age, obſcrue 
theſe forreparticulars>'Firſt the agent 
1n this texr,the perſon that ſpeaketh it: 
aid that is a foucraigne:Lorde, com: 
maunding dutic, and anfwered for. the 
time,norwatrobediencebut with ques | 
flions.Forifye luoke backe ye ſhal fn 


mike fic worde of this vertc, thatir is 
 Jelus that ſpeakerth this, euen the ſame: | 


which ſaid;Follow me;;inche 19.verie. | 
The ſecondeis: theattion, what this 
ent. dooth;y and that is aſharpe re- 
prodfe of Curioſtie; inwhich our Sa- 
wourcontenteth not hinv(elte tofay to; 
SaintPeter,as hedid to all the apoſtles; 
but with more-vchemencie repcls his 
queſtion. c/'Fot;,when-! they asked. 
him being atleruſalem, Lorg wilt thou 
at this time reſtore. rhe kingdome wn- 
fo 


for hu carious queſtion: 
rolſracl, hee anſwered, it concerneth 
you not, this is not for youto know, 
ſpeaking definitiuely without interro- 

ation:but here when S, Peter maketh 

is needles motion,our ſauiour ſpeaks 
carneſtly witha __ reprchenſion, 
faying not, this is nothing to thee, bur 
whats this cothee Peter, 2nid hoc ad 
te? 

The third thing is the ſubic of this 
reproofe,in which Peter ro Chriſt had 
bewraycd his curioſity: andifwe looke 
as narrowly to bis fact for the faults, as 
" y begger did afterwards to his hands 


for an almes,wee ſhall caſilie de ſcrie in m A®.3.9 


himthree kinds of curjoficie. The firſt 
for his knowledge, the ſecond for his 
care,and che third for his ation .. The 
firſt braunch ofthis ſinne is his inordi- 
nate deſire, to knowe more then that 
which god would reueale himzfor ſom 


things there be ® wherof God maketh a... 


releruation,and neuer diſcloſerh'them 
to the ſonnes of men , of which it 
becommeth not the ſaints to be inqui- 
briuez 
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ſitive; and therefore our ſauiour ſaith 
If I wil that he tarry,what is that to thee? 
The ſecond branchis his care inthings 
of no moment,negleCting inthe mean 
ſeaſon dewties of importance:for what 
werethe actions or pasſtons of S, 7ohn, 
his goingto the graue1n peace or from 
the croſle, ifit be compared with that 
obedience which the apoſtle did owe 
co our ſauiour Chriſt Ieſus? So that his 
maiſter might well ſaie, 2uid41d? what 
15 that circumſtance of lohns death to 


this ſubſtanceof thy dewtie,that need- | 


les queſtionto this neceſsarie office? | 


uid idad tezwhat ſtandeſt thou about 
mites, whenI commande thee great 
things? The third branch is his buſines 
in other mens affaires, forgetting the 
dutic that appertaineth himſelfe: for he 
inquireth not of himſelfe,butasketh of 
John; and therefore our ſauiour ſaith 
not, uid adrem, what 1s that to the 


purpoſc? but quid adte*this is an other 


mans cauſe Peter,if it muſt needes bee 


that this queſtion muſt bee anſwered 


to 


for his curious queſtion; - 

to ſome, it were more firtte that Tohn 
ſhould demaund it, but as for thee Pe- 
te r what doeſt thou medling ? 21d 
& te ? This concerneth not thee Pe- 
fer, 
Andtheſcare the three parts of S. 
Peters curioſity,which may not vnapt- 
lie bee better diſtinguiſhed by thoſe 
three words which the Grecians vic to 
intitle chis finne by, For firit ſome- 
times they terme it «wiomedaav A 
bootles loſt labour, and this may well 
agreetothe firſt part of S.Peters faulte 
in ſearching our Gods will which hee 
had not reuealed,in which his attempe 
is thereforefruſtrate. Sometimes they 

 callthis fin Teg&rgy1.ava neadles labour 

or paines beſides the matter , and fo 
(God wortes )was S. Peters curioſitie, 
whileſt he intended ſmall things omit- 
ting greater. Anothername they haue 
when thcy call ir 50\vwgaywoouny the 
buſic bodies faulte, the medlers in- 
firmitie. And this muſt needs agree 


to ſaint Peters treſpaſſe when queſtio- 
Þ2 ping 
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ning of faint [ohn, hce forgotte him- 
felte. Theſe therefore are the ſubie& in 
which the faulte was committed. 

Thefourth and laſt thing is the ob- 
ie ofthis aftion,the perſon on whom 
Chriſt faſteneth this rebuke; and thar 
was ſaint Peters,one that alway before 
was ſparing in his queſtion, that feared 
ro demand ought when others preſu- 
med toask;yet him Chriſt 'reprooueth 
with his 2u1d ad te? 

Of heſe fowre parcels of thisre- 
prehenſton,theagente,the ation, the 
obicte and theſubiecte, in order as 
they lye,and in meaſure for the time, 
And firſt for the agent. 

The partie which vttereth this de- 
merited reproofe, is no meaner then 
Gods ſonnethe worlds ſauiour Chriſt 
leſus, ® who taking Peter from the 
nettesa poore fiſher in the ſea, ro 
make him in the Church a fiſher for 
mens ſoules , ? had inſtructed him 
from heauen with his fathers ſecrets, 


q1-m1,7 and had 4 mightilic confirmed him m 


for hui curious queſtion. 
the faith which hee had giuen him,by 

working in his ſight ſtrange fignes and 

wonders . Of him therefore asa 

* prafte of his fathers planting, which */%" 8, 
hee had© hedgedin, digged rounde, (,,,7., 
and trimmed with ſuch induſtrie I ſay 
(not hee © expected grapes and gathe- **/9 5.2 
red bitter cluſters) but * hee looked for Mr. re 
pleaſante fruite , and (alas) founde *3 
nought but leaues on ir. 

For after thoſe * three yeares of xMar.3,r7 

Peters following Chriſt,from his bap- © V*" #; | 
tiſme in Iordan, to his ? paſhon art Ie- yi.18,15 
ruſalem, our ſauiour would now trye 
howe his ſcholler had profited , what 
progreſle he had made in his maiſters 
ſchoole,ifhee had caken out his leſſon 

from knowledge to obedience , and 
thereforeinthis p/ace he ſalutes S.Per ,,, 
ter, *not with Dui awres habet audiat ir © 
&c.Peterit thou baſt cares liſten well 
vnto me, I * am the Rabbi of the Tews, 
and the > doRtour of the gentils; but þ 1«.z,;> 
© Duimenseſt diſeipulus & che that o_ cMa,8,33 
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be my Diſciple muſt vic his feete, and 
with his croſſe muſt follow me; /equere 
we, ſaith ourSauiour, 
And how proued SaintPeter,was he 
- cunning in his leſſon?Vhen his maſter 
called him did hee ſtraight way followe 
him ? No (God cth) a raw ſchol- 
' ler, notreadie yetinthispoynte: hee 
yeeldeth nor due obedience, but firſt 
a andthen queſtioneth. Firlt 
epawſcthfor a while, and. Jooketh 
backe among(t his fellowes, before he 
ſerteth one foote forthro follow Chriſt 
on forward. | 
And whyſoS.Peter? | kneweſt thou 
dGent.?9, not the daunger, * for Lots lingring 
4 wife if thee turne but backe to Sodom, 
eL«9,62 Or © forhim that looketh homewarde, 
if his hand be at the plough once,how 
the one was turned into a ſenſeleſſe 
pillarof ſalte, and the other prooued 
[4 vnhitte to bee one of Gods kingdome ? 
\# Feareſtthou not the ſame Lord, whoſe 
; armorie is ſtill ſtored with dreadfull 
| ordinance to execute his ee 
X an 


for his curious queſſtion. 
and hath hisangels as well in the dayes 
- of the Goſpell,* ro ſtrike-dead proude f-Fr,:3 
Herod for his preſumptuous arrogan- - 
cie, as hechad inthe time of the lawe 

and the Prophertes, to 3 ſlay cruell g1.c.to, 
Pharachyfor his diſobedience,or tob kill [© .. 

fo many thouſands in the Afsirian hoſt? 1g, _—_ 
Howe dareſt thou then Peter make 
ſtande,yea buta breathing while?when 

Chriſt called thee forwarde, how durſt 

thou looke backward ? 

None but fleſh and blood can ſtande 
vp to pleade for him, reaſon onelic bur 
not grace muſt make his Apologie, Ir 
1s an caſte thing to bee a Cenſor, it is 
ſoone ſayde, why diddeſt chou it, but 
ts /ihic eſses aliter ſentires, not one a« 
mong(ta thouſande of vs, but would 
do as ſaint Peterdid. 

When it. commeth once to pernam - 
darmmi, Or penan ſenſu , that a ' man ; ;,»46, 8, 
muſte denie himſelfe, and take vppe a 34 
Croſſe too , that hee muſte forgoe 
ought, or endure ought .far the teſti- 
mgonie of Chriſt Ieſus , * 1fe ſerms k 1un6,6 
B 4 aur us 


[ih Chriftschecke to 8.Peter 
ig urs eft, as the Diſciples ſayde of ano+ 
cherthing , this is a ſhrewd Text, it 
| will winne but fewe hearers. For the 
j former of theſe two which is pens 
{1 damn: , to part with oughte for Gods 
I; canſe, manie can bee contenr,becauſe 
| | 7/4 tog Il tha' isone end of his bleſsing - , that 
ji 34 wee maie keepe his Statutes, and ob- 
[ ſeruc his Lawes)to ſerue God for wa- 
277 0 wes as ® the Diuell ſayde that Job did 
they will owne the Lordeforttheirs, if 
they maic indent vppon conditi- 
ons, in ſuch wortdes as ® 7acobdid viter 
n cen, 28 25 2yowe, it hee will finde them breade 
23 cocate, and cloathes toput on, iffronm 
time to time hee will famiſh. them 
with neceſlaries : bur if it come once 
to a parting blowe berweene vs and 
Mu.s.r, Ourriches , that * becauſe the Gaters 
m0-7* narrowe where we muſt follow Chriſt 
pMar,, rt ? that ſtouped lowe, wee muſt there- 


ft 39 forecaſt away theearthlie loade that 
| ks,Tm, burdenerh vs, then *with Demas fare- 
| xo well Chiift,'yee muſt walke alone fir, 
[) Bos we 


for his curious queſtion. 
weewillnotleauethe worldes treaſure, 
no not for the worlds redeemer , if 
none but theſe muſte bee Articles of 
Chriſtes calling and our comming, the 
greateit parte with the young man 
ſpoken# of in the Goſpell, with ſadde 
hearts and drouping heades will turne ! Mas. 19, 
away and looke backewards. , 

And for -the m—_—__ cheſe -q 4s 
(which is px /enſus, enduring ought, 
or ſuffering in the quarrellof A hiph: 
eſt) if with Hama * wee might bee cal-: nef.s,x 
ledro Heftersiunkers, * or with Chriſt vlom, 2,4 
himſelf ro the marriage at Cana,O rhat 
were excellent, thatwoulde right firre 
onr natures, tothe banquerofaQueen, 
or the wedding ofa bride, whatmeſſen- 
ger could call vs but we wortld ſtraight 
way follow him? | 
| Butifwe ec offered at Gods hand* , ,,;,, x 
not the redde Wine of promotion, but 
'the bloodie cnppe of Chriſtes bitter y Men.z 6, 
paſsion,ſuch a *feaſt as S. Paul was in- 3? a 
uited to for his welcome, *<Ewirh the jeg 
lonnes of Jebeder , wee had rather »0 
bee 


' 
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batank.r; bee in his Kingdome , wee * willpre- 
[ 


ſently complaine that the Sunne of trj- 
bulation, ſcorcheth too hote in thoſe 
holieclimates, it will make vs giue a» 

gaine as men offended ar it. Theſame 

cauſe wrought in Peter his delaying 
turnebacke , and made him pawlc, 

- whenour ſauiour called him. For atthe 

© ſea of Galilie when Chriſt allotted 
M4412 him with ſequere me toan honourable 
vir ſcrip, Apoltleſhippe, to be.a © woorthic lea- 
V4.3,.ap,7 der of his militaric forces , © a Bell. 
wine, * weather of his flocke , the ſheepe of 
f M4:4,20 his paſture, *then adew all fiſhnertes, 
preſentlic hee followed him: bur if ar 

rhn.21,7 the Sea of Tibcrias the ſame Chriſt 
,0n 31, appoynt him , with Followe mee againe 
; to a paincfull Martyrſhippe, * where 
hee thallnot vyrde himlelſe. but giue 


others leaue to doc it, where hee (hall 
not goe at libertic , but bee ledde to 
oom_ tormentes, when his bodye 

all bee gyrded with Coardes and 
 Chaynesin, and his handes and feete 


ſhall bee faſtened toa Croſle, it is na 
MmaTr- 


| 


for hus curious queſtion. 
maruaile if heelinger, it is no ſtrange 
thing if hee —__ backe . And this 
maicreaſon alledee, but it is but car- 
nall wiſedome, for Peter: firſt default 
in his leſſon of obdience : to witte, 
when Chriſt called him, howe durſt 
heeſtande to looke backe ? Becauſe 
it was achargeof ſo horte a ſervice. 
Andithis becauſe it pleaſed Chriſt* 
Gods eternall wiſedome,graciouſlie to 
paſſe ouer with ſo gentle (ilence , let 
not vs be too ſtreight in our animad- 
uerſians, | 
| Butc* cundiitionem & cyrioſitatem 
importat hec queſtio, as * one bath ob- kYilew 
ſerued vppon his woordes inthis Goſ- (5 ® 
ell: Saint Peer becing poſed/in his * 
ellon of obedience, was tounde tar- 
die in his aunſwere , nor onelye for 
delayes,bat alſo for his vaine and fruit- 
leſſecurioſitie. For had hee bur loo- 
ked bagke , and then eftſoones fol- 
lowed , ſome pretence of excuſe 
might haue becne made for his loy- 
tering, as his was which ' fayde, I Luk.g,Cx 
WI 


1 1,Cor, 3,29 


att 
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will followe thee Maiſter, bur firft-le 
mee bidde them farewell that are at 
home : ſo mighte Perey haue ſayde, 
Maiſter I will followe thee , but firſt 
giue mee leaue a while to bidde fleſh 
and blood adue. Such olde friendes 
as wee are, like ” lonathan and David, 
m1.59, can not without weeping ſo {uddenle 
70,41 beparted. 

But this was not all, hee that for 

three yeares had brenc a daylie audi- 
n1,Kin.to, tour, not of Salomon” for Wiſedome 
5 Maub.rz the worldes renowned woonder, *bur 
42 of Chriſt himfelfe farre greater then 
p Lak 4,22 Salomon ,, whoſe woordes as ? heas 
vens dewe diſtilling from his lppes, 

filled his hearers harts with deepeſt ad- 
miration, fellnotyetto ation, but was 

ſtil in ſpeculation, yeelded not obedizece 

ro that which he had heard, but ſtil was 
queſtioning to attein-more knowledge, 

with 2uid hic?quid facier? one thing 

i more good maiſter, refolue mee in this 
+ | pointe, I have ſomething yet ro aske 
F you. And this itching humour of deft- 
ring 


= 
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for his curtous queſtion. 
ring further knowledge , without 
putting in praQiſe his former leſſ6s,our 
Xauior reproues herein his bleſſed A-! 
poſtle,ſaying, Quid ad te Petre? 1 

Itwas true amongſt the pagans in 
their humane philoſophie, 4 which the q cernetus 
darke writing chronicler hath noted in Tec/me, 
their hiſtories, that mwlts erant qui doce —_— 
trind ore tenus exerciti, animum ta- ; 
men bonis artib.non tnduer ant,that there 
were many which were wel ſeen in their 
liberal arts,yetnotſoexcellentin their 
moral vertues. It is as true,nay itis too 
true, which a* reuerend father & an ho. Ave war 
norable prelate of this kingdom once 4z.s. 
faid, nititur homo totis virib. &c. Man 
mightily laboreth for his ſoules vnder- 
ſtanding to haueitinlightned with the - 
godheads brightnes, but for the will & 
affefions to haue them well ordered 
by the guidance and gouernment of 
the ſame bleſſed Deitie , but fewe 
regardeit, thereis ſcarce anie that 
reſpe it, Belike men haue placed 
theyr knowledge (as one ſayde) on 
r00 
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too good grounds) codice non1n corde, 

in ore non1n more, Men are full of booke 

learning, not breaſt-Jearning , they 

haue appointed wiſedoms reſidencein 

thcir mouthes, not intheir manners, 

In deede it is ſo in all ages, and both 

ſexes, mankinde couets skiltulneſſc,bur 

itſeekes not righteouſneſſe. Let men 

elſe take a viewe of that vniuſt Pilate, 

who asked of C hriſte Ieſus iudge of 

quicke and deade, yet atrayned at his 

01#.15:;3 barre asa malefaGtour, * Luideſt que- 

ſoveritas? I praie thee what is truth, 

what is thattrueth thou talkeſt on? yer 

neuer had intentionto defende or hold 

the ſame truth, 

And let womenſce their faces in 

t.Tiw, 3, thoſe Epheſian Glaſſes * where manie 

| of theyr ſexe were ſimpleand loaden 
with much ſinne , yet alwayes lezr- 
ning', inquifitiue for more knowledge. 
Then of bath ſexes and the greatelk 
number,the Philoſopher ſayde long 
- Senece#d {ince that which wee finde at this in- 
eift. 1g {tanty* Plas vile quam ſchole aiſcimws, 
though 


' 
' 
4! 
\| 
is 


for his curious queſtion. 
though wee praQiiſe nor the olde lef- 
ſons,yct wee woulde faine take foorth 
newe; though wee exerciſe not our o- 
bedience , = wee delire to encreaſe 
.& ourknowledge,howe ſocuer that con- 
& uince vs of vaine curiofitie. But was 
this true in Peter ? had hee ſuchin- 
clination ? Yea it is too apparant, 
Chriſt hath deteted his infirmitie. 
Jt had beene enough for the heathen 
Philoſophers, much more then inough 
for Pilate amongſt the Iewes, and too 
ro0 too much tor the women of E- 
pheſus which were Chriſtians, alwayes 
to haue beene learners and neuer fol. 
lowers ; and yet in the ſame crime 
was bleſſed Peter guiltie, who had of- 


) 
( 
| 
| 


ten becne taught * by the Oracle xztn.rge,x 
from heauen , whoſe 7 lippes were y*/«.45,7 


full of grace, who was bleſſed for e- 
uer , and yet becing called did not 
followe Chriſt Ieſus , which hadde 
beene the inurin : of his former leſſon, 
ſequere : but ſtill fought more know- 
ledge , was asking more GN, 
an 


Chriſts checke to 8, Peter 
andthisis that which our Sauiour re. 


bleſſed Apoſtle. For there is nothi 
in the worlde which may bee tearm 
good,butthe Philoſophers haue* com- 
priſedit in thoſe three woordes, hone 
ſtum,utile & iucundam,che pleaſurable, 
the profitable, and the honourabk 
gong :northere is none of theſe three, 
ut they are concurrent in that true 
wiſedome which breedeth immortali- 
tic. As(not to waſte your time , not 
wearic your handes in turning leafe by 
leafe for che ſeuerall —_—_ ') fee 
them all knitte togither in one verle, 
by Icſus the ſonne of Siracke in his 


*W/3.18 Booke * of Wiſedome , where you 


ſhall finde that firſt in wiſdomes friend- 
ſhippe there is exceeding yleaſure,and 
that is, the firſt kinde of good hinges 

_T- 


| 


for hi curious queſtion, 

he pleaſing good, the delightfull : ſe- 

ondly, that in her workes arc infinite 

iches, and I know you will all ſay,that 

hoſe are go2ds profitable : and in the 

aſt place, that in her exerciſe , there 

s endleſle glorie; and, then that (I 

pray you) whatis more honeſt or ho- 

10rable 2 But though theſe be inci- 

lent to that true ſubltantial wiſdome, 

vhich conſiſts * not in receiuing, but 5 Deut.4.e, 
keeping the ordinances of Ichouah, .- 

that it is both pleaſant (for * nothing ,,.,,. ,- 
15 more fſiveete then to take heed to 
J Gods tcſtimonies ) and woncrous 
A profitable, { for * godlineſſe is great 4 1.71m.6 6. 
FJ riches) andto make vp the third,that 

J :: is paſſiig honourable (foritis * no «xc.13.18. 
& ſinall gloric to follow the Lord:)yet 

inthis learning of Saint Peters, which 
wanted practiſe, and was * not ſound f3.7im.19 
wiſdome , but a deſire of knowledge, 

without performance of ſuch dutics 

23S were taught him-there were none 


CG of 
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of theſe good things, neither plea- 
| ſure, profite, nor honour: it was nei- 
tier pleaſing vnto Chriſt,nor profita. 

ble to himſeite, nor gracious tv the 
world, which might take norice of it: 
| 


and theretore no maruell, bcing rhus ! 


voyd of a!l goodneflc, it his maſter 


tound fault with ir,whe he ſaid to him, 

| uidadte? 
/ For the firſt of theſe three(to point 
| themall our briefly )that Fetcrs que- 
3 {tion did deſerne a checke , as a 
5 thing not well-pleaſing vito Chriſt 
himſelfe, I preſume that few words 
| gCids ywilleruc tocuince it. For ® what is the 
'* 1+ endofallprecepts in moralitie, but to 
draw vs on to performance of ſome 


þ tulis Qdutic 2 VWhar is * the perfection of | 


Sc'szer d+ mans imperfect nature , but to pur in 


ſur .excer, 


256. 


p, 


execution , what our ſelues have in- 
uented, or others haneaduiſed vs ? 
Nay, waat is the maine drift of our 
fcſt creation , by which God hath 
f plan- 


. 


for his cartons queſtion, 
planted vs in theſe lower regions ? 
Surely this, *asthe {trong-boned oxe i cc. d: fi- 
feemeth faſhioned forthe plongh, & * * 
the *horſe to haue bene made againſt , p,,.,,. 
the day of batrell, as the light! aire- !«? vere 
kindled ſparke is deſtined to flic vp- 1757: 
ward: ſo firſt was man ordained for 
theſe two purpoſes, ® ad imtelligen- i cou 
dum, & agenaum,to lee Gods works, 1nd. ami, | 
and to do his will, If Peter then will agg, 
ſtill be knowing, and neuer doing, 
but leauc the practiſe vnperfour- 
med , his nature vnperfected, his 
creation fruſtrated, which way is it 
poſſible that this ſhould pleaſe his 
maſter, whorequireth *as wel aCtion, , ;., x x, 
as contemplation ? It the heathen | 
man could ſay, * Non paranaa eft no- o Cicde | 
bis, ſed fruends ſevientia , our office /"'*+ 
{tands not altogether in attaining 
learning , but a great part of it in 
the vie and fruition of wiſedome; 
how ſhould Peter doe his office, 
C2 Or 
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orhow ſhould Chriſt accept it, ſince 

yethe was queſtioning, and fell notto 
obedience ? 

That ſweet father S, Bernard, if he 

had lived in his dayes,could haue told 

p Bernard Gi nt Peter r that the doctrine of the 


ets Cantica. 


Goſpell thould acceagere charitatem, 
non achere curioſitate thar thoſe which 
will be diſciples in Chriſts ſchool, 
muſt be {tudets in charity, not liſtners 
ro curioſity, muſt aſwel learne to loue, 


14.663, 35 loue tolearn, « forthe words which 


Chriſt ſpeaks are both ſpirit & life. 
r Lel,r,t, Myſon(ſaith Salomon, © Jeruſalems 
royall Preacher) what? let thine eyes 


delight 1 in beholding my wayes: no, | 


ſPreaz.26 but * giue me thy heart,let that follow 
me if my wayes: beſtow on me (my | 
ſonne)I aske thee now a boone,cdo not 
lend me, bur giue me , not thine eyes 
but thy heart, nottolookeon me , but 
to loue me; not to behold me but ro 
embrace me: giue me (g00d Peter) . 


{faith 


) 
| 


1 


for his curious queſtion. 
ſaith Chriſt Ieſus our redeemer, nor 
the hearing bur the following,not tthe 
audience, but obedience :and can this 
be well pleafing, if he denic himei- 
ther ? 

Why , bleſſed Tetzr, canſt thon be 
ignorant, how God * commaunded t Fxed.zÞ, 
Aaron, that honorable high Prieſt wo” 
put in the breaſt-plare of iudgement, 
which heſhould weare on his heart, as 
well /rim as Thumwmin, as well perfe- 
ion, as light? Haſt thou nor read 
whar charge Mofer-gaue the Leuites, u Dev.31.26, 
Y as well rokeepe the coucnant of the 
Law in their hearts, leaſt it ſhouldriſe 
againſt rhem as a witneſſe vnanſwera- 
ble,as to lay vp the booke in the ſide of 
the Arke, thereto keepe it ſafe inthe 
Tabernac'e for ever > Doeſt rhounort 
remember holy Dauids inſtruftion, 
which he * gave his ſucceſſour in the x 1,Chria, 
kingdome at his way-gate; Salomon my *59: 
fonne, know the God cf thy fathers, 

C 3 there 


_ 4 <=" in wy 
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there is balfe, but not a!l; and ſerue 

him wit a perfect heart and a willing 

mind; there is the finithing of his 

counſell. Heardſtthou not what thy 

maſter himſelte did teſtifie, of holy 
y Yal.3.1 John Baptiſt his” tore-running harbin- 
zlob.g.35, 2EE » EDAt he was * not onely 3 av;yv 
gzuyioy, but Au yv9s x416a%55 , NOT onely 4 
lampe, whoſe weeke gaue light to 0- 
thers, but as well a fire, whoſe flame 
gaue warmth ard heate, as it is* alſo 
true i1 Eljas* his type? Nay (not to 
ſend thee ſo farre backe ) {ceſt thou 
notthine owne Lord, the great ſhep- | 
heard of the world , the Archbiſhop 
of our ſoules ( as thou thy ſelfe cant 
<7. Worthily* intitle him) how as a faith- ? 
lt, fullPaſtor, hehathnot onely« a voice 
£15.95 with which hce maketh his poore 


a Icc.48.1 
b loh.11 4 


; el-10.4 fiocke acquainted , but * alſo hath 


fecte , as a good guide to go before 
them? 
And(notto wander from thy ſelfe) 


15 


for his curiow queſtion. 

5 it pofſiblethou haſt forgotten, what 

cucnow in the [alt words Chriſt ſpake 

rothee in particular ?how he ſaid not,,,. 

- M8 oh1.1s 

only thriſe, "afce,reter,teed my lambs 

well, (aworke I muſt needs ſay that 

would require ſome knowledge) but 

thriſe alſo importuned thee * with $19%21-15+ 
Ecquid Petre, amas me ? hat Peter ? 

Cocſt thou loue me ?an aCtion which 
implicth adiligent obedience. And if ou 
thou wilt yet be learning forthe one, 
and make no practiſe of the other,wil 
tis ſatishe thy maſter ?will this be ac- 
ceptale to Chriſt Icſus?No,no S.7e- 
ter, ifthou lEdeſt him) but thine eares, 
and gueſt him not thine heart,if thou 
make all thy breaſt-plare of YVrim, & 
no 7hamim, if thou layſt vp the law in 
the Ark,not in thybreaſt,& wilt know 
God , butnor ſervehim; it thou wile 
haae John Baptiſts light, & fo ſhine like 
a clo-worme, & not labor for his heat 


tht thou maiſt inſlame asfiredoth, 
 & 4 if 
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if thou wilt imitate the ſhepheard; 
voyce &not learne to tread the ſhep. 
heards pace, alwayes be feeding, &ne- 
uer following:eucr queſtioning,&ne- 
uer practifing:this canot pleaſe Chriſt 
it muſtneeds make him checke thee;& 
for thy endleſſe curiofitic, omitting 
duc obedience, chaſtiſe thee with this 
neceſſary reproofe in my text, ſaying, 
Ouid ad te?this befits not thee Peter. | 
Thus Peters demand hath no fauor 
with his maſter,icſounds nothing well | 
in theeares of Chriſt Ieſus, he oueth 
not toſeehis ſcholers proue alwayes 
queſtioniſts, and neuer ſue forth their 
prace al pratticanaum; that theyſhold 
alwayes be anditors,andneuer ators, 
this is a condition that litle dothcon- 
tent him. Petey therefore had need he- 
rhinke himſelf in the ſecod place,firce 
his queſtion is not gracious with hm 
ro whom he makes it,if it will be con- 


modious to aimſelfrhat propoundsit. * 
Is j 


for his carious queſtion. 


Is it therefore profitable for Petey to 
be inquiſttiue,without yeelding obe- 
dience to Chriſts former precepts? Or 
is it notrather hurtfull> doth it not 
pceiudice his fafetie , tothirſt thus af- 
ter knowledge with negle&t of duty ? 
Surely I feareit will proue fo in but!1 
the branches, 

For(rouching the former)if * there 11a, 
be ſeruiceable vie in vnſauory falt,'3: 
whichis good for pothing bur to be | 
troden vnder feete, then Ict Peter alſo 9 
hope for a gaineful narveſlt after tliis 
drie ſeede time of his vnſcaſonable 
queſtions: but if P/atarchi could hauc Plutarchde 
told him, that in thoſe two kinds of ,** _ 
nood lines, t the aQtiue and contempla- © : 
tive endeuors without knowledge are 
not more vnprofperous , then know- 
ledge without endeuours is vine 8& 
frivolous, Petcr muſt needs thinke the 
ſame ching in caſes of religion, k tharf*"old- 4 

pietas ſine morib,wvana eſt imo nulla: PrO-c4p be : 
{cfhton 


» ; 
Fo vals 0 vgy—ma. ws ws 0 » we. 
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feſſion without deuotion is a vanity, 
eaitisa nu!litv: pretended holineſſe 
without intended godlineſſe,is bur like 
the apples which are ſaid robein Iury, 
which are faire and freſh coloured to 
hel eyes which behold them, but va 
niſh inro ſoft aire ifa man bur rouch 
them; ſuch 1s theirreligion which are 
cuer learning, andneucr praiſe, and 
ſuch is eters ſtate in this place , who 
hath his Qai4hic , what ſhall /ohn do, 
but obeyerh not Chriſts Sequere,hia- 

{clte willnor follow him. 

If this be profirable, I would you 
read butthat onepage' which SF, Gre- 
zorie thou: oght not much to write in 
this argumct.Ourad prodeſt'o 0 gramatice: 
and | wonder what it ſhould profit the 
greateſt linguiſt i inthe world, which 
without interpreter were ableto ne- 
eociate with ſtraungers of all king- 
doms , and men of all nations , yea 

coal 


for his curious queſtion. 

could ſpeake the tongues = both of ” ©7713: 
men and Angels, andyet hadno Skill , Fm oth 
inthe language of Canaan , Which 1s 5 9£++e.2.136 
2loria in excel{is , with divine notes 
ot* Hslelaia,which could neither pray 
to God nor praiſe him? Ifeare me no- 
thing, VV hat advatage wereitto be an 

* 2dinicab!e rare Scribe , a skilfull ex- q Luh 1012p 
pounder ot the whole rext ofthe Law, 
and yetnot be able ro find out the nar- 
row porn which leads to the inhert- 
tance of everlaſting life 2 ſurely this 

were nothing. VVhat were it for a 
man to cqualize in knowledpe either 


þ Revl, 19/1, 


' Ethan or Heman , Chalcol or Darda ,*""- Kings 9. 


thole famous men the lonnes of LMa- 35 
hol, yeato be able to enter the liſts 
of compariſon which Salomon him- 


ſelfe, inrwhomappcared Gods wiſc- 1K: .t. 


dome, who could learnedly diicourſe 
the hidden + nature of all plantes, 


TY. "3.4. 


whether trees, ſhrubbes or hearbes, 53, 
from 
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fromthe Cedarto the hyſop, nay (one 
ſtep higher ) what if with Adams in his 
» Gen3.20 innocency he * could know euery 
foule in the ayre, allthe cattell in the 
field, and call them euery one diſtin- 
ly by their names, & yet * wanted obe- 
dience to keepe himſelfe in paradiſe, 
alas, what ſhould this profit him? In 
oneword,what were it with Judas 1ſca- 
Irs T0 {ay not tobe called ? tothe of- 
21.616, fice of Chriſts cofferer,but to be* free- 
ly admitted aſcholer of Chriſt ſchole, 
« Ions. 15, here* to heare and learne the ſecrets 
b Math, 27,5. of Gods kingdom,andyetto* die def- 
perate,with his owne damned hands; 
c401.1.18. to hauc his + bowels guſh tro his body, 
and his* ſoule drenched in torments? 
what auailed this knowledge, what 
could ſuch learning profithim >Doubr 
leſie not any thing, nomore then he 
ſhold gaine by his vnhap; »y bargaine, 
\ $4215.16 25, WNO when he had © compaſſed the 
hicheſt honors the ſweeteſt pleaſures, 
and 


xr Gen,; 2}, 


sTobn,17.12. 


for his curious queſtion. 


and vameaſurableſt riches, whichthe 
huge circli:crence of this whels world 
containeth, ſhould looſe orletperith 
chat diuine part of his eſſence ? 

For it muſt needs be true ofknow- 
ledge, which is but one fing!e good 
thing,if it may be auouched of al other 
ſuch graces z that it profits a man no- 
thing , if he couldpoilibly atcaine, not 
only Salomons rare wilſedome, but al 0- 
therſuch complements as * Sampſors [1»d. 16.3. 
matchleſle ſtrength, & * Ab/alons taire 85/4145: 
beauty, * Azahels ſwift footmanſhip, b$«m.z-18, 


., Wo EIIRDs. es. Ze. 


with Augaſiu his royall dignity, & to '£46%.2.1. _ 


cnioy all theſe bleflings a long lite like 
Methuſalems,& yer ſoto viethem as kGem.5.27, 
tiat at thelengrh' Aayretar C.iro vermi- _ _ 
bis, anima demonibus his fleſh ſhould ""M 
be made a booty to the wormes , &his 
{oule apray tv the diuels in hell : this 
mult needs be a looſing match, itpro- 
fits not the marchant, No more could 
itbenctit $. Perey this Apoltle, though 


, wa 


e 
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by his buſie queliion hee ſhould 
learne the future accidents of Johns 
life and Ceatl) , the manner, time and 
place; nay thougit he ſhoutd pet to ſee 
the platforme of that government, by 
which the heauenly Angels are ruled 
in their orders, and yct himſelfe ſhold 
not yeeld obedience to Chriſts pre- 
cepts , butwhen his m:iſter bids fol- 
low him,ſhould ſtil] ſtand asking que- 
ſtions; certainly this knowledge could 
nothing profithim. And therefore as 
loft labor or vaine beating of the aire, 
our Sauivur reproues this learning 
withour practiſe, ſaying : Qurd ad te 
Pere co 

And worthily did he incurre the 
daunger of this checke, as waſting his 


. precious time in bootlcfle ations, For 


= godlineſſc indeed is exceeding great 


mins. riches, andhath annexed to it ſweete 


gracious promiſes” both for this life 


 a1Tin 45. preſent, and for thelife tocome., But 
Is 


for hts cur icus queſtion. 


is Peter 2ble to maintaine the ſame al: 
ſertion,for his defire ot knowledge in 
which {b much he (weateth thatcither 
m this world it can make him trucly 
wiſe, or clſe in the next worid everla- 
ſtingly blefſed?Nogno,sS.Peter,thy fur- 
delt ayme cot mineth too too ſhort of 
the neare(l (cantling; neither ſound 
wiſdom nor heauens telicity , enſue of 
that knowledge w':ich wantct! 1 obedi- 
ence. For as touching the former,it is 
an interchangeadle verity,that as” am- 
pos/ibile eſt prudentem eſſe yon boy, um,in 
matters of morality it is a mecre im- 
poſhibility, for awiſc mn co fall into = ++ 
notorious enormities, ſo” /aprens eſſe | » Inlins Searls 
non poteſt gut (it idem ks he that 1s a .M de fubt1 
wicked an { how learned fo euet) © PF 
lath no right to challenge thename of 

a wiſe mi. For thev which* know God q $om.r.21, 
in the volume of the cceaturs (a booke 

readin 'al languages,though but once ,7;a.c9.r. 
printed , and neuer fince tran ſlated) 


0 Av fo Fs, 
LL 6, 


OT. 


—> WW «c — 
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and yct donot glorifie the ſame God 

as cicator, howlocucr they profelle 
themfclucs to be wile 11 the worlde, 

fr T6. 1, Yn the tudgement othim that 1sf 
17. Solas [ap/ens,theirtharts are but dark, 
£H2.1422-4:1d themlclucsare but fooles: we may 
\ Cicero 2, (Ay Of thele menu as M. Piſolaydeto 
fniss, Tully ofanother, 1c quum praclare 
didicerint , tamen nihi! (cient, When 

they hauc learned neucr ſo much, & 

yer prattiſe neucra whit,their knows- 

ledge is no wiledoime, 1t 15 no true 
Philoſlophie. Wee mult rather {ay as 

the Ocator did ofpronunciation,that 


not to know God, but to fearc him, 1s 


both the entrancz, the progrelle, and 
acconpliſhment of ſubſtantial] wilz- 

dome. For the entrance, belceue the 

x1 S»m.23 * ſweete [lnger of Ifracl, who ſayth y 
1D al if that the rudiments he very alphabet 
147,  oftrue wiſedome, is not the know- 
ledge,bur the feare ofthe Lorde, and 


chat the profoundeſt ynderſtanding | 
O: 


; 


f 


for his curious queſtion. 
of all others is in the, not which can de- 
hneit, but which haue entertained it. 
T hat made ſaint Pawl ſay,* that thoſe in-, 
dcede are wiſe men,which take heed ro F - 
themſclues, and whoſe hues are cir- 
cumſpect, And becauſe ſuch tootc- « 
ſteppes tread alwaycs, 1n thoſe ® rwoo *7/3+13 
pathes,which rurne from cuil,and lcade 
vs vnto good:for the tormer branch,iuſt 
1ob (ayd, that to depart from iniquitic, 
is the higheſt tippe of mortall mans 
wiſedome : and for the latter, the wiſe- 
man hath letr vs his warrant, that©the þp,,,85 
keeper of the law is the childe of vnder- dcryſofte- 
ttanding for 99x eloquia Dei ſcire ſed ſe- 
cundum hec vinere eſt vera ſ1ptentia , not 
to knowe Gods commandements, bur 
to walke in his ſtatutes , 1s that which 
commendes a man tor his wiſcdome. It 
ye looke for the progrelle, a mans com- 
menſing 1n this Arte ( which is Ars 
artiums, the Lady of all Sciences) ſure- 
ly ein hoc vno eft vt Deum coonoſcamus LO 
&* colamus, this1s the ſole ſubie&t, 1n © 4,1, 
which conſiſtes ſounde wiſedome, nor 
D that 


bl.62$8.28 


I! 


Chrifts checke to $.Peter 
that we know god onely, but that wee 
ſcruc him ſemblably, this is the copen« 
dium otal chriſtianitic. Ir is a delirious 
ſaying, as {wecte as the hony-deaw,t. 


25 
which Ionathan once taſted, which ſaint 


Bernards that good father, hath left ro 

this purpoſe: which thertore, (leſt I im- 

peach the grace therot in tranſlacing)let 

me preset you with it in ſuch ornamets 

as himſelte firſt gaue it. $5 priers vite, 

peccata defieas,ſt huins [eculi deſuderabilia 
paruipendus,ſt eternam beatitudinem tata 

anima concupiſc.es fi tibi horum ſingula (a 

piunt prov ſant, inueniſti plane ſapientiam 

vera Itmen with holy Dauid,in fad ſo- 

bP/;.s 1owful laments, for the Bſins 8 offcnces 
of their traile oft-ſliding youth,can wa- 

3 Pſas.6, ter theirpnignt couches with plenteous 
ſtreames of bracchiſh waier from theyr | 

kL#c.7.;39 Weeping eycs ,/or if women with 
that ygnororious knowne finne of Teru- 

ſalem, can waſhke Chriſt leſus his feete 

with repentant teares, and with theyr 

haire as towc!ics, can wipe and drie 

It 1.2.15. them ſokte, ifbot'. of them, las they are 
COmM- 


v | 


for ht curious queſtion. 
commanded to continue this worlde 
and hcr furniture, ® can efteeme the mPhil.z 
thinges of this worlde, bur lofle and 
droſle , for the excellent knowledge 
of their Lorde and ſauiour, and it for | 
the next worlde they can ſay with , 
Saint Paul, ® Cypio diſſolur © efie cum nPhit. 1.2; 
Criſto, [rake no felicitic in this long } 
lingering ſoiourning, fince 0 in this o 2{84, 6 
vale of miſeric I haue pnocontinuing w 


Cittie, but elſewhere doo looke for 14 
onethat is to come, cuenq the Cittie No 
ottheliuing GO D, the celeſtiall Ie 4%% 2 


ruſalem, where 1s the companie of 
thefirſt borne, and innumerable An- 
gelles, yea, where my Lorde him- 
ſelfe isthe mediatour of the newe Te- 
ſtament, I defire to be looſed from 
this maſsie lumpe of finne, and as 
a member to bee joyned with Chriſt 
Teſus my head. O happic are ſuch 
men , and thriſe happye are thole 


women, which doo ſuch works,which 7 
vie ſuch wiſhes, thoſe onclie haue 


the right Rellice of true heauevlye 
D 2 wilc- 


'2 Pet. 
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wiſcdom, in whole mouthes ſuch ſpec- 
chcs are nor dilſtaſtetul, 

And tor the third and laſt, which is 
the perte& accompliſhment, the final clo- 
ſing vp ofthis wiſcdom which we ſpeak 
ot,it 1s wel worthy the obſcruing,which 
. © the inſpirer of all prophets hathJettre. 


\"Þ 1, corded by Dauid his*choiſe #y40,in that 
4-1 1-1 


' exquilite deſcriptio ofan vngodly finner 


|. 7/a.36. WACEC daying bis heart opco,he hinds no 


one ſparkle of Gods holy teare 1n it, no- 
ting all his words, he ſaith they arc ci- 
cher vorighteous or deceitful, and ſur- 
ucyingall his workes, taints them all 
with tolly,tor he lJeaucth rodeale wiſely, 
he ccaſcth to do good, ſaith the plalmilt, 
this is the ſinners proportraiture : as 
though man might ſo long bee 1uſtlie 
termed wile, as holines & cightcouſnes 
wcerein the works of his hands, and as 
though then heleft his wiledom vnhni- 
ſned & imperte&t, whe he ceaſed or gaue 
ouer from doing good: hee hath letr off 
ſaich Pauid,to behauc himlelf wilely,ad- 
ding (asa realop)and ccalcd to do good, 
An 


% 


for his carious queſtion, 
An impregnable argument, for the very j 
u poets could tell vs, that /apere eff nom v Horat, e-) 
verba ſed vere numeroſque modoſque ediſ- Pm — : 
cere vite. Wiledome is no verbal thing, ve. | 
itſtandeth not inlearning, bur leading _-— 
that life which is vertuous. If a man rc- 
lingwiſh this,the other vaniſherh. It the f 
blefled Peter,nor ro know God, bur to f 
ſerue him,not to heare him, bur to teare bp 
him,be true ynderſtanding:it obedience ; 
to his word be both the firſt principles, 
rac progreſſe »& rac finiſhing of all holie 
wiſedom, it had beene thy tollowing of 
Chriſt whe he called thee, which might 
have made thee worthy the nameot a 
wile man: bur leauing that vndone, and 
ſceking moreknowledge, it aduaunceth 
tice no whit, to the attaining of true 
wiſedome . And theretorc for this thy 
neglect of Chriſts Sequere, and yet thy 
| preſumption to aske furder queſtions, 
no maruatleif thy maiſter doo corrett 
thee with achecke, ſaying, 2utd ad te 
Petre, this becommeth thee not Peter, 
this knowledge is bur triuolous. 
D 3 It 


i; yGe.z8.12 


| > 1Con,l. 
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Chriſts checke to S.Peter 

Ifthen Peters labour returne thus 
empty ot rac firſt truirs,thar it procurerh 
not true wiledome, which is the hope 
votrhis lite, Ict vs proouc howe proſpe- 
rous 1t will be in the latter, if in the next 
lite, it will bring foorth cternall happi- 
nelſe. But I feare me this ſeede like the 
Egyptian x barly,thogh ir be both abou 
grounde,. & the blade wel eared, betore 
it come to the harueſt, will bee ſmitrca 
with the haile:Peters knowledge,thogh 
he get ic,8 neucr make his practiſe, wil 
by many ſtaues be ſhort of y Lacobs lad- 
der, it wil ncuer beableto reach ta the 
firmament. For thogh we ſhuld youch- 
ſafe this knowledge of S.Peters,a borro» 
wed name of ſome worldly wiſedorme, 
{uch as S. Paul ſpcaks of in his epiſtle to 
thez Corinths, yerifwee compared it 
with that trus wiſedome from abouc, 
which being peaccable & gentle, is ful 
of mercy & good works, we might wel 
ſay of it as bone doth, Pluris eſt vwa gut» 
tu/4 ſapientie divine, quam vaſtiſs. quod- 
uis,pelao us ſapieniie buijus mund;: Look 
what 


for his carious queſtion, 
what oddes there is betwixt the ſmall 
dramme or grayne which is pur in the 
ſcale of the weying ballaunce, andthe 
whole huge frame of this globy world, 
or betwixt the leaſt pcarling droppe of 
deaw, fallen inthe morning vppon the 
oralsie hilles, if it be likened co the ſea 
that 4 watry wildernes, aud ſuch is this 
worlds wiſcdome, whoſe beſt parte is 
but knowledge, in reſpect of the hea- 
uenly which ſtandeth mot in practiſe, 


For © Lawdabilior eff animus, cut nota eff & Augeft.m | 
lofſa ſuper | 


: : 145 £ 
infirmit As ſua » (47 qu: fuderum VIE 1Cor 8.1, 


ſcrutatur,Cc. It is a far more cxcellent 
ſtudy for a man to know himſelfe and 
god his creator, adding to lcarning cha- 
ritic, the loue of God and his neighbor, 
than to be able to find our al the ſphers 
in the heauEs,the regions of the aire,the 
climates ofthe carth, and the chanels of 
the ſea:for f/cientia inflat,but charit as 4+ 
dificat , theſe may puttc vs vppe in our 
ſclucs,but neucr lift vs vp to heauen,tis 
louc that builds to that height,8& no 0- 
' thee, Thertore ſmall hope ſhall S.Peter 
D 4 hauc 
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| F Chriits checke to $, Peter 

þ have of ſuccetle in this ſecond parte,itis 

Hl not likely that his knowledge wil breed 

| him perte& happineſle, Ir is one ſteppe 

it I muſtneedes ſay, to riſe to that king- 

| dome, it when god ſayth from heauen, 
Hy 


 eLk.g.;5 $I bis is my ſonne, heare him, wee do 
| hai not as theadder which ſtoppes his care, 
and retuſeih ro liſten to the yoice ot the 

charmer charme he neuer ſo wilcly. Bur 

i P[;37.27. this is notal:he that! wil dwel for eucr, 
muſt flie from cuill roo , and doe that 

which is good: and not fit him downe 
thereneither,, but mountycta degree 

t rams 1, higher;he that will be bleſſed, kthough 
25, not for his deedes, yer in his deedes, to 

his hearing muſt adde ation, and to his 

action perlcuerance ; for Enoch not ſec- 

1Gen.5.24, 12g God , bur! walking with him was 
mz Kin; tranſlated from amonglt vs, ® and Elias 
+.11. when hee was taken vpp into Heauen, 
went not onely in a whirlew ind, which 
perhaps might ſhadow knowledge, bur 
11 achariot of fire,in which charity was 
reſembied, as though, not knowledge, 
but obedicce were the way to that hap» 
pines, 
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— 
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for his curious queſtion. 
pines. It ſhould ſecmethe very Gentiles 
were acquainted with the ſame path; 
who(though hke clocks they diſagreed 
amongeſt chemſelues, what ſhoulde be 
tac ſubiett of rheir farre-ſought beati- 
rude,whether n vertue or plenty, plea- © Areſto, 


n h . . 
{uces or elſc honor,or it none of al theſe, pn ' 


ſome ® imaginary /4e4,) yctall of them o.Ariftor.. 


generally accorded in this,that toa true — 


telicitic there was required, P not onelie » Ante, 
i:S#1u0rtiv,to be wel or knowe much,bur ©hic.4b.r 
alſo tv7parl5iv,co do wel or work much: + 
wherefore ifthe Epicure could ſay,qthat qCiede 
was not Arte, which might any waye 
bee woorthy eyrher ſtudying or profel- 
ſing,niſt que beat # vit « d1ſciplinam inuat, 

which did not further the attaining of 

future beatitude. I wonder © what Dzoſe r Augyp. 
cor going on ſhipboorde for Aﬀeica, 456, 
meant to trouble himſelfe with nice 
quiddities our of Tally, 2u# ad capien- 

gum attionumillins finem mil profueritt, 

which were not ableto promote hym 

one haire breadth to happines : or what 


might cauſe Peter the Apoltle in this 
place, 


Chrifts checke to $. Peter 
place, to negle&t his due homage ta 
Chriſt his ſoucraigne, and ſtand inqui- 
ringafter Tohns lite or death, of which 
thogh he had gotten perſeQ knowlege 
from his maſter,it ſhould not hauepro- 
fired, it wold nothing hauc auaild him, 
cither for the attaining of true wiſedom 
in this world,orto the cnioying of bleſ 
ſednes in the world tocome. The ſame 
words therefore which a Philoſopher 


=» oncevſed, 1 Puidteinilla queitions tor- 


ues, quam contempſiſſe quam ſoluere vti. 
;us eſſet?whar ſtraincſt thou thy ſelfe in 
vnlooſing that knot , which it it be ſtill 
ticd, brings no inconuenicnce? Our Sa- 
uiour might wel hauc takca vp againſt 
his diſciple; Peter,thy demand;it I ſhuld 


giue thee dire anſ{were , will neither 


make thee wiſer, nor one whit more 
happy:tor thee to vnderſtand Tohns tu: 
ture condition, can neyther 1ndue thee 
with perfct wiſedome, nor giue thee 
allurance of celeſtiall happinefle : what 
meaneſt thou to comber thy ſelfe or 
mee with asking or bearing ſuch va- 

profita- 


————————— eee 


| 


for hs curious queſtion. 
roficable queſtions. 2d id ad te? this 
ak not thee Peter. 
Indeede thoſe trees which Dauzd 


diſtinguiſherh , eyrher to be * fruitfull ,p/80,rz; 
as the Vine with hercluſters, « or uP{148.g2 


fruiceleſle as the Cedar, although tall 
ia Lebanon, * Cato had woonte to 


x Ca([na 


Rhed ovig. 


terme by other names , calling the firſt je. 19. 
happy trees, which brought footth <2 


to their Maiſtcrs their yecrely reve- 
newes : and the other vahappy, which 


clad chemſelues with leaucs, but fedde 


not their Lordes with timely fruites. 
Aad Peter ( I feare ) is fo farre from 
being happye,, as not yeelding ynto 
Chriſt Icſus that obedience hee expe- 
cd, in becing full of Jeaues withour 
fruice, queſtions without duety , it 
may be doubted leſt this knowledge be 
preiudiciall ro his fafetic , For to 0- 
mitte whole kingdomes, from whome 
for the like defaults , GOD in ſcucie 
juſtice oftentimes y taketh away that 
gemme, as heethreatened to intreate 


Iſrael, in * ſcndiog them a dearth, = 
which 


=. 


y Meh. ry, 


46 


i Chrifts checke to S. Petey 
which ſhould be, not a famine of bread, 
nor a thirſt of water , but a penuriou; 
{carcitic of hearing gods worde, as ®hee 
25 bitterly denoiiced againſt thechurchof 
Epheſus, that he would remoue fro her 
b A8.1;, hcrgolden candleſticke, yea®Þ as he dealt 
46. with the Iews of Antiochia,fro whom 
he diuerred his legates to the Gentiles, 
and as on vs, that heinflitnot that iuſt 
vengecauce ior ſolong heating with ſo 
little folowing:the Lord in mercy turn 
his face from our ſins, and benolde this 
ſmall Tland in the merits of Chriſt Ieſu, 
I ſay(to paſſe ouer whole nations as yn- 
ſcene) Peter I preſume could not beig- 
norant, that both knowledge without | 
charity puffes vp the hart with pride, a- | 
ainſt our brethre, & the ſame without | 
obcdiece makes vs ſtand ingaged more | 
deeply to God in his ſtraiteſt 1ugemets. * 
The firſt by the ſame ſpirir $. Paul hath * 
c 1Cor 8.1 taught ſince, that knowledge is alight 
ware, it beares vp the ſubieCt, as anger 


d Pre.6, 34 


4 breeds 4 rage the ſouls furious frenſie, 


*Eeles5.9 exuarice vnſatiatencs that neuer-quen- 
ched - 


or his carious queſtion. 
ched dropſic,{o knowlege without cha- 
ritic ingeders but a timpany,which had 
almoſt ſwelled e 1n Faul abouc copallc: i 
For, gl t vita ſine dotFrina invtilem facit, y jjped de 
ic docirina ſine vita arrogantem reddit, vs _ 
as 000d life withour learning to giue 0+ 3593 
thers dire&tion , is but vnprofitable as a 
lamp without light, ſo learning with- 
out lite 1s bur matter of yain arrogance, 
which ſoone flicth vp, and as ſoone go- | 
cth torth, like a flame without fewell. | 
Why then blelicd Peter, it thy queſtion | 
2d hic, withour humble liſtening to | 
Sequere trom Chriſt , was thus like to 
ate thee with preſumpruous pride,8 
Jpollcilc thy hart with ſuch ſwelling hu- 
mors, it was time for Chriſt Þ that phy- þ aca. 9. 
lit10n ot our ſouls, topurgerhce quick- 12, 
ly with this birter checke, laying, 2 11d 
Jad te Petre? tecde not on the ayre,it wil 
make thee ſwel Petcr,thisdiet is 19t for 
thee.Bur the danger 1s tar worſe it Peter 
woulde obſeruc what iſſue this diſcale 
vilfortto inthe end, when the criticke 
ay ofthis licknes ſhal approach;& that 
is 


— 
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Chriſts checke to $, Peter 
12,1t ſhal make him before the throneof 
the hieſt, inexcuſable for his knowledge 
which wroght notto obedience. Foras 
i1/a.c5.10 WC (ce in nature itheraine & ſnow k the 
- =, ap refined yapors of gods heaucnly cloſet, 
"7 deſcending from the cloudes, 8 light- 


1.a4p,r, * 
ing on the carth,go not on bootleſle er- 


1P{.6%9. rands,nor returne hence in vain,bur are 
icither gratious ſhowers moiſtning the 

w# 5.15, thirſty land, mor gricuous ſtorms choz- 
5: king the glutred carth:ſo is it with gods 

n1ſa.5 5.10 1word, which proceding fro his mouth 
returns not to him tillit haucaccompli- 

ſhed that work, for which at firſt hedil- 


o2Cr.2, patched it, that ocitherit proouc a ſauor | 


16 oflife ro the which ſhall be ſaued,or the | 
fauor ofdeath to them thar periſh . For | 


fince his voice as the warme-ſhining 
p 2144.2: beames of that p bright ſunne the ſunof 


— - 


rightcouſnes,works in cuery mis har, | 


quChren, Cither as in wax which 1t mollifieth,9as 
3t27. itdid in Joſras that good king of Iudah; 
orels as in tough clay,which ir therfore 


1947 43- hardneth.fas it did in Pharoh that Egip- | 


tiantyraut: Hence it is that no man can 
come 


: far his carions queſtion. 

cometo the prophet , to heare from his 

lippes the meſlage of Ichouah (as thoſe 

twoo for prayer cam<tothe Temple at 

leruſalem) but hee departs home to his 

houſc from the man of gods feer,fcither 1,418.13 

more iuſtified with the poore contrite 

Publican,or els more condemned with 

the prowd vaine glorious Pharaſic:Nor 

there is no man which can receiue a 

charge from Chriſt Iclus,bur cyther for 

his obedicnce he ſhall heare to his com- 

fort, © Euge ſerxe bone, well doone good rMah iy, 

faithful ſervar,or clſc for his negligence ** 

ſhalbe ſure co beare a check with * Apage uLakrg.ua 

ſerue nequam, hic oathee flouthfnll tel- 

low. Good Lord, with what diligence = | 

neede we looke to our feete then, when 

we treade in the courts of thy holy ſan- 

Quary? with what rcuerence ſhould we 

approach vnto thy ſacred Oracle, ro 

| heare thy voyce from berwixt the 

twoo Cherubins 2 Howe ſtoulde we | 

with Dawid, though wee enter thy ta- 

bernacle, in the multicude of thy mer- | 

cies, which acuer can be exhauſted, yer | 
WOT- | 


Chriſts checke to $, Peter 
worſhip withal towards thy bleſſed: al 
tar, with humble feare, & all dreadfull 
trembling? How might we quicken our 
deafc dul- -hearing cares, Or purthe our 
ynclcanc corrupted {intul hearts, that 
wc might ope our gates fort cthee,O king 
of glory, & prepare our ſhallow yeſlels 
ro recciucthe ſeed of lite? Teach ys(blel. 
fed Lord)O each vs heaucnly father,ler 
not thy law be truitleſlc in our temples, 
nor recurneto thee (without winning 


ſoules,) as the emptic eccho from the | 


mountaines to the ſpeaker. We knowe - 
(deare God)no lyllable, nay no zota can 
want his vigour,being ſpoken from thy 
coticels, but iteither litrs vs vp nearer to 
thy courts in heaug, or caſts vs lower to 
that damned pit of hell. O holy one of 
Iſrael,let thy holyteſtimonics not work 
in vs that bitter fruit of death, but nou- 
riſh vs through thy bleſsing, to grace & 
life, letit ſodiſtil into our harts, as deaw 
vpo the hils,that ic may make the fruit- 
ful vnto al obediece. And for thee(0 Pe- 
ter) whatcan pattronagethy know- 
ledge? 


for his curious queition, 
ledge? thy bulic queſtioning, without 
ductie to thy malter, thy inquiring of 
lohnsſtate , without inuring of Chriſts 
Sequerer what canit thou lay,tor fayling 
thy action? Surely, itno wayes it be 
prohtable vntothee, neither tor the at- 
taining of wiledome in this lite, 
nor forthe atchieuing of true felicitic 
inthenext: nay, itit bee hurttull and 
obnoxious to thy good, that it will in- 
danger thee for falling into pride , and 
bring thee more in compaile of Gods 
indzement then thou waſt , it thou 
Wilt ſtill be in demandes, and not doe 
thy dutic, Chriſt muitneeds reprooue 
thee with ſome ſharpe reprehenſion, 
laying : 2414 a4re Perre? this becom- 
' meth notthee g00d Perer,NC, 

Thus farre (right reuerend and be- 
joued men, brethren, and fathers; ) 
haue we ſought the two firſt kindes of 
acceptable good things, which ſhould 
be in this learning of our great Apo- 
ſtles, to wit, ifit were gracious with 


his maſter, and beneficiallto humſelfe: 
L but 


| 


* Ccelius 
Rhodogi- 
nus,anhq, 
IeR. 1i.13. 
C apel. 


f Cicero 
P hil;ppica- 
orationd. 


2,da, 
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Chriſts checke ro $.Perer 


but hetherto our ſearchrerurnes with 
noneſt inuenrus: this inquilitiueneſle in 
S. Peter, without obedience to our Sa- 
uiour, is diſplealing ro the one, and 
preiudiciall to the other. Wherefore 
It remaineth that wee proceede onto 
the third place:to enquire what enter- 
rainement this quality can find, inthe 
cenſure and iudgement of holy men 
and wiſe, But I fcare me, you are wea- 
ric, ingoing thus farre at once, and 
therefore becaule it isnot © minor vir- 
rus ſciredeſunere, quam ſcire dicere , no 
leſſe commendable foran Orator, to 
end his ſpeech in good time, thento 
beginne with ſome good liking. Ihad 
rather you ſhould reſt heere, & breath 
you fora while , then that afrerwards 
you ſhould complaine, thatIhad tired 

ou cleane out-righr. Wherefore, 
as Tully fayd, f Non onmia effundam, 
vr ſt ſepins dicendum ut vr erit , ſemper 
n0uus veniam, Iwill be loth to ſpend all 


my ſtore at once, but keepe ſomething 
trcſh againſtI come again: (oI willnor 


hold 


— ——_--— a 


FO ——_—_ 


— <_ .. 


for his crrrions queſtion. 
hold you novv to NPs mee makemy 


 tearch, tor the third and laſt thing 


which {houldbeins, Perers learning, 
that 13 tauourable acceprance amongſt 
the Saints of God. I will ſpare you lo 
much paines, tilll comeamongſt you 
a24ine. In themeane (ealon, tor our 
farewe!l , let vs commend each other 
with our interchangeable prayers, 1n- 
tothe hands of him, which in his wat- 
ching ouer lirael, s nec dormit nec dor- * Pla, thi, 
:2:241 nexher llumbers nor ſleepes.burt he 
keepesi ic fromallcuill. Tothat  fayth- * Aeud-r? 
tull witnefſe, whichloued vs ſo deare- " 
ly,asthat he waſhed vsfrom our ſinnes 
in his own precious bloud, & made vs 
Kings and Prieſts to God his father, be 
glory & dominis for euermore, Amen. 


The merciful noodneſſe of the Lord indureth 
for exer & ener vpon you al, if you feare hime 

mndhis richteouſnes remaineth ynto you 

a4 your childrens children,if ye keepe 
his conenants, and think vpon his 
commandements to doe them, 

The grace of our Lord Icſus Chriſt, &c. 

E 2 The 


CR” WT _— 


*Prou.3z0, 
IF, 


» Reyneri- 


uÞStro.1, 


rantheol, 


eap.z.,de 
duurijs,n, 


Sermon. 


— 


| IY lght Honourable, right wor- 
27: ihiptull, and wellbeloued, 

PX; like Salomons 2quaternion of 
particular infatiables >anlta- 
lian Biſhop hath oblerued ingenerali- 
tie, that there arethree things in na- 
ture, whichneuer can beſatilned: an 
erernall eſſence withaccidents which 


arctemporall:acreature which is ſpiri- 


tuall, with bodiesthat are corporall: 


nor a {ſubſtance which is infinite, with 
finite complemets. Surely,{ucha thing 
is the precious ſoule of man:eternall in 
continuance , ſpirituall inher eſſence, 


_ and infinite in apprehenſions ; &ther- 


fore neuer ro bee filled with any crea- 
tures whoſe daiesarenumbred,whoſe 
ſubſtance is circumſcribed, or whoſe 

CE 13 CILCUNNCTI ply 
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Chriſts checkero $. Peter 


ſtint is meaſured. :And ifthis be true 1n 
all theſoules of men, that no created 
elſence can giue them full content- 
ment, it may worthily bee admired in 
S, Pezer the Apoſtle, what ſhould 
make the cogitations of his minde (0 
reitleſle, as when not < fleſh and bloud, 
but God himſelte from heauen, hadre- 
uealed vnto himthe perfect truth con- 
cerning Tejus Chriit : (W hoſe two com- 

leatenatures are thoſe 4 D#o cardines, 


che 2.celeſtial Poles, on which doth reſt 


the whole firmament of druimirie) yer 
not to ceaſe from troubling his —_ 
with demaundes , whieh thoughthey 
ſhould be anſwered, yet could not 
make him ſatisfied. 

Doubtleſle his curiolitie which hee 
bewrayed inthis Chapter, in queſtio« 
ning of $.7ohy, that beloued Diſciple, 
treſpaſsing inthe meane while, by ain 
of omilsion, in not running after Chriſt 
when heſayd, Come follow me, could 
neither bepleaſing vnto God, nor pro- 
fable to himſelfe , nor gracious or 

E 3 acccp- 
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acceptable im the indgemert of the 
world : and therefore cxtorted from 
our Lord and Sautour, the ({eucrere- 
prehenlion which 1s leuied in my 
Text, with 2aid ad re? why lendelt 
thou mee thine earc, but iviloueh not 
with thy feete? 

Inthe firſt part ofthis Text,vhich is 
the perſon of Chriſt [elus , reprooutag 
the Apoſile for his deiire of knows- 
ledge, withouta diiigent care of per- 
torming due obedience, Ihaueſpoken 
notlong lince,inthat worthy audience 
of Poules, touching the two firft mo- 
tives of our Sauiours taxing Perer; the 
one drawne from his owne diſlike of 
ſuch vnprohtable ſtudyes, & the other 
fromthat ſlender crop, which it could 
affoord the Queſtioniſt himfelte. 

There remaineth in that firit part, 
thethird and laſt inducement, which 
might vrge our Sauiovr io this vauſu- 
all ſeueritie, namely, ifthcre wereno- 
thing elſe but the hatetull, '0;rhed dri- 


taſtfullnes, which it hath cucn in mans 
| COrrup- 
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for his curious question. 

corrupted (infull iudgement, it were 
ablero make him which knew al linne, 
(o vile,asthat it had brought himto his 
ſhametull bloudy croſle, to ioyne with 
the world, in reproouing of this one 
linne,and tocry vnto Saint Perer, as he 
doth inthis place. 247d idadre? Fie Pe- 
rer,my Apoſtle ? this knowledge with- 
out obedience, i5not forthy profels1- 
ON. 

In opening which one cauſe ofthe 
opinion of the world, giueme leauel 
beleech you,withas much breuity as 
can, to ſhew you what is her 1udge- 
ment concerning both thoſe ſ(innes, 
which here are Fund and marked in 
our Apoſtle, Forthere aretwo ſ{innes 


< by Moſes poynted out in the Law, « Num.rg. 


the one of Commilsion, & the other of 
Omilſsion, and theyare both here per- 
petrated by Saint Pererin my Text, 
and both of them reprooued in the 
iudgement ofthe world. Thefirſtis his 
ſinne of Commilsion, in thirſting vnſa- 
tiably after endleſſe knowledge, and 
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chis the world holds fruitleſſe, becauſe 
itlaboureth tor impolsibilities: the 0- 
ther 15 his linne of Omilsion , his neg- 
tec ot duetie, 11not following Chrilt, 

when he (aid s equere;&this men count 
odious, becaule default was made 
mn not doing that which was fo nece- 
lary. And verily, itthe tonnes of wret- 
ched Adam,dothus repute,& cenſure 
Saint Peters action, to bee either alto- 
gether booreleſſe, or elie{o exceeding 
odious,the bleſled onne of God Chrilt 
Teſus our redeemer, muſtneeas checke 
the ſame faults m his deere Apoſtle, 
with uid ad re? Pcrcr this 1s not for 
thee, l blamethycuriolitie, 

The tormer part of their ſentence, 
they firmely ground vpon thenature 
and condition ot mans immortall{oule, 
whoſe permanence being cucrlaſting, 
her eſſence ſpirituall, and her appre- 
henſons infinite,the vorld wel knovw- 
eth, cannot bee latisfied with that 
which is either of a limited continu- 
ance, grofler ſubſtace,or of finite lette 

dimen- 


= 


for his curious queſtion, 

dimenſions. For the firſt, which is the 
temporany blelsings of our pilert- 
| magef 1 nmamnoitramimplicare poſs r yigge, 

ſunt, implere vero nequeuns , Well may *tellade 
they tor atime peraduenture teed our Peet 
tancies, but neaer can they tothe end, z.cap. zz. 
til our hunerie appetites, You may 
markeitit you pleale, intne diae!s laſt 
tempration to our Sauiour , where, 
whenhee ſhevwed him the rich king- 
domes of this earthly globe, with pro- 
miletofeate him in them by a deed of 
cit from his bounty, he dilcouered vn- 
to Chriſt,fayth z one ofthe Enangeliſts, »>ar. 4.8. 
alltheglorie ofthoſe Emperies:indeed 
that might ſharpen his ſlomacke : yea 
but hee did it, ſayth another of thoſe , 1, ,- 
bleſſednotaries, 2 iu orul;, ina mo- 
ment oftime, inthe twinckling ofan 
eye:they would not tarry with our (a- 4 
niour, any time to bee looked : alo- 
lemne ſhew.,but very lodaine, excee- 
ding (vwweete, but(alas)too ſhort, which 
might therefore giue ataſte, but ſurely 
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For the ſecond, that ſpirituall crea- 
turesarenot ſatished with things cor- 
porall, you may note itby therich man 
{poken of inthe Goſpel: who when hee 
had filled his barnes with the earths 
plenteous fruits, and ſtuffed his ſtore- 
houſes with his aboundantyyealth, in- 
uired his sſouleto a ſolemne feaſt: and 
as though a table with thele cates, had 
beene ſpread for her diet, bad her fall 


r00,and welcome,cate,drink, and take 
her pleaſure. But the very Gentiles of | 


their Epheſian Goddeſle , whom they 
reputed the tender nurle of what- 
ſocuer liueth, could ſay ſhe was Þ Mul- 
zimamm1ia, (he had (euerallprouilions, 
for (undry creatures, And God himſelf 
intheſecondage of the world, when 
hecommanded Xoeto receiue into his 
Arke i ſomeotall creatures,for preſer- 
uation of their kindes, which was for 
their porroeſie, that by propagation 
theirnatures in the world might bee 
continued, charged him withal ro take 
with him into his veſlel & of al kinds of 


meatc 


for his curious queſtion. 

meate vnder heauen,which might bee 
caten, which was fortheir eſ$e, that by 
their proper and naturall toodes,cuery 
lizing thing in his kind might be luſtat- 
ned: according to his owne practiſe 
ia the tirſt age of the world, whenfrom 
the creation, hee made the earth bring 
torth | graſſe indeede tor beaſtes , but 
wineand bread for men. Wheretore 
God trom heauen, ſeeing therich man 
ſo greatly erre, as tothinke a diuine 
(pirituall eſſence could feede logrole- 
ly,as on terreſtriall creatures : that his 
corne in his garners, or coyne in his 
coffers, were victuals for her nouri{h- 
met, told him that he was but = a foole 
for hislabor; for ſuch intelleCtuall and 
heauenly ſpirits, withearthly bodyes 
neuer can bee filled, it is no due foode, 
It is no competent (uſtenance, 

And for the third and laſt. that an inh- 
nite ſibſtance cannot be ſatisfied with 
finite coplements,it is ealtly to de lear- 
ned ftr5 the Geometrica!l proportions. 

For therule is true in that excellent 
(cience, 


- 


! p{4. 196, 
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ſcience, that no circle drawne in the 
compaſle ofa triangle, can polsibly fill 
vpall the corners of that figure, but 
though it be made with neuer ſolarge 
a circumference, yet ſtill the angles 
will be vnrepleniſhed. Now humaniic 
hathtaught vs, » that the heart ofman 
which is the ſoules leate,& lifes bloud- 
warme fountaine, 1s #71an2ularis fi- 


2urz, a ſubſtance with three corners:of 


which,two, and thole {omewhatbroa- 
der,ſtad vpward inthe body,as though 
nature taught her, that her affeQions 
ſhould bee ctter and greater vpward 
to heauen, and things heauenly, and 
thethird, which 1s pendent, is ſome- 
what more (harpe poynted, asthough 
the faſhion of this lodge , ſhould 
| © 

reach her gueſt this leſſon, that her 
thoughts thould bee ſeldome and 
(paring downeward. And anſ{werable 
vntothis dininitie, hath enformed vs, 
that »un4rs15 orbis the world is framed 
ina circuler figure:for ſothe royal Pro- 
phet (ung long (ince in his Plalme, that 

n God 


* 
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n God hath made the round world ſo *** 55%: 


lure,that it cannot bee removued. 
Sothen, itour hearts the manltons 
of our loules, bee ſhaped (as you hauc 
heard)in athree-{quared faſhion, & the 
world with her contents, be moulded 
like a lumpe,in ſo rounda forme:and it 
triangles by no meanes can polsibly be 
tilled with the moſt ſpacious circles: 
what hope is there, that this world 
which 1s hnite in dimenſions, can cuer 
fill our mindes, whole reach is infinite? 
neuer can the willnor vnderſtandings 
ot our {oules, bee ſatished with any 
thing whichthe creature yeeldes. For 
it any thing in this life, which the 
world affoordeth,might giue content- 
mentto mans immorrtall ſpirit, there is 
nothing can comencerer that work of 
pertection, then learning and know- 
ledge, then wiſedome and vnderſtan- 
ding. For what may better ſatishethe 
appetite ofany thing, then that foode 
which by nature giues it proper nou- 


riſhment, And ſuch athing is learning, 
0 Nan 


? Cicero 

acad que 
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9. 
tEcclel.1.8. 


Cl ij che, Y, CTC \ I'cier 


P Naturale quoddam intenicri.nt pabu- 


lun, as proper and asnaturalla diettor 


thetoule, as q ever milke was for chil- 
dren hanging at the breaſt, or * honye 
for the bees which labour 1a the hiue, 
But (God wor)this toode 15 farre trom 
hilling onr vnderſtandiag; well may we 
hi woes and thirſt fill for more know- 
ledge » burneuer can vur hunger bee 
ſatished , nor our thirſt bee quenched: 
Our ſales) in thislife, with this Prect- 
ous mettall, ſhall queſtionleſſc at the 
molt, bee no more then parcell gilt, we 
can t know bur in part, andthat ma- 
keth-vslone bur in part, The* preacher 
law long tince of rwo other teruants, 
that they could neuer dos inoagh as 
yer toplealcher : notthe c: with ſce- 
1m2ncwe and ſtrange (pectcles, nor 
the care with hearing treih and rare 
taitraciions ,no, rather vwiledome layd 


*Eccl. 24. her (c ife.thar fach is her condition » as 


2.4. 


they which taſte of her, (hall ener hane 
more hunger, andthey which drinke 


at a her well,cheir thirſt ſhall ſill be grea- 
rer: 
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cer: tor the ſoule, whole vaderſtanding 

hath infinite apprehen(ions, neuer can 

be latisfied with ſome fevy tinitleſſons, 

It ſhould ſeeme {o amongſt others, by 

Saint Pezer the Apoſtle,in thoſe two at- 
rendants of his vnderſtanding. For 
touching his eyes, the rwo warchmen 

of his {uule : many 1ſt men with Szme- 

mn, had * wayted no doubt, torthe «.Luk x. 
light of [{raell : many y Prophets, nay, , ney 
many Kings, would faine haue leene ' MM 
thoſe things which hee ſaw, and 

could nor : yea = the bleſſed Angels :; ze r. 
in their heauenly orders, longedtro »2:: 
I (ce Chriſt Telus incarnate, but for 

ome ages could not : yet behold our 
Apoſtle, admitted by the almightic, 

to bee a happieſpeQator of our Saui- 

ours preſence , contents not him- 

ſelke with that, bur needes will (ce 

things future, will know the accidents 

ef {uccedent ages. And forthe 2 other ,,,_ 
which is the ak of learning. Peter diſciplioar 


had heard nor God himſelfe with his Jluzrous 
voyce of maicſtic, for that peraduerure ya fnims- 
would tiun. 


v1 


dFxo, 10, 
19, 
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vvould haue been »too terrible,nor by 
the mouth of his poore {eruants the 


*2, Thro. Prophets, for < that perhaps might liaue 


36.12 
«*KReb.1.2, 


*Luk.4, 
22, 

Ma:h. 7. 
28, 

$8 John. 5, 
39, 


ſeemed roo comemptible , 6 but ſpea- 
king by his ſonne Chriſt Iefus our re- 
deemer, whole words Were nottoo 
tearctul,for © his lips were tal ofgrace, 
nor yet too (imple tor hee t {pake with 
heauenly matcitie,and his ſermons had 
taught him $ althings that were necel- 
larie to everlaſting lite, And yet (ee this 
holy ma is not ſatished with this know- 
ledge, he will yet be learning more, he 
wiil heare what (hal be 79/5 end; Ma- 
#er,layth hee , wha: ſhall become of this 

717 
Wherclore , {ince *alnt Perers eyes 
will never have inough otteeing, nor 
Is eares can1Gt bee laiistied with all 
their hearing , looke what the world 
will centure ot the rwo precedent er- 
rors , that the dels piotte was bur 
weake,when with his temporany pro- 
iects,he thought he could inyeigle the 
lacred ſoule of Chriſt, which yas adi- 
nine 


for his curions queſtion. 

nincand rare immorrtall eflence, and 
that the rich mans hope was fond, 
whilſt he ſuppoſed, he might cramme 
his ſoale,an excellent and heauenly in- 
rellectuall ſpirit , with his grofle and 
carthly corruptible prouitions : ſo vvill 
allmen ſay, that Perers conceit vvas 
vaine, to 1magine that his vnderſtan- 
ding, vvhich vvas infinite in apptehen- 
* ons, could be fully fraught vviththis 
and a thouſand more ſuchqueſtions,as 
though there vvould nor ſtil euermore 
be ſomething , vvhich his diſcourling 
thonghts vvould labour ro atraine to, 
So that if all the vvorld vvould giue 
this certaine verdict, that his labour 
muſt needes be boateleſle, becauſe his 
vvorke vvas endleſſe, our Sauiour 
might vvell returne Saint Perers 2uzd 
fer, good Maſter, vyhar ſhall 794» doe? 
vvith his 2udreferr, alas Perer vohat 
needeſt thou care? vvith idadre? it ap- 
pertaines not to thee, vvhar needeſt 
thou asketharqueſtion? | 


And thus much holy and bleſſed 
F Chriſtians, 


—— - 
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Chriſtians , ſhall ſeruefor the former 

rtofthe vvorlds determination , c6- 
cerning the Apoſtles firſt ſinne, vvhich 
is his ſinne of Commilsion. Novvas 
ſhortly for the latter , vvhar all good 
men may _ as touching the ſecond 


treſpaſſe, vvhich is his ſinne of Omilsi- 
on, For (uppole the vvorld ſhould 
yeeld vnto Saint Pezer, in ſuchtearmes 
aSour Sauiour once vied vnto the Pha- 
$ Math.zg. Tiles Þ Hec ferrſſe licuir, ſed ne alrerum 
83 quidem —_—_ reliquiſSe. Peter let vs 
rant it had beene lavvfull for thee, 
in this and ſuch likequeſtions tohaue 
becne infinitely inquilitiue , yet vuhy 
didſt thou altogetherfayle inthy duety 
of obedience? thou vyouldſt haue 
Chriſt heare, that hee might anſvvere 
thee;and why wiltnot thou hearethar 
thou mayſt follovy him ? vvhar all in 
uveſtioning, andneuer a vvhit inaQi- 
on? hovy ſhould the vvorld approoue 
of (uch aſchollerthovy can ſhe cſteeme 
ehis vaine and empric learning? 
Doubtlcfle I feare ſhee wil prize ic 


very 
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very meanely, and geſle this commo- 

ditie to beeotno great reckoning, For 

beiides that God by his Propher ' Eſay. xg, .,, 

diſliked ſuch (erunors as drevv neere 12. 

him vvith their lippes, but yer drevy 

backe from his vvorthippe in their 

hearts, The very Pagan could novv tell 

him, that * P.rum placent ee litere que \$;lutivg 

al virrurem mil profuerunt , there is bello 

nothing more vnlauorie, yeain mans "8%" 

corrupt mdgement, then knovvledge 

vvithour vertue, then letters vvithour 

manners. Ineedenot to tell him vvhat 

ſtraight ſeuere doome our Sautor once 

gaue againſt the ſlouthtull ſeruant, 

vvhich 1 knevy his maſters vvill, but iy... 

made nomeanes todoeit : let mee bur 47- 

tellhim all the vvorld hath ſubſcribed, 

and confirmed that iuſt ſentence vvith 

theirſeuerall hands , laying ® Od homi- = gacyu;us 

es tonand 9pera,ſaptentiaphioſopha, men 

count it a thing moſt intollerablyhate-, 

tall, ro (ce one for ſpeculation like a n vis Cent, 

Grecian Philoſopher , that (7 a»quazm rflucara. 

per oſtrociſmum) may be ſhut out as too —_ 
F - vvue; 24 
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*Murnu- vvile,and yet for hisaCtion,likea o Ro- 

Iews 17. mane Bardws,that for histoo much (im- 

egl. Man- 5% 5g en - 

vani, Plicitic,may be hiſt outas a foole: toſce 
intheſame perſona head like Salomon, 
and farre vnlike it, a heart like Nabals, 
Jet any man ſay vvhart credite vvere in 
this, 

r arit.vo- I remembera » ſtorie of Thales Mi- 

litic.lib.r, /eſzvs, a man much renovvned for his 

<p.7-* <killin Aſtronomie, that after he hada 

divinat, Jong time obſeruedthe heauens moti- 
ons, and yet not enriched himſelfein 
his ovvne ſtations, there vvere many 
that vvould be vying at the poore Phi- 
lolopher, and tell him ſurely his ſtarre- 
gazing vvasa ſvveet profeſs16,that vvas 
neuer yetableto make him peny rich- 
er. I doubtme, {oall good men would 
tell our Apoſtle, thathis queſtioning of 
Chriſt vvithout yeelding due obedi- 
ence, muſt needes bea faire peece, a 
goodly kind of learning, vvhich per- 
haps might make him vviſer,but ſurely 


wr no vvhit holyer . Let S. Bernardelſe as 
'P fore-man, giuchis verdiQt forthe ref, 


$ ”* and 


b 


for his curious queſtton. 
and reſoluc vs what glorie there can be 
n this practiſe, Verily he will entorme 
vs, that 4 Monſtroſa plane res eſt, tradus 
ſummus » © animis mfunus, ſees prima dus de 
Co mens ima,uultns 2rauts CG veftuslents, mY 


INSENS AUEOYIEKS CO ex12UA probitas , AS MN 
matters of cull life, it is a monſter ina 
kingdome to lee them haue moſt wor- 
(hip, that areleaſt worthie, in dignities 
to begreareſt,vwhich in delerts are (mal- 
leſt:that thoſe to themſclues (hal receme 
the richeſt gifts, which (God wor) in 
themſelues haue bur tne meaneſt gitts: 
thatthey ſhall be garnithed with whole 
pounds of honour, which {carce are 
turniſhed with one dramme ot honeſty: 
Ira ſciemie plurimi conſcientie part, ſer- 
mo multus frucfusnullus, linzua matnilo- 
qua manusremiſſa: in cauſe of Religion 
It is altogether as hideous for a man to 
have in Timlelfe a plentic of all (cience, 


and yet withall a penurie of good con- 
(cience, to hauea tongue like him in E/- 
dras, * that ſpeakes by the talent, and 
yet handes like him in Salomon, that 

F3 [ {carce 
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| »Prou, 6, © ſcarce works bythe ounce. So farre is 
10, the worlds herold from ſounding forth 


her prayles, that hee blazeth this lear- 
nings armes with barres ard notes of 
infamie : our Saujour therefore mul 
needs correct it with 2474 a1 refFie Pe- 
rer,it is diſgracetull:ifthe wor!d centure 
thy firſt actionto bee fruitleſle, becauſe 
impoſ1ble: and thy latter demerite 0di- 
ous, and much abhominable; I miſt 
needes admonitſh thee, it beſeemes nor 
my Diſciple. Wheretore holy and blel- 
(ed brethren , pertakers of the heauenly 
calling , 1t our Lerd and $auiour (o (e- 
uerely reprooued this thirſting atter 
knowledge,withour working in obedi- 
ence,this uid hic ms. Peter, without / 
pre, ſequar , good Maſter I will follow 
thee,let me beleech youthat ({incethis 
generation, and many eſpecially in this 
honourable Citic,are ſo miich addicted 
tolingularitieof opinion, morethen to 
{ingleneſle of conuerſation , as though 
Religion conliſted not inthis but inthe 
other, in leerning queſtions , without 

| following 
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following precepts)it would pleaſe you 
tro conlider, how worthily our Redee- 
mer beſtowed this checke vpon thar 
kind of wiſedome as being neither plea- 
ling to himſelfe, nor | mos tothe 
Apoſtle, nor yer gracetull or well repu- 
red of inthe worlds eſtimation. 2414 ad 
re? ſayth our Saviour, 

Remember, O remember I moſt 
h1mbly intreate you , what Saint James 
thar good Biihop in old time did aduer- 
tile vs: that ſpure Religion and vndeti- 'laBer, 
led before God,is what?to be humerous 7” 
11 maintayning ſtrange and vaine para- 
doxes, to broche dayly to the world 
ſomenew-found aſſertios? No,noſuch F 
matter: this is it which God our Father 
welaccepteth,ifwe viſite the fatherleſſe 
and widowes in their troubles, and if 
wee keepe our ſelues vnſported of the 
world. Yea this is ſound Religion; hee 
thatwilbe a pure one, let him be pure 
in this ſort; not to bee oddein his lear- 
ning,bur to be good in his liuing, elſeall 
his quid hic will bee nought withour 

B 4 Sequere 
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ZSeqguere. 

Forget not beloued brethren, you 
thatare called to Perers function, the 
moſt honourable ſeruice vnder Kings 

«Luke x, KDPrinces, ou not John Baptiſt « that 
7s, Prophet otthehigheſt, how he was nor 
*lokn1. onely * vox clamantis in deſerro, onethat 
*3* could criealoude,that could ſpeake wel, 
7 Math.11 . but that alſo,  Necedens venit necl bens , 
5. hewas one that liued well, his carriage 
wasa patterne of all grauelobrietie: O 
tolow his ſteps, imitate 10/2 Bapriſt, let 
notall beequeſtions,and nought in acti- 
ons,all care of ſtudie,and none ofpictic. 
This is it which our Sauiour by no 

meanes will approoue of. 

And for youthe deere children ofthe 
Church our mother , may it pleaſe you 
atmy inſtance, (eariouſly ro conlider, 
chat it is indeede a high and excellent 


+ £ aQs17. COMMendation for any one * with Bar- 


*4- uabas amongſt the [ewes go hauethis 
gwen forth othim,O (i e15agood 


*atts!0. man : or 2 With Corpelins amongſt the 


Z, . . . . . 
Gentues , toreceiue this teflimonic of 
them 


ſor his curious queition. 
them that know him, Doubrleſse rh1s 
man is one that feares God: But let meby 
your patiencerell you withall , that hee 
which with Burrabas would bee cout- 
rcda good man, muſt procure this op1- 
nion by his fayth {hewneto the world, 


and ſpecihe it by the aboundance of 


Gods graces dwelling in him : Þ tor fo 
did hee inthe Acts of the Apoſtles. And 
hethat with Corxel:as would be famous 
for deuotion, or be eſteemed of others 
a man very religious, muſtnorthinke it 
reſts ina bare naked knowledge,in mul- 
urudes ofqueſtions, or infrequent con- 
terence. No,he muſt doe c 2%, did,hec 
muſt pray oft to God, and gine much 
almes tothe people: elſe all his know - 
ledge is nought without obedience. 

In one vword,Jet vs al which(o toytul- 
lytriumph, in that happie name of pro- 
telled Chriſtians , fixe alwaties in our 
thoughts that bleſſed 14a of Chrilt le- 
f11s himlelfe, our Sauior and Redeemer, 
whonot onely for his wiledome was a- 


bietoreport what thing ſocuer 1n for- 
mer 


ba/trr, 
244 


* ACt.10,2 


« Marc.7. 


; 
1 
# * Marc.1t. 
| 
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mer times was acted: (torſo fayd the 
woman of Sa-ariaat the Well, 4 Omnia 
vere dixir, He hath rold me all things right) 
but allo for his holineſſe did worke in 
the world, all the gracious workes of 
perfect righteouſnelle, for ſothe Galile- 
ans could teſtifie of him © O-mmiaredtefe- 
cir, He hath done all thinss well too: hee 
knewallthings direQly,he did all things 

iſtly. An admirable patterne, a worthic 


Il 
. prelident, Learnethen (good Chriſtt- 


29, 


ans) not of Petey in this Scripture, to 
ſeekfor knowledge with negleR ofdu- 
tic,to bequicke in hearing, yet Burſlow 
n tollowing,to bealwaies learning bur 
neuer practiling : for this you ſee our 
Sauiour hnds him blame-yyorthie: bur 
learne of Chriſt himſelte, the Churches 
fheauenly (choole-maſter, learnethis 
one leſſon, ar leaſt ſtudie often inthe 
courle of your liues on it,to make wile- 
dome and iuſtice {weetely kille roge- 
ther, to make knowledge and obedi- 
ence louingly run along liketo ecuen 
paralells, I meane if ſorcadily you wil 

recciue 


a S=momemy 


for is curious queſtion, 

reccine the hit part of our Sauiours 
lecture, $to bee wileas Serpents, that ; 1, 
Iike goud {chollers you would ſpeedily 19.6. 
tzke outthe next; to bee innocent as 
Loves: that you w rould make the holi- 
nclie of your conuerſation, alwayes 
concurre with the meaſure of your 
vnderſianding. 

And thus muchright Honourable, 
right Worſhiptull, and right worthi- 
ly reſpecied, thall lerueto haueſpoken 
forthe firſt part ofthis Text, towitte, 
the ae inthis due reproofe: whichis 
our Saulour commanding (eruice, but 
an{wered of Saint Perer with nought 
but queſtions, and therefore checking 
him with 2dadre Perre? 


It remaineth that wee beſeec! Godine 
4 . . X / 
faire 4 of all tfedome, that paſei; 20 {0 OHET TIE 


» lc; 
fuate of ithar kind of know Jedi » BY ich b Tainc# I - 


veirs ful of nothins but ſtrife and conen- 15. 
1101, 78 altogether earth ly, fuafull, and dine- 
lifh,he wold Powre into vs from abaueythas 


celeſtiall wiſedome, which being een:  Iam-3.17 
* pexceab! le, 


| 
' 
q 
** 
1 
: 
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peaceableggentle, and without hypocriſie, is 
fraught with all mercie, andthe fruits of 


200aneſſe. Andtiis God the Father of his 
mercieefor Christ Teſus his Sonnes merites, 
by the bleſſedguidance of his holy Spirit, fa- 
wourably vouchfafe to grant vm10 vs, To 
which three perſons, one God Almizhric, 
Immortall, and onely wiſe, bee all honour 
and prayſe,laude, andrhank(-ziuins 
a{cribed by vs and all his crea- 
tures,this day andforcuer 
whil(t rheworld en- 
durcth. Amen. 


Ee) 


Laus Deo. 


og 2 


" FEI b 


Wyre? 
EEE 


THE THIRD 


Sermon. 


SF Vt of this ſhort Scripture(be- 
* loued Chriſtians) conlitting 
IZA of toure parts, as a naturall 
wana body of toure principall Ele- 
ments, I haue heretofore in this and 
' another Auditorie, intreated of the firſt: 
to witte, the agent which inthis place 
keepes vilitations with S.Perer,and that 
was Chriſt Ieſus,the Arch-biſhop of his 
ſoule : Iproceede,by your patience, to 
the ſecond, whichis his Action, & that 
1s his reproofe of the Apoſtles curioſ1- 
tie, Whichheere our Sauiour checks 
withthis ſharpereprehenlion,/r hecom- 
merh nor thee Peter, it beſeemesnor my 
Diſciple. 

In vnfolding which reproofe from 
the Churchesgreat Reformer, let w_ 


£ 


 Tuls,z ©. 
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firſt in all poſsible humilitie beſcech 


you, thatno man milconceiue or mil- | 
conſtrue thele my (peeches, who ſtriue 


not toreſtraine the moſt painetull iear- 
ching atter neceſlarie knowledge, bur 
onely torepreſſe the tickling humor of 
fruitleſle Curroſurie. 

I remember aſtorie of the » men of 
Bentaminghatthe Scriptureſayth, they 
wereexcellent atthe {ling , ſoas it they 
threw ſtonesat any marke, they would 
not fayle to hit it within the breadth ot 
a hayre: but yetasaCtiueand asnimble 
as they were, they were but lefc-han- 
ded people, they threw not with the 
righr. This brings ro memorie a {aying 


| 
of King Sazomons,who tells vs Þ that the 


. heart ofa wile man, isat his right hand, 


but (alas) the foole hath his placed on 
the left. Indeede not vnlike, it wantcth 
not probabilite. Four (God wor) there 
are many in this vild cen(orious world, 


1' «4 Kin.4. Which doe not < with Ejhithe man of 


41 God(in the Colledgeof the Prophets 


which was atG#/2all)rurne bitter Collo- 
quinrida 


Os =”. © T— 7” 


oO R—— 


forhis carions queit1on. 
quzmtida into wholeſome foode, nor 


 withour Lord and Maſter 4 at the lo- «19ha 38 


lemne marriage, change weake and 
thinne cold water, into neat and ſtrong 
hot wine : bur < (curſed as they arc) *Ef.g0 
miſcall the creatures, ſpeaking good of 
euill, and euill of good, putting darknes 

for light, and ſowre for (weete, Exam- 
ple ofthis may be thoſe two periured 
witneſles, who when our Sauiour had 

ſaid f Deſtroy this earthly building,and *lobn 2. 
onceinthree dayes I willrayſe it vpa- *'%: 
m=_ , ſpeaking ofthis owne moſt ble(- 

ed body , which was but as ours 15 $ 4 « Iob.4. 
clayietabernacle, did notwithſtanding o—*2- 
h of ſette pretended mallice, peruert « yyue.zc. 
his heauenly and moſt ſacred words, #1 
as though he had viterced them of /eru- 


 ſaſems Temple, which was that Cities 


beautie , andthe whole worlds glorie: 
wherefore (ince this age and preſent 
congregation , wanteth not anumber 
of left-handed Beniamrres, & evil-heare 
redauditors, let menotIpray you , be 
ſo vnderſtood, as though my inuectiue 

| againſt 


Chr Iſt checkerto S, Peter 


againſt S. Perer, (t.ould be an Apoiogie 

iaQtr7, 1forthem of Athens,or as though inre- 
*3- prouing this ages curiolity, I would pa- 
trronize the old worlds palpable grofle 
ignorance : | meane no ſuch matter, 

tk 4. Ht the k Philoſophers entitle her the 
Puma:. Aurle of great deepe wonders,or!{ome 
= ID (which would make knowledge their 
aquimas OWNE peculiar) letthem grace her tur- 
ther, to be Denotions morher : Mother 

let her bee to Religion itthey will, bur 

ſurely they thall neuer make her more 

*Kom, thenſtep-mother : » for how ſhall men 
'-*+ ſeruethat God,ct whom they hauenor 
heard? ortrue mother it they wil needs 
haue her, and that there beno remedy, 
Jette them better learne to know her 
daughters name it is not Denotton, 
they miſtake her , it is Superſtition : foc 
loSaint Pawſayd inthe ftrecte of Mars, 
that they ® which worſhipped atthe 
:;. Altar ofthe /nknowne God (there was 
242.17. the Mother) poorepeople were 9 ex- 


*** cecedingly too much ſuperſtitious, there 


tollowed the Daughter. Ipnorancegnd 


Ci ſuper- 


- 24. os mg 


__ 


<A. Its w ng, 


for his carious queſtion, 
ſuperſtition of force mult go together. 
Burt {lnce 1 make no queſtion of it, 
that as » tO ſtand betore the throne of A 
Godand the Lambe Chriſt Jefus,is the 2.34 
3 tzlncs and laciery ot the next worlds _ 
beatitude;tothe entrancein chis life to * "ak Fi 
a Chr iſtian telicitie, * isto knovy God c loh.17 34 
the Father, and his promiſed Melsias :I 
hope no man will lurmiſe, that pur- 
potcly declaime,agaiali the rue know- 
ledge ot our moſl mercitall God : bur 
onely azainft that vaine Curiolitie, 
waich 15 "never fatisfied in endleſſe 
quettions : tor this 1s it which our Sa- 
niour milliketh in S. Peter, and tels him 
it befits him not, with Buidad ze Pe- 
rye 
Non therefore, it it pleaſe you, lette 
vi examine thisattainder: firſt if our A- 
poſtle were guiltte ofthis crime: and in 
thenext place(if he were) what ſhould 
moue our bleſſed Sauiour with ſuch 
vehemencie of words,totaxe this (mall 
mhrmitic,as not to lay nibil refert Petre, 
It makes no matter, it COncernes nor 
& thee 


fr, Tim.s. 
20,21, 


taRh.to, 
19. 


* Caluinu 
inftie.li.z. 
cap.z1.1n 
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s Laureut. 
wiluicep- 
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thee Ferer, but withan interrogation, 
what haſtthou todoe withit? 2uidid 
ad rc? What is that to thee Perer? 

For the tormer , which is the inqui- 
ric after this fact in S. Perez: Timorhy in 
in his Dioceſle indeede had (uch, \ as 
of prophane bablings and oppolitions, 
meere ſophiſticall canils, did make to 
the world an open plaine profel(sion: 
and Epheſus that great Citie, renowned 
throughall .{ſza, had many (chollers 
of this kind, «© ſtudents of curious Arts: 
bur is it poſsible that in Chriſts (choole 
any bendtheic ſtudies that wayes? can 
Peter beany of that ſocietie? yes alas, 
it is true, Perer 1s not cleare from this 
infection. For as in generalitie that 
u late Druine ſayd well, that iz Curioſs- 
ratis hnius audaciam mult: paſcim ruunt, 
© inys quidam alioqui non mal; , Many 
menareſubieQ to bee too audaciouſ] 
curious,& in this number ſome, whic 
otherwiſe are very good men : ſo in 
particular, tis * certaine concerning 
our Apofile , that his queſtion to our 

Sauiour 


. _ e 
for his curious queſtion. 
Sauiour , as touching his fellow Tohn, jus. de 
(uoured a little roo much of this fruit- anftusin 
leſſe curiolitie : hee was right one of One | 


Eues(onnes, truubled with the y hearts ' Cal.in- 


itch: whoſe (oule beeing tickled with — 


luſt z of knowing good and euill , cea- (&.ro. 
ſed not from her motions till (hee felt 'Geng 
a merri-gall; [ndeede (ome pleaſure in 
himſclfcbad S, Peter by inquiring after 
newes, but bitternes from Chriſt, when 
hee reprooues it with this checke, & 
.2ujdidad re? thy foule is too tickliſh 
Peter, (hee luſts roo much for know- 
ledge. Bur if the diſeaſe beeno more 
dangerous , nor the crime more hay- 
nous, .2uid opuseſt 2ladio vt occidas muſ- 
cam? What neede (o bitter pilles, to 
urgeſo ſmall a (icknefle? a word had 
eenc inoughto chaſtiſe that ſmalltreſ- 
paſſe , whar needed this inueQtiue, for 


ey 1 
one poorequeſtion? O (ir, 2uia ® mag S 


ms paſtor fuir Petrus, nulla vel lenis in eo _.*" 

ferends culpa vel curioſutas. Had S. Peter yes. 

been anordinary man,one of the com- 

m6 multitude, our Sauior eicher with 
G2 Allence 


| 
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filenceor more mildneſſe would haue 
paſſed it ouer : but being a pillar of his 
Church, a Pcere of his (pirituall king- 
dome,theleaſt flaw inſ{uch a Pillar, the 


* {malleſtindecornm intfucha beaupeare, 


d Vincen- 
cius ibid. 


© [nd.1.7. 


might not bee pretermitted without 
correction, For Þ» Peabas licet adhereat 
prluts, non ram curamus : ar 1n capite in- 
quinamenti nihil patimer : italittle duſt 
chance toſticke on our feete, wee doe 
not heede it: but on our faces, which 
arethe beauteous heauens of our lefler 
world; wee cannot endure the leaſt 
diſparagement. T he <{euentie Princes 
vnder © Aaonibezeo, might happilic 
brookethe cutting of their roes, it was 
no opendetormirie, it wasnot ſeencin 
the bodie: but 4 Davids Embaſſadors, 
if their viſages bee dilhgured, when 
the \monites in mockerie, haue ſha- 
ved their beards to the haltes, cannot 
but be aſhamed , and bluſh ar ſuch in- 
dignities,So could our Redeemer per- 
haps haue winked, if this deformitie 
had been inthe foot of his body,in - 
lea 


Rn Oo al ————A—R trons; > wt 4 
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for bis curions queſtion. 
leaſt of his little ones: but in him which 
wasa Prince and Capraine of his Com- 
panies,*achoyle Prolocutour of his {a- 
cred Parhaments, it mightnot eſcape * 4&2. 


without controlement. Wheretore, "y 


though there were manifold graces of 
the bleſſed ſpirit, retulgent in. Perer: | 
as his f readie obedience tro our Saut- 'Math.4.f 
ours firſt call, whe he was chotento be ” 
an honourable Apoſtle : his s thirſt of, .. 
heauenly wiledome, when heecraued 41. 
an expolition of his Maſters Parables:k * Toh. 13. 
his (weete and humble modefty,yvher 3” 
hee denyed the Lord of glory to waſh 
his (weaty fect: and i his reſolute mag- ' 10b-13.6 
nanimitie, to offer his life in his leaders 
quarrell;yert none of theſe, nor all thele p 
could begpe a pardon, that this default FE 
in ſo great an Apoſtle ſhould not bee 
chaſtiſed with Quid ad re? Peter, 
—_—_ ſuch golden ſplendent ver- 
rues,this vice of Curiolity not is beſce- 
ming. f 

. And ſurely, though the glorie of 
theſe celeſtial ornaments may ſeeme 

G 3 lufficicnt 
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ſufficientto haue caſt a ſhade,in which 
this one infirmitie might haue beene 
couered; yet it our Apoſtle ſhall duelic 
marke in this his darling which heere- 
ſo tenderly he hath imbraced,burt ſome 
few lineaments:and obſerue-in Curio- 
ſitie butthree things onely, her paren- 
tage, her qualities, and her entertaine- 
ment, I dareſay hee will not wonder 
that our Sauior {o earneſtly doth warne 
him to dilclaime her. When he ſhall ſee 
(Ifay) theſtocke of her ancetours, the 
qualities of her life,and her entertaine- 
ment withthe wiſe, he cannot but (ub- 
mitte himſelfe to this reprehenſion of 
.2uidadie? from his Lord and Maſter, 
For thefrſt therefore, which is the 
originall of this (inne , the ſtocke from 
which the pedigree muſt bee ſetchr: 
we muſtnotlooke (as * Pallas could) to 
deriue it from aboue: God wor it isa 
lower houſe where wee muſk find her 
ancetours, For it wee ſhould looke to 
bring her ofspring from the heauens, 
as though Chriſt werethe ſchoole- rc 
cr 


for hrs curious queitton, 


fer of ſucha (cience : indeede we ſhall 
heare him ſay ! Dſcire a me , Ec. Sirs 13gath.ve, 
come to mee, I will reade youa lec- »s. 
wure : yea, but this Text is of humUity, ; 
and not of Curiolitie :if you willlearne | 
of me,learne to be meeke and lowly. 

Looke as the ſun in nature = which = celius 
Is the heauens bright cye, the worldes Rhodop. 
warme comtorte, and theritchfoun- 
raine of delighttulllight, though ordi- 
rarily as ® a mighty Giant he retoyceth » ya. 19.5. 
torunne his courle from Eaſt ro Weſt; 
yet © onceretyred himlelftein Ahas ,  ,_ ſ. 
diall and went backe ten degrees from 0. 
Weſt ro Eaſt : ſorhat ſhining ? ſunne of *Mal.4-2. 
incoparable righteouſhes Chriſt Teſus , 1 pip. x. 
the Melsias, * though equallfrom eter- 6. 
nitie in the Godhead with his father: 
delights in dilroabing himſelfe of that I 
bis gloric, and inthat mutable diall of 
our mortall nature, abaſed himlſelfe 
through tenne degrees of his humilia- 
rion:when by his incarnation, his nati- 
uitic,and circumcifion, his ohedience 
to his parents, and his refulall of the 

G 4 Crowne, 
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*Rernard, 
de grudtb, 


hu:miita- 


L1S , 


fCaluinys 
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crowne, his meane riding to Jeruſalem, 
and the waſhing of his Diſciples teete: 
his death, his buriall, anc his going into 
hell;hee gaue vsa clcere light to walke 
in meekeneſle 2tter him. 1s Curiolitic 
then his daughter , or as his (choller 
takes (hee forth this leſſon? dothitee 
ſhew ſhee commeth of his kindred by 
her humble loyylines? Alas no {uch mat- 
ter: " Primus ſuperb trauns et Curtis ſt- 
745, not the loweſt ground of Chriſts 
humilitie, but the fiſt ray{ed fteppe ot 
ſwelingpride,is Curiotitic: asncere of 
bloud as you will haze her, ſhee is t00 
hawtiearrogance , butnot inthe fur- 
theftremooucd degree allied tv meck- 
nefſe. Let him eiſe ſpeake ot her, which 
$kiltujl'- could blaze her armes, when 
he tolc, vs that \ »!l;5 repatiits colubert 
poreit quinin ſublizs? fe proviptar , niril ſi 
liceat arcant quoInm ſrvnretny, relichur.y 
Deo: (heis madeal! ofpride,who ther- 
foreas uv puſfe of winde canno waves 
be kept in any bounders : but withher 
inſolenceraylcth vp her felfe as highas 

heauen, 


fer tis curions queFton. 
heauen, there leauing not the ſecreteit 
corner of Gods pruiie clolet vnran- 
ſacked :tlhe might. If the then _ 
tiri! tate of that Bavilonian ladder : 
which men would thrult their Ra 
into heauens hidden myſteries : andift 
Chriſt be the lowly {choo!e-maiter of 
meckeneile vpon earth, ikeecan by no 
meanes bee kth or kinne to our Saui- 
our : though knowledge be a * checte 
thing that inakes men like to God , yet 
Chrilt owneth not the af{nnine of this 
viddith wiledome : andthercfore no 
maruell though he eſirange Peres from 
her with 2:4 ad re? bee NOt acq!i, I1- 
red with her 7 cer, ſheetznoneoiiny 
tamiliars. 

It then ſhce canclaine no kindred 
fromaboue, wee mult lookeſor her 
prozenitours in ſome lower houle : it 
ſheecxmenot downe from heanen, I 
pray God (he were not ſpewed vp vn- 
toearth from hell : andſarcly it wee 
| Uke counſell of the at1ncient Heraulds, 
| Ifeare mee they wil terch her firſt ori- 

einall 


'Gen 3.5. 
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inal! fromthe dinell . Let that hony- 
father u S, Pernardelle deliuer you his 
ſound indgement, and tell you (as hee 
thinkes) trom whence ſhe was begot- 
ten.Te arent adaliud(layth hee) laren- 
rer incor ruumillabirur ſerpens © bland: 
alloquirur:blanditts rationem, mendacys 
7 1morem compeſcit, nequaquam (inquiens) 
morieris: ſed curioſuatem acur dum cupt- 
aitatem ſungerir , &c, Ipremile you a 
ſtocke of great antiquitie, ofnoleſle 


age then ſince Adam and Exe: (hee was 


familiar with 'them in the worldes | 


beginning. But who was her father? 
marylette him tell youthat roo, O mo- 
ther Ewe ſayth Bernard ( for hee telles 
her thetale)there was indeede(as wee | 


*Luk. ro, hauelearned (ince) but a vnicumneceſ- 


42 + 


| 
dGen.2. 


17 


ſariuum,but one thing to bee hearkened | 


r00(Gpds lacred Oracle) which was 
b morte morieris, Enewhen thou ſhalt 
cate ofthat forbidden fruite,the penal- 
tie is death, thou ſhalt die for diſobedi- 


ence: this was it which charilie in the [* 


cloſet of thy heart, thou ſhouldſt m_ 
layd 


for his curious queſtios. 


| hayd vp,as < ſince did the ſecondExea, 


better meſſage: but thy mind like an e- 


FJ uillhulwife , gadding from thy heart, 


4 lettroome forthe old Serpent (ubrilly 
| :ollide him(elfe in, where with allure- 
| ments hebewitcht thy reaſon , when 


he told thee one bit of it would make 
thee as wile as God was : and where 
withlyes (of which he is ſtill the grea- 
teſt mint-maſter) he ſuppreſt thy teare 


{ ot udgement, which heſayd was but a 
; bugbeare: with theſe hee (pedde thee 


with a longing for the fruit, and heere 
he begatthe inſatiable thirſt of know- 
ledge: this was the firſt conception of 
{inf 11l curioſfitie,thus was ſhe bred and 
brought foorth to the world. Hearke 
good Saint Perer:$.Bernardhath drawn 
you lines of Exes divers progenie : ſhee 
had indeedeby Adim, AbelandCarn, 
the rwo Churches liuely figures, bur 
bythe diuell ſhe conceined & brought 
forth Curioſitie : indeede the former, 


; butthe worſer teeming : ſo that if you 


; would know the houle ſhe camefrom, 


and 


Luk.z * 


29 


PX 
- 


mw os 
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and who was her great Grandfather, 
hell was her natiue loge,and the diuell 
did firſt begette her, And doubtleſle, 
not more {weetely then {oundly hath 
Saint Berxard ſpoken, for from the di- 
uell,yea,from that infernal (pirit which 
firſt is ſpoken of in the holy Scriptures, 
had (he her beginning. T he multitude 
ofthoſe powers of darkenefle is excee- 


« Marc.:s, ding great, of which ſometimes in 


I, 


e Marc.5.9 


C anſcl- 
nN1ms. 


* Marc. 
24. 


k Joh, 14. 


32, 
i Fohe.5.5. 
t Luk. 12, 
10, 


one woman no lefle then {euen are: 
{ometimes in < one man a whole leg}- 
on, full 6 o o o:cuery day about each ot 
VS ® Tor A&mones 1m acre, quer aromin fo- 
le,as many {pirits in tne ayre, 25 moates 
are 1n the (unne : but of all thele milli- 
ons, thelacred Writte vouchſaferhto 
name but onely foure:and ot them the 
firſt and moſt auncient in record, is hee 
which begot this minion in the world, 
It was not 3 Mammon the peny-fathers 
Saint, the h Prince of this world : for a- 
gainſt his i idolatours our Sawour 
would hauecryed, « you fooles, this 
night ſhall your ſoules bee taken from 

you: 


w_ 


for his cerious queſtion. 


you:nor it was not 1.4ſmodens,that (ug-! Tobir.z. 
geltor ot vncleannefſle: for againit » his ,,. Fn 
tilthie workes of night and darkenelle, 1, 
he would haue preached as S. Pauldid, 

n Mortifie your earthly embers formeart-* Co'ol. 3, Þ 
on, concupiſcence , eal affections, Ge. It, +.Reg.2 " 
was not » Belzebub that God of vani- re 
ties,and? lying wonders,for againſthis * __ 
(eruitours Chriit would haue exclay- ; 
med with Jeruſalems Preacher, 4 Ova-iEcclel,r. 
rite of vanities, «ll is but vanitie, But it & 
was Luciter, he that firſt is mentioned, 

who ſhining once in heauen * asthe *Fly 14. 
bright morning flare, couldnor con- «1,1, ';" 
tent himlelfe with that matchleſle ſtate v«:l 

of heauenly bleſiednes, burmuſt a{pire 

to rayle his throne * as high as Gods ' Fay. 74: 
was, and equalize himlelfe in mateſtie Fl 
\iththe higheſt. T his was he, which 

fallen from the firmament himlelfe, 

like ® a flake of lightning, * laboured to *Luke.ro. 
dra\y the leſſer ſtarres todarkeneſle af-, ,_ '*: 


2 * Reu. 12. 
ter him, and therefore knowing not 4- 


X—_— oo 


| onely Y that TavTE & vIgwror Ts udnyau oge- 7 Ariſtor. 


&9. 
yore evo All men by nature haue dwg | 
intimate li& cas þ 


» I ndovi. 
madagijs, 


*r\a $.7. 


dRep.1o. 
19. 


© {a J0,7. 
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intimate deſire to attaine to know- 
ledge, bur allo = that ty yauwrgey in7, 
=«yre kdivas it 1s moſt ſweet, and maruz:- 
lous delicious, to haue an vniuerſal 
knowledge and infight in all things, be- 
ganne to nurſe vp Ee with this {ugered 
milke: hee tolde her it was nothing lor 
her which was Empreſle ofthe world, 
2 Dominari leonibus , to hane the crea- 
tures in ſubieQtion, to mount herſelf 
itoan iuorie throne borne vp with 
Lyons: Þ ſinfull Salomon afterwardes 
might doe as much as that was: why 
ſhould not ſhee fo pure a creature, 
reare vp her ſelfe a glorious chayre of 
ſtare, ſupported ma diuine and intel: | 
lectual cherubins? and there < (cate her,” 
(elfe, as God himſclfe fits, Swpra om: * 
nem ſcientie plenitudinem, inal plenitude ! 
of knowledgetwhy would not ſhe ſeek 
to beas wiſe as God was? : thus did he 
beſotpoore credulous Exc,and rhus be- 
gate he inthe world, this fruitleſle Cu- 
riofitie, which ſithence hath enermore 
infuſed her (clfe mmothe minds of men: 
| heere 


for bis curious queſtion. 


heere is her ſtocke indeede, old inough 
and auncient, but her progenitor un- 

10us and helliſh, Then bethinkethee 

lefled Perer , wilt thou match in ſuch a 
kindred? wilt thou conuerſe withone 
that is of this damned family?Alas think 
not ſtrange , fince this idle Curioſities 
none 9y5 familiars to thy bleſſed Sa- 
uiour, but a wicked daughter ofthe di- 
uellhimſelfe, whoſe ſtocke came firſt 


{ from hell, and whoſe father wasa (cr- 


pent : thinke not ftrange(good Perer) if 
thy maiſter ſeeing thee with her, forbid 
theeof her companie, ſaying, Ludad 
ie? come leaue her Simon Peter, haue 
no dealing with her. 

And rhus much tor the firſt thing, 
which was this vipers parentage. Now 
followeth the next and the ſeconde 
poynt, which may demonſtrate the 
worthines of our Saujours reprehenſt- 
on,and that is the full veweofthe qua- 
lities in her (elfe. For happily ſhee may 


ſay d as Ly: did inthe ofd time, Nobi- *Senceain 
le I's aus F*-S- ” . Herc. 
s non ſunt mil aui, nec altis inclyt# _ Do 
2,ſe.2, 


| 


e Ludor- 
CUS 11 ada- 


£115. 
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1s centzs, ſed clara virius, Indeedel can» | 
not boaſt much of my father and my | 
ancetours, I fiand not greatly vpon my 
liocke and pedipree, b at [ haue vertues 
of mine owne , which ſuitciently may 
commend me, {hauc races 1nme , for 
which the world admires mee. Loubr- 
leile brauely ſpoken, but (hee wants 
200d Neighbou 'rs, and 1tthat beetrue 
which common! y Is layd, © that xz 
x: xaxoy wor like birde, like C22c 
like father,like daughter, it were Arave 
that the diuell ſo vplic as hee i is, ſl:ould 
bring torth Curtoltty (o faireas (he pre- 
tends. Vhereforc let vs make triall of 
thele her vaunted vertues, and I pre- 
{ume tar if either wee reſpect God, 
hericliz, or the world, wee ihail knde 
her vapieatin? to the higheſt, vnruickill 
1 her ielte, and dangerouſiy hurttull to 
the{oules of men: the leat of thele 
avleto 2xtorta check from Chriſt whe 
he toand his ſecuant Perez ſo poſleſted 
wich her, 


For the firſt tt wee lit vp our eyes to 
the 


for his curious queition. 
the heauens and our creator, as heſayd 
f wheres the learned-(cribe, and the:, co; 
grand'difputer?we may fitly ſay, where 5. 
1s the (brill doctour, whereisthe curl» * 
ous Qiteſtioniſt? how plealing vato = * "q 
God iz his fweeteprofelsion, ishe the -- 
Student whole learning is {0 om : 
ſurely wee may an{were of them as S. 

Pay! did of the other, truely no (ir, 

$ Sapientia huins mundi ſtultiria apud de- t 1.Cor, 
um,the great wiſedome oftheſe men is ibidem- 
but fooli:hnefle with God,it is a know- 

ledge in which hee takes no ſuch plea- 
ſure. Of men it is true,and tooapparent, 

h vt immodica cupido pluſquam fas eft ſci> ) Caluinus 
ent, nos titiller, that the body is not — 
more apt to laugh with vm" m4 ED 
then the ſoule doth skippe for toy, 
whilſt ſhee hunts after needleſſe and 
ſubrile queſtions. Take an inſtance if ir 
pleaſe you in both the generations:both 
intheformer age, andthis weeliue in, 

In old time Dr9ſcornus was fo bewitched 
with ſuch quiddities, ſounding in his 
earesas (weet as Syrens longs, thats 4u- 
guftine 


Chriſt's checke ro $. Peter 
guſtine that good Father, was faine 


| Laugut. + abripere illum de medio curtoſaris inqui- 
Epiſt.55. ſarionumgotake him off by hold, leaſt he 
ſhould dwell in thoſe ſtudies. And for 

this giddie-headed age in which yee 

liue,it is dayly experimented, that k »u- 

k Caluinus #074 Voluprart ſunt curioſa iſt ec ham ue 
« enpngnggs in -vſu ſunt quoridiano. Gods bleſled will 
i which he hath reuealed, isnothing fo 
pan or delightfullto many men, as 

is this bulie prying into his hidden le- 

crets, Now our holy Creede,the Roy- 

all Law,ourt Sauiours prayer, the Chur- 

ches Sacraments, ruſh theſe are ſtale 


things, childrenare cunning thus farre, | 


iZanchius but if you can, out of Dionjſus deſcribe 


deoped. yntovsthe heauenly hierarchie: iffrom 


dei parte.1 


lib.z,cap. thence you can ſhewe vs howe manic 
i4 ordersthere beeof Angelles, whether 
there benineor moreor leſle: in euerie 
order howe many degrees or formes 


there are:and in euerictorme how ma- *' 
ny Angels itte : O this wereworth the þ 
hearing, ſuchaDoQour were worthy | 


che following, that inonehowresSer- 
_ a 


x 
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mon could make his audience as skiltul, 
asthoughin a iourney of many yeeres, 
they had trauailed themſelues through- 
out allthe heanens . Silly tondlings,who 
when S., Paul which® was rapt vppeas *2 Cor.1. 
high as thethird heauen,couldrel them "7 
no luch nevyes,nor report themno ſuch 
matter,(but contrari-wale, rather ® told * :.Cor.rz 
themrhat which he heard might not be be 
dilcloled, no man cauld vtter it) doe 

othinke that Droniſuusas though he had « cqumy; 
beenea preſent gueſt, notina Platoni- inftic.ib.: 
cal but an Angelicall banquer, had been (a ta 
dropt downe from the cloudes, as it it | 
wereto bring them tydings, what he 
had (eenc in another world,and hoy he 
had parlyed with the Angels. But how 
acceptable (oeuerthis knowledge 15to 
man, p who isnought but vanitie, and » vſi.s2.5. 
followeth atter lealings, ſure Iamthar 

9 Deo et inzrariſcima, tis vnplealing tO « Zanchius 
the Almightie, his ſouleabhorres it : he a 
q can (ay © Sapire, my ſonnes, bee wiſe, I, fc. 
3 would haue you to bee (o : yea but hee * Rs. 12. 
4 added ad /obrierarem, beenottoo wile, 13 
H2 - ke 


WII .. _<-— - by | 


* Mat. 13. 


C zernar- 
dus de 


k 


radib. 


umilit, 


\ 
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take heede of Curiolitie. And therefore 
it ſhe beſo yrklome inthe eyes of his fa- 
ther, no maruaile though Chriſt would 
repell her from the heart ofhis ſeruant 
with 2uidad re? baniſh her from thee 
Peter , my father doth'not loue her. 
Bur why ſhould nor God affed her? 
15not this ſhethar is fruithill in the mul- 
tiplicitieofall knowledge? isnotthisa 
bleſſed graine of thar : Evangelical! 


. corne, which brings foorththirtie , ſix- 


tie, an hundred foldes increaſe? is not 
this the nimble motion of mans neuer- 
reſting {oule, which breedes him plen- 
reous meaſures of all compleare Skill? 


Verie well remembred, that is indeede 


the ſecond thing of which ſhe boaſted: 
bur ler { Saint Bernard tel her what pro- 
fite there is in her, he will aſſure vs and 
wemay belecue him, thar Nihileſt in 
homine cut profit curioſuras, fed px 
prorſus © inanis eit ar muratoria conſo- 
lario.Ifnor ſhe in her ownecaule, ”_ S, 


| 


Bernard may bee credited, ſhee i ele 
fornothing , there is no goodne cin} 


for his curious queſtion, 
her,but alittle pleaſure , and thar is but 
truolous and vaine, and momentarye. 
Surely (hee hath bragged fayre, bur 
whiiſt the hath told vs how oft ſhe hath 
beene with child, thee hath brought 
 foorth nothing yet (God wors) bur 
wind. Alas pooreloule,a drie (ad lump 
ofcarth, norlike rich Caraaz © which :£x0,4,s | 
flowed with honey and milke, butlike | 
u $zchemzs loyle, which once {owed * lud 9.45 
with Salt, was alwayes barren: nothing 
to becompared tothe vines of Euzadal, 
x they brought forthful and laden clu- * Cane.r, 


— —— 


ſters:but reſembling that Figge-tree be- 14- 
twixt Bechany and Jeruſalem, Y which , ,,, 


perhaps had leaues on it, butno hole- 19. 
ſome truit : what? ſhee like the corne in 

lewries vales, that with her fruit did , p,, ;, 
make the fieldesto laugh and ſing? nay Ie. 
nothing leſle 2 a poore hay-(eed rather 
(catteredonthe houſe toppe, whole in- *7*125. 
creale hilles neither the reapers arme : 
nor hand. Shelike the happic Matron, 

} > which bred and planted her manic, , 
{ children like Oliue branches by her 
| H ; hul- 


' Mat.22. 
27. 
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husbands table? nothing like her, ra- 
therco be a match __ the «woman 
of 1eruſalem, who though ſhee had ſea- 
uen husbandes, yet could not haueno 
children. It thenlike Sychems (oyle, that 
barenocorne, likethe curſed Fip-tree, 
that hadno fruite , like graſſe on the 
houſeroppe, thatyeeldethno increale, 
orlike the woman of /eruſalem,that lac- 


ked al iffue: this ſe!f- comending damſe! 


be thus altogether barren, doubtleſle 


. our d Sauiour will ſay to OUr Apoſtle as 
* tohiminthe vineyard: Succrdiro infru- 


2iferam,down with the vntruittul graft, 
Peter though ſhe be barren, let hernor 
make thee fruitle{ſe, but cutte her off 
from thee,away with her Perer , 2uid 
adrr,and fo forth. 

And thus farre haue you heard her 


trio firſt qualities diſabled, how ſhe 


is plealing vnto God , how fruitleſſe in 


} 


her ſelfe:now after the comma and the | 


colon, let vs adde the period, how 


well ſhee deſerneth of the ſonnes of | 


Adam, whether ſhee bee not onelie | 
not 
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not beneficiall , but hurtfull and perni- 
tious rothem that loue her. Verily ifhe 
may be takE whichin theſe latter daies, 
as t0O true an eye-witneſle (avy the in- 
conuenience of it, © Ex curioſuare non * Caluinus 


ſolum frinolz ſed & noxie etiam queſtio= 
nes ſcaruciunt : frinole ex quibus viilitas 
nulla poteſt elici: noxie quodin illis quiſub 
indulgent , pernicioſis ſpeculatiombus ſeſe 
implicans, hee will tell vs that from this 
bitter roote of curſed curiolitie,do bud 
and bloſſome in the mindes ofmen in- 
numerable queſtions , not onely friuo- 
lous,whichaduirage notthe asker, bur 
hurttull, which bring him lofſe & derri- 
ment. And as hetruely hath connexed 
theſe two ſhrewd vices in her, that (he 
is firſt vnfruitful, and then more then (0 
obnoxious : ſo hath another drawn the 
firſt & this together,ot thoſe deſerts ſhe 
maketh both to God and man: & rels vs 


that f Inrempeſtiua curioſutas prererquam 


inſtit.l1.3. 


Cap. 25. 


{&.o, 


 Zanchis 


us de ope= 


quod Deo ingratiſiima eſt,e(t eriam curioſt- ribus dei. 


ras ipſis prenitioſa : this vile vnſedſona- 
ble and vnreaſonable curioſitic.as ſhe is 


parte & li, 
+ & cap.l, 


H4 offentu, 


| 
| 


'  EGemini- 

anus de f1- 

3 militudi- 

nib.lib.s, 
Eap.34- 


»Gen.19, 


3. 
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offenſiuevnto God,lo is ſhe preiudiciall 
ro them that loue her. Sue/tribus hic cer- 
ws ſamiles ſumus and lo forth : did-you 
euer marke (layth one) how the wilde 
ſtaring bucke which runneth inthe for- 
reſt or n the open chale,ſpying the ſtal- 
king-horle , ſtandes wiltly at the gaze, 
whulſt the skiltull hunts-man by him 
with his peece or croſle-boy kils him: 
ſuch fondlings or madlings are the cu- 
rious people: which when nice queſti- 
ons or ſtrange nouelties are pretented 
trothem, by him whichſo wouldal- 
waies keepe them occupied, doe fixe 
their thoughts and plealures onely on 
ſuch rrifles, till the Þ infernall \;mrod, 
the great hunter for mens ſoules , doe 
bring them ſodainely to vnſeene de- 
Arutin : this is thedanger which mer. 


line m,that follow Curiolitie. For wha: 
is there mman, which may-aduaunce 
him tofelicitie, either his knowledge 
of God, hisfaith in him when he know- 
eth him , .or thefruites of that fayth by 
which he ought roferuc him, but they 


arc 


far his curious queſtion. 
are mightily impeached by this one 
ſinfull qualitie!(o that ifall theſe perilles 
redound ro man by this infirmitie, that 
ſhe is the enchantreſle of his vnderſtan- 
ding, the common enemie ofhis tayth, 
and the corrupter of his manners, it 
wasneceſſariethat our Sauiour to pre- 
uent this inconuenience, ſhould re- 
mooue her from S. Perer with this re- 
prehenlion, ,2u:d4idad re? beware of 
her Ferer, ſhee is too too dangerous. 
Togiwe you of each of thele bur a 
ralte, leſt Ibe rooredious, concerning 
the (oules eye,her hand and her fruit: it 
1s vndoubtedly certainas touching the 
hcſt.which is our intelleCtuall part, that 
this vice of curiolitie doth either make 
that bright eye of our ſoules but ro caſt 
ſleighrglaunces, ſo thar it can ſeeno- 
thing of God, or of his workes otwon- 
der; or on the other (ide, cauſeth it too 
muchto ſtare onthem, ſoas being da- 
zeled, the (tght it hathis but confuled: 
either it reſtraineth the vnderſtanding 
by vagaries that ſhee (carcheth no- 


thing 


: Cor, 2.29. 


& Gulicl. 
Pcraldus 
to,2.de 


. 3 V1U}s. 


! Iohn18. 


35. had asked our Sauiour what the truth 


Chriſts checke to $, Peter 


thing, or elſe ſurchargeth her withtoo 
much worke, whilſt thee would haue 
her feekeand find forthall things. Con- 
cerning the former, which 1s there- 
ſtraint of the vnderſtanding trs know- 


ledge : there are bur two Jugs for 


wi{edome into the heart of man, either 
by the eyes ſight , or the cares quicke 
hearing, i for if neither the eye haue 
{ceneit, northe care haueheard it, it 
cannot enter into the heart of man:and 
aias, boththele paſſages by this one in- 
ficmitie, are vngraciouſly ſtopped and 
mrercepted, The eye which by rea- 
ding conueyeth ſweete knowledge to 
the vnderſtanding, fayleth in this office 
(as once a k Biſhop of Lyons tolde vs) 
by three ſundry errors, ſometimes by 
roo quicke rowling,when ſtudents ride 
poſt after the works they labour in: as 
though turning their bookes leaues 
would throughly furniſh them with 
their Autors wdgement: and ſuch a 
ſcholler | was Pare, which when hee 


of 


Rs 
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of God was, flung forthwith from the 

bench, & would tarry tornoanſwere. 
Sometimes by too (louthtull moouing, 

loone wearie of welldoing,when men 

becauſe = conrinuara lettio dar perting- " Iulius + 
cius ad lanzuorem, 1t they reade but a Scalger de 


littlelong , doe finde it ſomething yrk- —_— 


ſome, » doe not as Heſind. Simonides, tione.zos. 


® Cicero 


Sreſchoras,and ;ocrarer whom neither 1c, 


dayes, nor yeeres, nor age could make cc. 

weary of their ſtudies, but thoughthe 

Prouerbe ſay 9 us MNyuor worry dnvnitecey * Ludoui- 

#247, if thou wilt necdes build, leaue © 29295 
. ng * OT.CUTI4. 

not the foundation till it haue a roote ;. 

on it: notwithſtanding, when by rea- 

ding they haue begunne a beauteous 

frame of euerlaſting wjſedome, like 

e him inthe Goſpel,do litthem downe ,, , ,. 

and makenoend of it, for alittle faint- 30. 

neſle. And laſtly ſometimes, (which 

hapneth as often as either of the for- 

mer) by this vaine and hckle inconſtant 

curioſitie : when men taking bookes 

in hand to increaſetheir learning, be- 


cauſe they long for variety and m_ 
0 
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| 
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| 
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of matter, cannot indure to reade 
right on directly, booke after booke, 
and chapter after chapter : but needes 
muſt reade heere a leate and there a 
page,now in the Pretace,ſtraightwaies 
in the traQate, & anon inthe epilogue: 
like the 4 Egyptian Dogges , which ar 
the River Nilus ſtand not when they 
aredrie, to make a ſette drinking of it, 
but here alittle, and there alittle lappe 
water as they are ruuning : thus the 
ſoules eye glauncynge ouer manie 
things, plainly diſcerneth nothing :and 
thus curious readers by thisinfirmitie, 


are reſtrained from attaining know- 


ledge, which ſo much they long for. 
And for the eares, the two fayre 
doores for wiledomes enterance,] will 
ſay no more then = that the Romane 
Moſes hath ſayd alreadie, that of our 
non proficiencye, 1n hearing wiſe mens 
(peeches 1 Due ſunr poriſSimum cauſe: 


queſt.oni, £rimmn quod deficimus animes parum, © 

; libco,4. intendimus in ea que ſunt per ſpicua; alte- 
rum quod fallacibus & caprioſus mrerrova- 
rionibuz 


_ _ OT wv —— 


for his curious queition. 


tionibus circumſeriprt , eas quas diſSoluere 
non poſſumus a veritate ceſerſcimus, there 
arerwo ſpeciall cauſes why weprotie 
not by hearing,cither defect of arrenti- 
on,\vhe the plaineſtthings not heeded, 
doe as ealily (cape from vs, as they en- 
tred to vs: or elſe exceſle of vain & bu- 
ſie curiolitie, when intermedling with 
darke things , & intangling our lelues 
inthem , becauſe wee cannot cleare 
them, we loathe all learning. And thus 
hath this curſed © Philiſtin dammed vp 
thele lively fountaines from whence /- 
faacks God had prouided for his ſer- 
uants, [weete ſtreames of knowledge 
trorefre(h the ſoule with : & thus doth 
Curiolitie prevent mans vnderſtan- 
ding . leſt the eyes or cares ſhould pol- 
ſeſle her ofthat wiſedom, which might 
conduct her to eternallhappineſſe. And 
therefore bleſſed Perer, if this one euill 
quality, making thee inquiſttiue mn 
needleſſequeſtions, did hold thee in 
the meane time from moreſoueraine 
knowledge, it was time for thy maſter 
ro 


te Gen.25. 


TH 


- . 
.. 
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to recall thee from thy cnaſe, and 
with 2uidadrie? totellthee thou mil- 
tookeſt thy marke:this is not true wile- 
dome, thus is ſhe which (poyles it, and 
with-holdes thee fromit. 

But it happily after many and ſundry 
the ſoules diicourles, ſhee doe hixe and 
lertle her (elfc atlaſt on ſomething, (as 
after many tempeſts, riding inthe har- 
bour) if from hence Curiolitie doe 
chance to be her Pilotte, by ſetting her 
inſearch of things either roo difficult, 
or too many , ſheſurchargeth the vn- 
derſtanding, and makes her faint in the 
labor: for u Zuum moduli roſtri imme- 
mores nimia audacia, in ſublimetranſuo's- 
mis, caletis glorie fulour ſepe nos ob- 
7ur, When men vnmindfull of their 
ſtrength and ſcantlings, will needes 
ayme at a marke which is roo high tor 
them, itis no wonder if their bowes 
be broken. Askehim elle, that drewe 
the faireſt length that euer morall 
man did : and hee by his owne bow 


and ſhafts can tell you, that asthougn 
hony 


for bis curious queſtion. 
hony be {weet,yettoo much will make ; 
you icke ; ſo thoughnothing be more j 
worthy ftudying of then thegforie ot ! 
God,yet * 2uyperſcruratur floriam Det, * 919-25, 
is obruetur gloria Dei : He that will be DPS 9 
prying into.Gods endleſle glorie, it 1s a vertionen | 
thouland to one but hee is ouerwhel- —_— 
med with his maieſtie : curiolitie con- b 
foundes them which ſecke too farre in | 
hard things: for whart are theſe vaine | 
ſpeculators in matters difficult, but as 1 
vnskiltull labourers, which to repayre 
a houſe , vndermining the ground too 
deepe, ? conuulſo edificio ſeipſos oppri- 
»unr,cealenot tillthey bring the buil- _ 
ding vppon their heads: or likethe fudio 10, 
ſimple {wanes vpon the gra(ie hilles, ®?3* 
which 2 fixing their weake eyes vpon., ,,.., ;, 
the gleaming ſunne, ſtare ſo long vpon rhardone. 
that ſhining ſubſtance, till their ſights 
being dazeled, they are faineto be led 
by others : or like the poore gnats, (fro 
thatqualitie called 2 Zucipere,) which «5. min: | 
neuer reſtto flie and flutter about the anusde f- 
eandles flame,til((though it be Rag —_— 

C= cap.21, 


q | Chriſlschecke ro $. Peter 
; becaule it is light, yetnot regarding it 
4 1s dangerous becauſe it is hre) they 
; {corchtheir vellam wings,and periih in 
their ioyes.Such pyoners, {uch{wans, 
[ fuch (illie gnatsare theſe vaine people, 
ſ' which curiouſly digge into- the depth 
of Gods ſecrets; *b alwaiesto be admi- 
, red, butneuer reachte to, needes will 
: 22ze vpon his glorious eſſence, < whole 
- Rom, Cyestenne thouſand times are brighter 
33 then the ſunne, and will be prying into 
« Fede. 23. that endlefle 4 light which God inha- 
19. biteth,and is inacceſsible : and therfore 


4: Tim 6, 26 maruell if they ouerwhelme them- 
' 16, {elues in their owne deuiſes;andby the 
iT ſunne of maieſtie , and light not to be 
| attzined to,do'cleane dazle and dimme 
4 their vnderſtandings light.For lon old 
; time did the Pagan Gentiles, which 

*Rom.r, the © Apoſtle GeKerel who whe God 


| :0.21 bythe wel-couched engine of this gor- 
F geous world, had tanght them the e- 
7 rernall power of his vnſeene Godhead, 
, did not im thankfulneſſe glorifie him 


for this goodneffe, but ſought him ano- 
| ther 


for his curious queſtion, 

ther way,withtheir vain imaginations, 
had therefore their vnderſtandings ex- 
ceedingly obſcured : and when they 
proteſled themlelues to be the wilcſt, 
11 their dungeon hearts became moſt 
toolith. T husthen thisvilde enchan- 
treſle ot mans weake vnderſtanding, ei- 
ther by inconftancie keepes her | 
getting knowledge, or with too much 
audacitie, confoundes her in that he 
etteth. Wherefore , {incethis darke 
thade of {infull Curiolitie, was in dan- 
pertoecciiple the beauteous light of 
yerer{o fayre aſtarre in the Churches 
firmament, graciouſly did our Sauiour 
haſten in compaſsionto the Apoſtle, to 
remoue farre from him this carthlic 
ſubſtance,faying 214 ad refthis know- 

Iedze is but ignorance,it isnot forthee 
Peter. | 
And thus muchfor the firſt thing, 
the mindes vnderſtanding ; now from 
obſeruing the humours of her eyes,ler 
vs cometo her hands, and feele their 
pulles,totry ifthis u_g onceinfuſed 
10 


| 
| 
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to her, do make them beat morequick 
or{lowly:to ſee if Curioſntie inſinuated 
rotheſoule, do make tayth, the ſpirites 
hand,more ftrengthned or more weak- 
ned. Verily, iteuher doubting m the 
hard points of our Creede,: or error in 
declining ftrothetrue Apoſtolike fayth, 
or defectio & Apoſtacie in generallfrs 
our profeſsion, may be ſayd to beethe 
ſtrengthening of the ſoules ſpirituall 
hand, then with ſuch ſtrength doth this 
{in of curiolity ſupply hae other aid 
the this ſhe brings noneto mans poore 
fayth, then eyther vncertaine doubts, 
or palpable errors, or vild Apoſtacie, 

For touching the flaggering and wa- 
uering in our faith,it is an excellent Ca- 


2 om.r4 20N Whichthe Apoſtle hath,frhat theſe 
:.. Whichare babes in ChriftIeſus, as yer 


but weake in fayth,ſhould be recemed 
and entertayned of them that are 
ſtrong , but how? not with controuer- 
ſie ofdiſputations, not ſo by no means, 
for that in the nouices of Chriſtes 
ſchoole (ifthey be alrcadie ay: 
Vv 


\ 

for his curious queftion. 
wil make the in their belief to be more 
vncertain. So inthe Primitine Church, 
thoughthat great Dottor comanded  ,, <,2;Þ 
z euen inthe vertue & authority of his 1.10. | 
Maſter [eſus Chriſt, that there (huld be 
no diflentions, bur that al ſhould ſpeak | 
the ame thing: yet becaule there had ; 
beene bſ{crupulous queſtions otneed-» ag... 
lefſe circumcilion,and curious cotro- no 
uerlies i abour things offred vnto Idols,, , ,,, 2 
many doubts were madeamoneſt the | 
Diſciples,what partthey might leaneto 
intheir own rcligio,& tro thele doubts | 
came diuilions in the Church,oneb{ay- 31. cor. r| 
ing he was Chriſts, another Paules, one * 
holding of Apollo,another of Perer,thus | 
' rending|thar ſeamleſſe coate of Chriſts '1okh.r9. 
vnion,the church. And ſo inthele latrew 4 
and tumultuous dayes, as is ſayd ofthe 
heathen, = Facilius inter horolo2ia quim = Cling 
inter Philoſophos conuenter, a man may as Rhodo- Þ 
well looketo haue allthe clocks inthe 82 PF 
citieſtriketrwelue at once, asto find all 
the Philoſophers of one opinion: ſo we 
may as truely lay _— —_—_ 

. p uy ! 


— << 
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but with vnfayned ſorrow to ſee our 
holy mother {o torne and ſo maſſacred: 
that theſe endleſle and fruitleſſe con- 
rrouerliies, which not many yecres 
fince ſome mens either ignorant curio- 
ſ1tie,or inconliderate zeale, or enuious 
diſcontentednes, did rayle & (weatc in 
in this Church and kingdome, hauc 


| bredfuchdoubrs inthe hearts of many 


people, that they ſcarce knowe what 


faythrohold, or what tocleauec too in 


, acer? Religion : ſo that as one ſayd » 2uor 
' /ib.bo- ſchole ror-ſecte, wee haucalmoſt as ma- 
/ \x&ma- ny tudgementsamonygſt vs, as the citic 


1, 
'L 
[ 


hath churches, or rather 2uor homines 
ror ſententie,euery particular man hath 
his owneſeuerall Religion, Is itnot a 
wotull thing and to bee lamented of all 
good men with flouds of teares, that 
many in theſe late dayes fall from the 
bleſſed fayth of Chriſtleſus our graci- 
ous and {weet Redeemer,and become 
hateful Turks or miſbelecuing lewes? 
and thoſe which abide with vs and 
continue Chriſtians, thouſands cannot 

00 reſolue 


for his curious queſton. | 
reſolue (» though Chriſt bee not dmui- + 1,607.1. 
ded) what faith in Chriftianitie they *J 
may profeſle. What (hal I be(fayth one) | 
ſhall I be (as they terme it) a Papiſt or a 
Proteſtant? and ifa Proteſtant, muſt I | 
be a common profeſlor, or a diſciplina- 
rian? ifa diſciplinarian, of what ſftampe 
muſt Ithen bee? ſhall Iproouean Ana- | 
bapriſt,or a Brouniſt, or a Barociſt?or it | 
none oftheſe, ſhallI be one of the kind 
Familie of lone? Thus ſtanding be- 
twixt ſundrie new-trode pathes, yet } 
knowing not whichto enter. O bleſ(- | 
(ed Lord,” the God of peace,andfoun- ,, 
taine ofall loue, which art the Father the a 
of vs all, aboue, through,and i vs all, 
when thy ſonne our {ole Lord, which 
hath but one ſpouſe, his beloued 
Church, hath admitted vs into her bo- 
ſome by one lauer of Baptiſme,and cal- | 
led vs roone honourable profeſsion of 
true Chriſtian fayth , why ſhould her 
poore children thus ftriue in her ten- 
der armes? why ſhould Chriſtians di- 
vide themſclues in ſuch ſundrie faQi- 

I 3 ons? 
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ons!Gracious and glorious God, which 
art both founder and Patron of thy 
Church, {incethy inuiſible power « ca 
. calmethe raging of the Sea, and lay 
the bluſtering winds, pacihe thele con- 
tentions amongſt vs thy humble {er- 
ants, and once bring(it it pleaſe thee) 
all Chriſtian Kingdomes to the vnitie of 
thy ſpiritin the bond of peace, But lea- 
uing our hearts delires tohis heauenlic 
prouidence,you ſee(beloued and ble(- 
(ed Chriſtians) this firſtbitrer fruite of 
wicked curioſitie , in reſpect of our 
fayth, which is adoubttull wauering in 
our moſt holy profelsion. 

Yet this is not the worſt, for mens 
erofle {innes are * iron chaines , and 
one like draweth on another. Whenl 
thinkon ſAlabiades in former time, that 
though with Pericles his golden vaine 
of ſugered eloquence, hee could 
not be mooued, yet oft times hee was 
rauiſhed ifhe heard but Socrares , pal- 
{ing a fewe harſhnaked wordes : mee 
chinkesIſcea ſimple Chriſtian ledde by 

| "> CUTrt- 


for his curious queſtion. 
curiolity,tothe entrice of theſe waies, 
like that poore © Prophet that came 
from Iudah, who hauing for a while 
diſputed with himſelfe, which of two 
wayes he were beſtrotake(God wors) 
made choyle of that where a Lyon did 
deuoure him. And fo(l teare me) many 
men drawne by necdlefle {cruples in- 
to doubres of fayth, when they have 
tong ſtudied which part ro take, doe 
ioyne themlelues to that whichis er- 
roneous. Iwilnotnow, as I haue nor 
from the beginning,build this ſuſpition 
vpon mine owne conceit, but I wil in- 
treate that learned and godly Father 
Saint Grezorie to [peake it for mee, and 
Iknow he will tell vs,that Nonnulli dum 
plus exquirunt contemplanao quam capi= 
unr,uſque ad peruerſa dormata erumpunt: 
&* dum veriratis diſcipuli eſſe necligunt, 
errorum maziilri bumiliter fiunt, many 


by buſie ſearching , when they would 
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haue their vnderſtandings tro beare 


reater burdens then well they can 
d vnder, doc fallimto vngodlyand 


I4 perucile. 
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eruerſe opinions, and when by pride 
they {cornetobe truths humble ichol- 
lers, yetthey bluſh notto beeteachers 
of moſt falſe errors. But alas, what nee- 
dedIto haue troubled good Saint Gre- 


Lorie? Saint Paul that was farre his aun- 


cient would haue ſpoken it for mee, 
that * when men proteſle theſe vaine 
or childiſh bablings,and oppolitions of 
this ſond reputed knowledge, they 
muſtneceſlarily erre in matters oftheir 
Faith. AsI might ſhewe you amongſt 
many things elſe, in that one myſterie 
of manspredeſtination, which indeede 
is of it (elfe Aliquanrulum Y impedita,ſed 
valde perplexam atque adeo periculoſam 
reddit hominum curioſutas , (omething 
obſcure and cloudie, but by mens ſtur- 
ring in it,mademuch more dangerous: 
when they hauing pryed too wiſtly in- 
tot, yet finding not the depth, frame 
to themſelues this moſt wicked falſe 
concluſion : if * with Ez or 1acob be- 
fore my birth,l was elected or reiefted 


| $ealuius fgr heauen or hell, » what bootes it me 


tO 
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to follow grace, or flie from linne, my 
bliſle or bane already is prepared;an 0- 
dious conſequent from curious Ante- 
cedents.But as it dothinthis,ſo fareth ir 
in many other foundations of our taith: 
for the end ofthe commandement; 2 as 
that choſen vellell ſayd) is loue procee- 
ding and iſſuing from a heart thar is 
pure,from a good con{cience,and from 
fyth vnfained : yea, but frumall theſe 
doe many erre,both from true charitie, 
good conſcience and from faith, whilſt 
they turne atide to theſe vaine fooliſh 
langlings. 

and happie it were with men, in 
theſe poynts offayth, if by the grace- 
leſſe conduct of this curious arte, they 
did but alittle diuert and turne alide, it 
they did nor ſtart backe andturne away 
cleane fromall faith: itmenaboue their 
reach medling in Religion, became 
not in the ende flatte Atheiſts , irreligi- 
ous, But God(l beleechhim)bee mer- 
citul vnto vs: if Dauid in his time knew 


rnftie.lib 3 
ca.zz.ic, $1 
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vngodly man did {oothe himſelfe in his 
| heartthere was no God, we mult needs 
percetue it in theſe wicked dayes, (in 
'$} whichrebellious {inne being growne 
| | toa ripenefle, muſt needes ere long 
bring vppon vs vtter rottennefle) that 
'Y thereare many (ifbut one, too many) 
F' whichnor intheirhearts, but attheir 
tables, doe not onely thinke, buripare 
] not noweto ſay , that (which bleſſed 
'/} <Catnius Lord forgiue me to repeat) the < God- 
k "oma head is but a cypher,the Scripturesare 
F ſett.:, butfables and Keligion buta policieto 
4 keepe poore men in order. O thou 
; moſtholy and glorious Trinitie , who 
but ſome hellith infernall ſpirit, or elle 

h tome damned wretch ſuggeſted by 
their mallice, durſtbelch or (pueforth 

| (uch harefull blaſphemies, to loadethe 

| {infull earth, toinfeQ the ayre, and ob- 

| [ (cure the heauens with? Bur alas, 
: whence riſcth this? let that onelate,bur 

, learned diumetell vs, what might bee 
but one cauſe of this great Apoſtacie, 
hee willaſſure vs,and he ſaythnomore 


then 
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thentruth, that 4 Curioſuras homines qua= 
Jl i laberynrhos inaucitgex quibus quum ſe 


nequeant expeaire , eo tandem addaucuntnir lis a. 1. 


wut mil credant , fed 6%e5 ffetts in rene- 
bris pereant : one thing which ingen- 
dreththis curſed Atheiſme,is that intol- 
lerable vice ofmans giddie Curiolitie, 
which when it hath brought him 
through multiplicitie of queſtions, toa 
confuted maze of his owne vnderſtan- 
ding , from which hee findes no ifſue: 
leaues him there deſperate ofall know- 
ledge polsible, ſo as hauing already 
doubted and erred in many things, he 
ſcttes downe his reſt neuer more tro 
beleeue inany thing, butto renounce 
and abiure all Religion whatſocuer. 
Heere is the bramble, and this is the 
ſoyle which beares it , Atheiſme the 
ſinking weed, and Curioſity thegroud 
that yeeldes it. But as the Athenians 


when 44_Ahderives Protatorns thatfa- «4c, .;;., 


mous ſophiſter, inthe fore-front of a 
Booke which he publiſhed , purtethis 


lentence,that de Dys neque v? ſunt, nequeli22.ct.r, 
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vt non ſunt , non habuit dicere , whether 
therewerea God, or no God, 1t wasa 
thing he would not deale with, for his | 
haynous impiety did both banith him, 
and burne his {cribblements : | would 
Chriſtian Kings and Princes, whole 
Royall Courts ſwarm now with Athe- 
its, bluſhing not to ſcorne the holy 
Church, and to contemn the Prophets, 
would not ſuffer the Gentiles to out- 
firippe them in their iuſtice, but bran- 
dith vengeaunce againſt theſe hell- 
houndes, whote leaſt blaſphemies de- | 
{erue ſharpe death, a thouſand times | 
more then the needy fellon :; would | 
God (if not goe before them yet) they 
would imitate the Athenians,that their 
diueliſh blaſphemics might be ſuppreſt, 
and themſelues, moſt horrible deteſted | 
Atheiſts, might be thruſt from the pre- | 
ſence of Gods annoynted, For thenthis 
ſine, whartranſgreſsion is more capi- 
tall? yer riſing fr6 that whichthe world 
deemes noſinne , from mans vnſtayed 
& endleſſe Curioſity. Aad certainly,ifit 
worke 


| 


| 
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worke thus vpon mans poore faith, that 


it maketh it either doubrfull, errone- 
ous,or detective, as thus ſhortly I haue 


ſhewed yon , {ince Chriſt meant © tO eLuk. 12. 


make Peers fayth ſtrong and impreg- 
nable againſt all the winnowings and 
ſiftings ot the diuell: it is no wonder it 
hee would cleere him ofthis ſo aduerſe 
an infirmitie, with 2ui4id adre?aske no 
luchqueſtions Perer,this cocerneth nor 
thy fayth, or ifthey doe, theſe will bur 
either aſtonitſh it, or elſe ſeduce it , this 
knowledge isnotfor thee, 

Hitherto haue ye marked the {oules 
eycsand hand, hoyy cleere the one, and 
how ſtrong the other is,if cuer this vild 
infirmitie bee acquainted with them: 
now I beſeech you in onemoment take 
notice of her fruits which ſhe __ 


| forthtothe world, ifthe (ame poſleſle 


her, and ſee what are the ations of 
mens lives whichare ſo infeQted :and 
verily you ſhall perceiue, thar it there 
beeany good thing which the will of 
man wauld pur in execution, thar like a 

tcrucll 
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ecruell Egyptian midwife , this mon-' 
ſtrous curiolitie doth murder irtinthe 
birth: oritthere bee any euill which 
the heart conceiuerth , that asa tender 
nurſe (hee foſters and brings it vp, af 

F as, 6 Senacharib did Adramilech and Shar | 
| *"" zer his ſonnes. For rouching the for- 
( mer, Whichis the hindering of good 
actions,ifweelooke backe to the firſt 


'Exo,l,ts 


; man,tolearne how his affeQions at the | 

q h fo. 
dEcdeſ. 5, firſt were poyloned and depraued fe 
rerſu, Ct quidam Deus hominem rectum, ſed 


loo - ipſe infintis ſe miſcuir queſtionibus :God 
verfioney MAE man atthe hrſt wile in his vnder- 
S.Hieron. ſtanding ,and holy in his will, but he by 
his manyqueſtionsimparcd both theſe 
graces,and by his curious inquiring at- } 

ter Gods hidden will , hath ouercaſt his | 
vnderſtanding, and diſtorted all his pal- | 

Tims f10ns. And for our ſelues,theſtemmes of 
7. tharold ſtocke, there is nothing holds 

vs more from the practiſe of true god- 
lineſſe, then olde wiucs prophaneand 
fooliſh childiſh fables, then liftning to 
vaine apd fruitleſſe curioſitie, asfayd 


LECT. | a aloe Dro 


for his curious queition, 


the Apoſtle, ſo that ſr rite ſapere volu- \ C:lutnus 
mus relinquenda ſunt nobis garzwuere if, tht, þ 
que ab onoſus hominibus nobis rradunrur,it Ch Tk 
either A damatthe firſt, or wee which 
are{ince, would haue learned or will 

learne that wiſedomewhich is perfeQ, 

which ſandes | not in frinolts queit10-, PEER 
mbas, ſed in ſolida pietate,, not 1n nice jv;2aun, 
quirkes and quiddities, bur in ſounde | 
vniayned holineſle,there muſt firſt bee a ! 
diſclayming of the (inne of Curiolitic, | 
tor the {\moothereth our beſt thoughts, 

ſhee preuents our good indeuours. 

And nortlo onely, that thee = breedes ., +;.,, 

not godly edifying, whichis by faith, 4. 

but thee is the mother and the nurie 

ofmuch groſlle impiety, thee traughrs 

mens liues with {inne and wickednelie. 

For how ſhould it bee otheryile, ſayth 

good Saint Barrard,but that n Animas gl | 
dum per multa euazarur, facile innenit vbi dus de | 


A . . FA -Y Ciabb. 
adherear,ubinoxiam experiarur delefFatl I 
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onem, Whe our minds will needs wader tis. 
through vatietie of all things,amongft 


many they muſt ncedes light on ſome 
that 
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that be euill things, wherethe (oule, 
which of her (elte is prone vnto iniqui- 
tie, takes her {olaceand pleature in tin- 
full delettations. T hus the eye ofthe | 
vnderftanding,s« like 1acobsſheepe, tco 
firmely fixed vppon thele particolored 


* objects, makes the aftections (as they 


did) to bring foorth ſported truites, to 
maniteſt to Fl world nought elſe bur 
{infull workes. So in histime the great 
Apoſtle Saint Pau! obſerued it, e that 
the beſt effets of fooliſh & vnlearned 
queſtions, is but contentions ſtrife, this 
q azyounyie ingendreth nothing but 


1.7m. envy and zmulations, raylings and euil 


6 . 


.) 


{urmiſes, in one word, vaine diſputati- 
ons of corrupt erroneous men, And fo 
we at this day (ee it but roo plaine,that 
our ctirious maſters, brokers and de- 
{enders of our new-found queſtions, 
areroomuch taynred (lwould it were 
not true) with couetouſneſle and mall- 
cioulneſle, ſure marks of that fond fac- 
tion. Andtheſefor our will and our af- 


fkections.arethe fruits which Curioſine 
brings 


for his curious queſtion. 


brings for mens lines, good works ſhee 
hindreth, euill deedes ſhe ſtill aduaun- 
ccth : this is her diſpolrion to the ſoules 
endceuours :; Wherefore if ſhe be an ob- 
ſcurer ofthe minde, a weakner ofthe 
fayth,a corruprer of the afteCtions, hap- 
pie was Saint Perer that our bleſſed ya- 
uiour would remooue her from him 
with 21d ad re? beware of her Perer, 
her companies full of danger, 

Thus tarre right Honourable, right 
Worſhipfull and beloued Chriſtians, 
you haue heard the rio firſt argu- 
ments, which may demonſtrate vat 
vs, how deſeruedly our Sautour vtte- 
red.and how patiently both Saint Perer 
and our ſelues ſhould ſuffer this re- 
proofe of Curioſitie. The firſt drawne 
trom her parentage the originall of her 
eſſence, which ſhe cannot clayme from 
Chriſt or from aboue, bur was delinea- 
ted rohaneſprung from hell, and from 
the diuel himſelfe, The ſecond collec- 
ted from her inhzrent qualities, which 
ſhewed vs,that ifthebe vnplealing vnto 

| K God, 
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God, vntruittull in her ſelfe, and dan. 
gerouſly hurttull ro the ſoule of man, 
darkening his vnderſtanding, when ci. 
ther (he miſleades it by vagaries, or 0- 
ucrloades it with too much ſearching, 
wronging his poore fayth either with 
doubts with errors or defects, and cor- 
rupting his aftections, with (uppreſsing 
holy actions, and ingendring euill 
workes , our Sautour might iuſtly giue 
forth,and our Apoſtle gently beare, this 
{o demerited a checke of this {infull 
Curioitie,in theſe words 2u1dad re? 

T here remaineth but thethird &the 
laſt tobe added, obſerued from the en- 
rertainement , Which inall generations 
this vnſauorie, barren, and pernicious 
art, hath had with wiſe men Burt as the 


*Cicero Romance Rhetorician * ſayd once in his 
' Oration, Mallem e20 ante aicent finem 
facere quam v9s attente audienai, I had ra- 


ther ceaſe ro ſpeake too prolixly, then 
make you wearie of hearing gently, the 
ſamecourſe willI hold with this Chri- 
ſtian preſence, rather releruingthis re- 

_ manger 


a 


for his curious queſtion. 
mainder to be delivered toyou next (a- 
both, then ouer-burden you atthis time 
with heaping vp too much. Whertore, 
tilthen crauing your wonted patience, 
[ commit both your meditations vpon 
this,and my ſtudies tor thenext, tothe 
bleſsing ofthe higheſt, who inthe vnity 

of his God-head, and the Trinitie 
ofPerlons, by vsand all his 
Creatures bee cuer glo- 
rihed, Amen 


(#) 


The 
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, N the ſacred ftorye of 
£39 the heauenly inſpired 
; Booke, reporting the 
J2& wondrous creation of 
#=&#Þ this beauteous world, 

" and the pracious re- 

demprion of vs poore linfull men, there 
areriwolpeciallrules, whicha late bur 
learned diuine hath excellently przſcri- 
bedto euerie Chriſtian, 2 7: fides ad ſit 
e> ſobrius animns : firſt that when the 
Prophers and Apoſtles, the holy men of 
God,do relate vnto vs, Þ not from their 
private motions , but from the God- 
heads influence, the przdiQions and 
narrations of theſe | bica matters, 
wedoenot expect that they ſhould bee 
wſtified by Logicallarguments,or ow 
: (_ 


| »Þ to 


for his curious queſtion. 


thematicall demonſtrations : but ſince 
It went currant amongſtmen, and thole 
Pagans: © Hoc verneſt, dixit n. L.Luctd« Cicew 
11us, hoc ſequineceſſe eſt recito emm rabu- deoratore 
[zs,my aſſertion istrue, for ſucha great lid.z. 
Clarke (aid it, this muſtneedes be auour- «zz, 5. 
ched, tor I produce you my authorities 29, 
wethat will be counted the feruants of 
the higheſt, doe with all readineſle of 
fayth, embrace his ſpeeches, which 4 
being immutable in all things, cannor 
polsibly lie. The nextis, that(like Da- 
«4)<weebenor hie-minded,nor exer-, _, 
ciſcour ſelues in matters too hard for "zz, 
vs, that wee ſeekenot ro knowe more 
then Moſes Kothers which were Gods 
C-hroniclers could impart vnto vs, nor 
labour to learnethat which hee plea- 
ſethnot to teach vs:burf ſincethe Beth» * 1,gam.s. 
ſhemits were puniſhed for looking 19s 
nthe Arke abouetheir Lords conmil- 
110n, thatwe kc=pe gour foules mecke * Pf 137. 
as new-weyned children,and pryenor - 
r00 much into Gods hidden ſecrets. 
Twoneceflarie direQions of weightie 

K 3 .impor- 
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1mportancefor fayth,that we receiue al 
which God hath tolde vs, and againtt 
curiolitie, that wee (ecke to knoweno 
more, Otthelerwo,thetormer (I prz- 
ſume)is well obſerned, ofall which cy- 
ther glorie or live inthe name of Chri- 
flians;tor it were a(hame tor them to lct 
their incredulitie to bee checked and 
condemned by the dainned ſpirites, 
who (alas) Þ for that fayth which 1s hi- 
Roricall, doe both belccue and tremble 
allo. But for the other rule, which gi- 
ueth the caueat againſt mans proud am- 
bitzous curiolity,God wors many good 


.men,many Chriſtians,yea, the Apoſlles 


themlelue s haue beene taken tardie mn 
litiningrothispreceprt,whilſt they haue 
runned yvith hotte ſoote atter needleſſe 
knowledge: wheretore lince Saint Pc- 
cr inthe narrovy verge ofthis tent, was 
by our Sauiour (as his vilitour) founde 
culpable of this fault, I thought good 
the laſt ſaboth in theſecond part otthis 
{cripture; which is Chritts action, his 


reproote of curio{itte):o ſew yourhe 


' deſer- 


for his curious quetion. 


deſeruednesof this reprehenſton,from 
three things coincidet tothis infirmity; 
t0\vit, her parentage or otspring , her 
 1nhzrent qualities, and her entertain- 
ment and welcome with the wile. The 
two firſt of thele by the zternall a(si- 
ſtance and your gentle clemencie, I 
paſled ouer the lat day : whichwere 
the ſtocke ſhee came of, and her true 
deportments;nouw ſuffer mee I beleech 
you, with your accuſtomed patience, 
to tender you that debte which then 
I left vnpayed, and (that I mayrecom- 
pencemy laſt dayes tediouſneſſe with 
this howres ſhortneſle) breefly to ſhew 
you thus much: thar (it holy menand 
wiſemen in all times and ages, haue 
lenerely taxed this linne in whomſoe- 
ner) it is no maruaile if hee which was 
the holyeſt of holyes and his fathers 
wiſedome,diſcouering the lame weak- 
neſſe in hisdeerc Apoſtle, did labour to 
remooue it, withthis ſharpe checkeof 
.21idadre? Peter this queſtion needes 
not,it beleemes not wy Diſciple, 
| 4 
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Itis true whichthe man of GOD 
knowne by the name of Eloquente, and 


Efays.7. i Who had his lippes by a Seraphin, 


rouched with a coale from the Altar, 
did fay in reterence of man to God, 


Hay 55- that * our wayes by no meanes may be 
” reſebled vnto his, nor are our thoughts 


ro be compared with Gods: burt,as the 
heauens are higher then the earth, fo 
are his cogitations much more excee- 
ding ours: wheretore if by their prz- 
ceptsand practize I ſhall make good, 
that both men prudent and religious, 
have euermore diſliked this endleſle 
curiolitie, and both by their councell 
and carriage, ſtudied and indeuored to 
draw men from it, itmuſtneedes ſand 
agreeable \ith our Saniours wile- 


= PS dome, (10 ) great as in babes moutues 
16, It can lilence all their learnino) to re- 


preſſe the ſame humour when he finds 


Itinhis Apo'tle ,with 21d adre? Tlike 
not this vaine knowledge, Perer aske 
noſuchqueſtions, _ 

Fuſttherfore for the former, which 
| | Is 
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for his curious queſiton. 
is the prohibition of wile and good 
men Icemember the vaine and trmo- 
lous ſpeculations , which are reported 
to have beene made by Adnmaxanier 
the Philoſopher about the ſunne, hovwe 
Skiltally by his deepe, but darke ſtudie, 
he could tell you the quantine of that 
tubſtance,how bigge that bodie is, and 
the diſtance of ais ſphere, hove farre it 
1: fromthe earth : jure a man of high 
reach, that could comprehend fuch 
lecrets. For had ye come to him , and 
asked him this hard queſtion, howe 
preatthe bodye of the ſunne were(as 
he thought or " what Jargenelle was 
It: he would not ſticke, as though hce 
had beene in heauen and mealurcd it 
by inches, or az though hee kad taken 
the taſt dimenſ1on with his line or com- 
paſe,toaflure » vou out of donbt,how *,"" 
that glorious effence 15 iuſt rwo and ;1, achrs 
thirtiecimes as big as the earths whole »ilolo- 
globe. Or had ye mquiredof him, how 00s 
farre that triumphant n piant keepes +>. 
his royall Court from this our habitati- * "75 

on, 


_ 
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on, why he , as it hee had from this cli- 
| matetothat czleſtiall place, paced it as 
often as he had fingers and toes (it hee 
| cannot tell you ho\y many barly corns 
| would reach vp to heauen yer) cantell 
\ - you as it he had mette it witha poleor 
( 1 *'plutarch. chayne, that » from this earths faceto 
Fa: ; mr the funnes high({phere, is iuſt andno 
|)? fophowm more, amillion eight hundred and 
lb.2.c23! foure thouſand furlongs : certainely an 
excellent fellow, it hee had lined in his 
time ro haue practiſed Arethmerticke 
amongſt Salowoas buildings, that hee 
might haue told him how many runs 
of braſle were in the temples veſlels, 
Þr.Reg.o, Þ Whichthe wileſt men yer could ne- 
47. ver number. Such vain and nicefond 
ſtudies had Animax.nder thar poore 
Phiiolopher,bulying his head, & brea- 
king his dry braine, about ſuch fruit- 
leſſe and childiſh queſtions, 
But(Itruſtmay (ome ſay)there areno 
** ſuchamongt vs Chriſtians, 9 who ha- 
uing Gods teſtimonies ro meditate in 


daily,neednot run aftray toſuchneed- 
lefle 


fer his curious queſſton. 

leſleſcruples.Verily itis more intollera- 
ble in a Lilciple in Chriſts ſchoole, the 
in thele heathnith and Pagan ſtudents, 

which had no lich voyce toliſten roo: 
yer God helpe , euen amongſt vs there 
15 t00 much Curioiitie, in ſearching 
torth that which isno wales protitable, 
As not to detaine you with too manie 
examples,[reter you bur onley to Me!- 

coizeder and Adam concerning whom, 
evenamoneſt divines, you tFall inde 
lome make tO vain & giddici INqu1:1tt- 


ons, For astonching Meichizeder, * that * 1b 7.1, 


great king & Prieſt, theſcripmure layth 


ww was Zrarve n aunrer, hee had Ne1- (11:b.7-3- 


ther father nor mother (to wirte 11 th 
regiſter, though he had in nature: )yer 
thoughinthe text his parts were not 
recorded, nowe ye tball have one that 
with hisskill in genealogies, t5able ty 
proit out his t ther wiichbe: 23t BUN, © * athering 
& make him nephew tould \ 4 8 Ng; Drenan 
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a far better herauld then ener was the © 1.4n 
Apoſtle. 2nd iettorthe other there 15 


onefarre paſleta him, whothongh the 
u earthly 


i... ee 


® 1,cor.re. 
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u earthly Acam, were the firſt man that 
breathed,yet as a 1dicial * diuine hath 
larely taxed him (as though Adam had 
beene bur a freſhman in «2 world,and 
ſome other man before him had beene 
a greater Senior) cante!l you that hee 
had one that was his (choole-maſter: 
arid itneede be,can name you him, and 
ſhew you that the man which taught 
our great Grandtather at the firſt his 
Arts, was called Sowbaſsar : doubtleſſe 
thisScholler muſt needes bea great an- 
tiquarie, that can report vnto vsof men 
that lined before old Adam. Butalitic 
by their leaucs I muſt bee bolde tortell 
them, boththe Pagan Philoſopher, the 
Patamian Doctour, and our Engliſh 
rcacher,the fame which a late elegante 
writer hath aduertiſed them, that 
y Yue;tionum wvorticbns horrere nos 0+ 
porter, nec his inuolut : aſsidere EX obam- 
bulareearum ripas maximum licet : It is 
a pretiething for a man to walke and 
inte bythe Riuers banke, andlaugh to 
ſeethings wheele about the whirlepits 

| mouth 


for his curious queſtion, 
mouth, bur it were dangerous for him- 
ſelfero fail into it, and by the many tur- 
nings thereof, to be drawne do\yne in- ; 
tothe depth :{ofor by-ſtanders, toſec 
ſuchas rhe.e arethus builde Caſtles in 
aire,itis {portinough(thoughit ſhould | 
breede pittie:) bur they which haue | 
beene taughrand nurtured bythe wile, 
.haue learned to hold their hands from 
ſuch childi th labors. For to leaue thele 
counſelles from humanine, and toliſten 
to the authority of graue duines,there 
i15no ſort of them either auncient or 
moderne, neither the elder nor the la- 
ter writers , butthey haue beene verie , . 
carefull to warne vs of this vanitic: * wo 
that lince : man being in honour, kepr 
not his vnderſtanding,but by this (inne | 
amongſt others, made himſeltelikerhe , 
beaſts thar periſh, therfore we ſhould Higgs 
a Animo quaſi frenum imponere , nec ali- tio negli- 
Juands permitrere UVF CMAPETHT , bridle 8="*: 
our affeQtionsfrom this madding appe- 
tite', ofrunning after euerienewe and 


difficult queſtion, that weeſhould ot 
| er 
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ther intreate God inthe words of holy 


. Dautd,Þ Lord let menor belike ro the horſe 


or mule , for they bane no vnderflantin;, 
their mouthes muſtbe curbed, & their 
vnruly heads held in with but and bri- 
dle, leſtthey fall vpon vs : but {bielled 
God) intorme meand teach meen thy 
way,that is knowledge all fufltictent: & 


leſt likoald errein it, Lord guide mee, 


with thine eye, leade me on inthy te- 

ſtimonies, but keepe mee from thele 

vanities, Thele holy meditatios againſt 

curiousarts,all godly and learned both 

the fathers and their gleaners will re- 

member to vs. As to auoyde prolixitie, 

let me name you inthe hrſt rancke but 
Proſper and Saint Auguſtine, the former 
of which two hath an excellent pre- 
(cription,by which euery one may ma- 
nage his aſpiring thoughts in his grea- 
teſt archieviements and purſuite of wil- 
dome,< when hetels vs that tr que De- 
us manifeſta ferit non ſunt neclizenda, its 
que occulta eſe volutt non ſunt ſcrnranda: 
as when the Saints on carth ſhall ſay vn- 
7 | tO 


for his curious queſtion, 

to vs, *comelet vs go vp vntothe houle * va 23.1, 
of the Lord, « let vs betore [us pre- "#5 
ſencefall downe and worthip, andat 
the Altars toote,let vs kneele downe to 
God our maker, wee f maynot with RM 
them of ludah refraineour feete from © | 
Gods courts, nor 5 contemning the * *.50. | 
holy lawe caſt his words behind vs; (o "M 
when we do come intothetemple,and 
preſent our ſelues before his foote- 
ſtoole, we muſt not preſſe vproo high, 
nor look too far,wet muſt not ſo much ""_ 76, 
as peepe into the ſanitum ſunitorum: yr 
as it 15a foule negligence! notto ſearch ijoh.,.z9. 
the (criptures which God hathreuea- 
q ledrovs : fo it is proude arrogance 
to k intrude into the myſteries which **-Mizs 
hee would conceale from vs | vnns w- Horan 
rrique error , as the Poet fayd ſed warys ——_ 
ludir parribus , both erre in theſame ,** "oy 

ſubieA about attayning knowledge , 

but one becing too careleſſe, that 

would not knowe inough, the other 
JF t00 r00 curious, that needes would 
know too much, both ofthem equally 

Con- 
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| condemned by that father, as well this 

| nice vanitie,as that palpable grolle tol- 
. = awgug. lie. And the lame indgement 1s that 
4 210.2. ep;q, famous great doctor of( which worthi- 
j%. ly 1s1ntituled Intemiorium aqua) as ®he 
hathreſtified in anepſtile which he writ 

tO Yioſcorns, whom when hee founde 

vainely inquilitiue, about trifling quid- 
dities, which hee had raked vppe out of 
Tull;&other Authors,& that he would 

needes trouble that pood father for re- 

ſolution in them : S. 4r2uſ{rne retur- 

nedhim this graue and wile anlvyere, 

Evo re enſrere vellem, vt vel non inaniter 

enrioſus eſſevelis,aur ſalts curteftt, rem Ft- 

am tllts nutrienaam non imponere , qito- 

rm inter caras vel maxima ora eft yep 
mere a reſ7 enare curioſos. Tamiory that 
the pleaſing c6ceit ofthe(e mani-knor- | 
| red queſt; ONS .barh(o far belotted your | 

| better indgem: nr, as that you would | 
| trouble mewith folation of the,which 
(God wors)haue my handes fall in loo- | 
king to mv Dioceſſe : wherefore | 
would wiſh youcither to weine your 
- ſtudies 


for kts curtons queſtion. 
wadics from this gidditſh curiolitic, ©: 
it thee dobring forth tuch a broode of 
queſtions, you would atleaſt bee wiſer 
thentoputte them foorth to nurle, to 
lichaslam, which wiſh them neuer 
borne. This ſkarpe, but late replie, did 
that holy man returne, to this vain-glo- 
rious alcctter of vainer Curiolitie: con- 
loiting iuſt with that which Proſper 
layd bcfore, that thoſe which haue 
tice hearings 7zv thus troubled 
with 2 the itche,muſt either haue their * 2. Tim. 
cares Ropped from liſtning , or theyy 4%: 
moutheslockte for asking luch triuo- 
lous queſtions, \Vherefore were Saint 
"eter nowe lining to reade their vo- | 
KUiNcs, which from his © rockieand vn- *Math.r6. | 
mooued {o:indation haue reared their 20e | 
Ker, golden,yea,their pearly works, 
hecould not think much that his Lord 
ind Malter.{ince meanemen, yea his | 
owae Schoilers haue found fault with ? 7.Corsz , 
#11 infirmiry) ſhould chide him for be- "_ 
'38 curious,with this uid adre? Perer 
in time eucric good man which blame 


L thus 
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this, thine owne followers hereaker, | 


will ſay thou diddeſt not well. 
Bur becauſe the latter dayes arc 
\Math.+, hoſe, 4 in which ſinneand iniquitic 
" nz. ſhallmoſtabound: end amoneſtall (ins, 


«12, Tiw. 44 that men ſhallnot ſuffer wholeſome: | 


4:3- doctrine, but tickle thus after choyce 
of curious teachers : it may bethought 


that ſomeamongſt our later writers,are | 


grend patrons at leaſt cloſetauourites 
'Georg, Ofthis ſhallow ſtudie. avert} 3. 
Sonius in 0977es ur paſsim [crrprurimum, OO certa- 
= gg 1imlibros ne one intheſc 

daiesthat can but ioyne his letters muſt 
needes beſcribling, and his fingers itch 
tillinke haue made his penne and pa- 
per meete : it is incuitable (as theſame 
DoQtour fayth) but that »lri (eriam 
ſub prelo )aur plus ſubi arrogenr, ant aliter 
ſentiant, quam aut res iþſa aut pietas pati- 
zur, many (yea in print) will diſcouer 
themſelues tothe worlde, and yet ci- 
ther _—__— more then their me- 
rite, orel{e delivering morethentruth 
and pictic. But amongſt our Neote- 
| ricks, 


for bis curious queſtion, 


ricks, becauſe many impure this ro ones 

man eſpecially:let me ſhew youthat di- 

ers as forwardas hee, but nortſolear- 

ned, may perhaps be affecters of lingu- 

Jarities as he was , yet cannot iuftly fa- 

ther theic Curiolitie on their Maſter: 

For as him(elfe was not ignorant that 

i Yuedam ex to ſunt myſleriorumpoencre, t Cluinus 
quorum plena reueiario in virimum diem inſticlib.x 
differrur, becauſe * godlineſſe is a my- 25t 
ſterie, u therfore there are lomethings 1, Ti 3 | 


which cannot nowebeelearned, = till , .'*- |} 


in anablolute fulnes of heauenly wiſe « Om 
dome, wee come inthar Kingdome to IS | 
ſee Godface to face :{udid hee teach | 
them which needes will builde their 

whole diuinitie (with contempt of Fa- | 
thers)vpon his (ole authority,that 7 op= » Caluinut | 


portuze admonend; ſunt incoonttionts fy \ſtitlig. 


49 gats ſir officy ſui modus,they muſt nor oo Y; 
ſnocterootſhortnor gone inthis theyr 
thidie. Andifthey would hauealeſſon 
how this ſcantling may be kepr, nor for 
their rouing , but keeping of their 
'cngth, himſelfe can well inoughdiret 
L 2 them, 


| cap.14. 
$i 1h leC.s$. 
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« Caluinus thE it he will but heare him, *that « #i- 
inſur.11».: o3;4 vel 18 qu4rendo curioſirate , vel in lo- 


quendo audacia cavuendumeit , they muſt 
not like fond and but queſting puppies, 
cither ſpend their mouthes too freely, 
or hang their cares too largely in hun- 
ting atter nifles, .. Surelyit 1s well that 
theſe mildecming people, haue founde 
himtheir cenſor , bur nottheir Cham- 
pio, And becaule the particular exam- 
ples perhaps may teach his duller (cho- 
lers,morethenall his precepts,l would 
they could wakentheir drouſic heads, 
ro markfrom him bur one of his choice 
inſtances, asrouching Gods holy and 
moſt bleſſed Angelles. 
 Forconcerning them, many nimble 
wits wil know(more then all the ſynod 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles would e- 
uerteachthem) in which ofthe (txe 
daies of this worlds creation,the ccelc- 
ſtiall Angelles had their firſt beginning: 


*Erod.z0. a for in them God made heauen, earth, 
"- and (ea, with all their complements. 


Doubtleſle faith one,thisis my _ 


for is curious queFion. 


God made them the firſt day of all the 
wecke, when in >the verie beginning » gen...r. 
hee created heauen with her orna- 
ments, and {onot vnlikely theſe bleſſed 
Spirits amongſt them : fo in that full 
Quireothis czleſtiall long-men, « whe,  , 
allthe creatures are inuitedto prayle ' 1,5, 
their Creator, beforetheſtarres 4 were 6.1.14. 
(erte forth gliſtering as ſpangles, which =** 
was onthe fourth day: or euer the hea- .,,,, 
uens were ſpred, his © pauilions cour- 2. 
raines, which fwasthe (econd day: and S454 
betore thelight, this worldes ſweete » x6 148. 
comfort, was diffuſed amongſt vs, s 2-3-4 
which was thefirſt day, h the Angelles _ 
are billed and called inthe firſt place, as deſubtili- | 
though they were before the reſt , the Seer | 
eldeſt ſinging-men,and had been made ay 4. 
before the other creatures. You ſay * Ovidivs 
wellſaythanother,bur Ithinkenor(o: { 7m 
ſuppoſe rather God madethem in the us & meli- 
laſt day ofthe weeke, For nature, which ©7 lem 
isthe | ordinarie power ofthe zternall ;,.;;.. 
Godhead,or rather(as the k Poet could ' Scaliger 
lay)very God himlſelfc a - —_—_ — 
| HS 1, 


io Chriſt checketo S. Peter 
't bus ad nobilioria progreduur,firſt produ- 
9 ccth that which is lefle, and atterwards 
3% that which is more pertect: as almoſt 
| hudwinckte you may plainely ee it, in 
both the worlds the lefler and the grea- 
"i ter. For it yeviewe the whole frame of 
{ot this bigger engine, and note howe by 
iN degrees at laſt it was made pertect,you 
3 may ſee inthe fiue former dayes of this 
i | worldscreation, the workes of Gods 
* *Gen-t.zd hands (eruiceable for man, were ® firſt 
$ *um25. producedbur inthe laſt day,whenthis 
l admirable Theatre drew necre the h- 
{ | *Gen.1:25 niſhing,then » euen the (txt day came 
M | eScaliger Manforth, » theabridgement of all e(- 
f | defubrilir. ſence, which in his body barethe coin- 
j 74. terfeitofthe worlde, and in his foule 
50.lcct.s, . . 
hadingrauen the Godheads image, a 
moſtrareworke of exquilite pertecti- 
on : but firſt was the furniture, then 
man the Lord created. Andas in this 
great world, ſo with like facilitie you 
may diſcerne the ſame in man, . which 
js theleſſer. For with much moreaduiio 


and conſultation , (asthoughthethree 
| perſons 


for his curious queſtion. 
perſons of the bleſſed Trinitie, had af 
!embled in parliamentfor mans creati- 
on)when he the laſt,bur beſt ofall cor- 
porall ſubſtances was forthwith to bee | 
tramed, e firft God did temper hima*»Gen.2.7. ; 
body of the earths (mall duſt (alas) the 
vilder part,buta ſtercoris marſupiir,a lat- _— 
chell of corruption : butto make hima 
erte&t man of compleatenature, did | 
after * breathe into himaſpirit oflife, *Gen.2,y, | 
a moſt dinine and intelleQuall eſſence. 
Wheretore , it the Angels bemore ex- 
cellent creatures then man © whomat * rſa,.5, 
the firſt God placed in (cates belowe 
them , no doubt bur if Adam on the 
{txt day as a more curious worke, was 
brought into the world after all the 
creatures elſe, bur'that the Angelles 
more glorious by farre then Adam, 
werecreated after him the ſixt day al- 
lo. Veryfinely, butasvainely, both 
demaunded and diſputed, fayth this 
latedjuine : thefirſt ſayth, they were 
created the firſt day, becauſethe Pſal- 
mAtnamedthem firſt, he might as well 
L 4 _ haue 
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haue ſayd, the ſtarres were created be- 
» »a.r48, forethe heauens, for in the ſame place 
3-4- theyarecalled before the other : the 0- 
ther ſ{ayth they were created the lixt 
day, after man : becauletheir nature 
had perteQtion much more then his; 
belike not belceuing Moſes, nay not 
z Ge.r.31. God himſlelfe, * that after man was 
MY made(ſpeaking ofno worke follow! ng, 
neither Angell nor infcriour) pre{ent!y 
Godreſted from his blefſed labour. Bur 
| will tel you(fayth he)rewarding them 
7 2.5am. 1. both for their (cholaſticall act. as Y ar: 
14.15 did the Amalckite for his vnpleaiing 
 newes * Content :{t fer peruicatie ms 615 
2 Caluinus = WE 

«firtib.r 114778 AUI2eNtia e#.Ineuer knew but di- 
c-p:4 ligence delerued athanke, but I haue 
ſoft. heard withall, that bulte would haue a 
band: this 1s nota divine ſludie, but a 

diueliſh Curiolitie,[likenor this, 
T hus not our late writers /wyhome 
many notwithſtanding hane called in 
queſtion for miſprition ot- this crime 


4 are (o farre found entitic of this fanta- 
+y 


icke Curiolity, but they canafſord 
con- 


for his curions queition, 


controlement where they (pie it in an- 
other , much more muſt the bleſſed 
\eisiah of the world, countermaund 
this{ame linnein a great Apoſtle, with 
© ul ade? he Perer, leaue this vanitie, 
there is no wiſe man in any age bur 
hee willreprooue it, 

Thus farre right Honourable and 
beloued Chriſtians, you haue heard the 
entertainment ofthis qualitie with the 
wie, What cautionsall learned men, 
both auncient and later, have gien 
vit againſt this one fruitleſſe ſtudie , to 
wit,becauieſhe is but 2 /iheralmum fluar-, | 
orum nomine palliata , as Saint Annuftine .,,.,, 
{ayth no true liberall art,but a counter- Fo!t 55.4 
ici of tich {cience: or it (he haue in her 
any one poynte of wiledome ,itis but. 
b 22419714 fapientia, akinde of childith / Cn 


dh : inſti 6.x 
and triijin2 toyiſh knowledge, as that ,, 2 


Neotericke could confefle it : in one 4. 

word, becaule (ſheis bur < /-romri Hl ſo ft Time 
7 :, as Saint Part, from whome they _ 
both borrowed, long (incedid deter- b 
mineit, a? iniurions vſurper oftrue 
lear- 


© ſultux 
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learnings ſacred ritle,theretore noman 
ſhould admitre her in his ſerious tra- 
uailes, which hee vndertakes for the at- 
taining of immortal wiledom, Now be- 
caule | teare mel haue kept roo long 
time in paſlsing ouer this ſtrain] wilrun 
ouer the next with as quick breetes as 
can: thatI may ſhewe you after theſe 


precepts, by the preſidents of the wile, 


what we!come Curiolitie hath hada- 
mongſtthem, it you obſerue their at- 
tectionand dilpolition to her , eyther 
when they ſee 1t in the lives of others, 
or eiic find themſelues poſſeſſed with ir. 

Touching the affection of graue ard 
prudent men, when they find this infir- 
mite inthe ſtudie of another, eyther 
for their approbation or reprehen(ion 
of it, Iremember there are too faults 
which the Acute Philolopher hath tru- 
ly diſcoucred amongſtdiuines, & both 
of them worthy to bee ſeuerely taxed. 


Scaligerde Firſts there is agreſtis quedam ſumpliceras, 


: 
"WE? 


ſubuinae A ſottiſh ſimplicity ina ſort of (illie ſhu- 


- CXCeErcait, 


68. (cc. r. 


dents, which when by rhe well 
O 


for hiscarious queſtion, 
ottheir drie and ſhallow braines, they 
cannot {ind forth the immediate caule 
ofany effect in nature,ſtraight way doc 
condemnrealon & al her true concluſ1- 
ons, as the very plague & bane of Chri- 


ſtian religion:and refer the Originallof 


all lnch motions to God, which indeed 
15the fhirſtand mediate, but not the ſole 
cauſe of luch petty aftions: in themean 
while, couering either the weaknes 
of their coceit, ortheidlenes of theyr 
minds,with a holy pretence(as they lay 
otreuerent, bur indeed) of aceremon1i- 
ous and too fearefull modeſtic, Thele 
menare too ſhortto reach the height 
ot wiſedome, atleaſt they put not their 
armes forth to the length. Burthere ts 
another ſort which ſtraine themſclues 
roo farre, who when one (haltel them, 
that © // {1714 .£ [aptenti# pars eſt qua aam 


£910 anime veile nefcire, it isAfſpecill craiore 

part of mans true knowledge,it in ome 397- lex. 
, - 29, 

things he can bee content to conteile * 


himſelfe ignorant, by no meanes will 


indure ſuch reſtraint or limitation, bur 
thinke 


tx Tau. © 


!Idem 1b1- 
dem excer- 


citatione * 
'*. 65.leCt- 


one. 4. 
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thinke theyr vnderftandings ſo ſharp &- 
rimble, asthatthey would {cornthere 
ſhould bee ought {0 hard ordifficult, 
but by a little muling and diſcour- 
ſing in their thoughts , they canriue 
it out from the depth of nature: 
theſeare jollye tellowes, that nought 
canicapethe. Butl would they would 
heare his indgement of their conceit, 
whoſe intellectuall eye was as pure 
and ſharpe quick-lighted (if I miſtake 
itnot) as cuer any of theirs. Horwm  c- 
quidem inzenia ({ayth one) aamirari © 
{audare vi acura ſoleo,uerum vt nimis act» 
74 fuvere, 

Surely I cannot but commend,yea, 
admire theſe finc and ſubtile nimble- 
waited heades: it isa pretiething tolec 
how deit and fleete they be, euermore 
1n motion, of ſudden apprehenſion:bur 
I dare not follow them by imitation: I 
teare they are roo ſubtile, thethreds 
they (pinne are doubtleſleall roo fine, 
their learning is more admirable then 
approoucable, ſocxceeding _ 
that 
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that it neuer can be found. This was « elutarch. 
the kindeſt greeting that Scaljgey could 4c <ducan 
vouchlafe her, when hee ſpied this cu- © 
riolitic inthe ſtudents ot his age. 

Yea,bur $ mri al:orum peccara incre- 
panrur , ipſt in eadem prolapſt vitia,many 
can be content to carpat that in others, 
which not withſtanding they can wink 
atinthem(clues:therfore that you may 
(ce howe wile and godly men hauenot » pernar- 
onely diſliked this infirmitie in thelines wu 
of others, but alſo haue abandoned and 
renounced it inthemſelnes, as know- 
ing it (belike)to be but Þ »ugarumma- 
trem,virrurum nouercam , agood nurſe 
for vanity, buta dry nurſe for vertue, I 
referre you to that one example onely 
of the Church of Ephefus:i where whe 
many Diſciples had heard Saint Pavles 
two yeeres Sermons, and ſcene the 
wonderous miracles which he ſtrange- 
J wrought , in healing the ſicke, and 
courging the ſeauen vilde exoriſts, 
theypercciuing their vaine and friuo- 


tous ſtudies to ——_— obnoxi- 


lat. ”, 


Ou? 


3 1,Cor.1. 
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ous to the ſacred Goſpell of Teſus Chriſt 
which that Apoſtle preached, preſently 
forlooke thote curious Arts, and pub- 
likely did burne {o many Bookes of 


that kinde, as afterwards were valued |} 


at two thouſand marks. A notable ex- 


ample of heauenly wiſedome, in dil- | 
clayming ſuch a ſtudie as vas altoge- | 


ther truuleſle : yet (alas) weeare not (0 
wileasto follow their example, For 
the Epheſians , which were Grzcians, 
men excellently learned, and whuichar 
thefirſtin reſpect of their knowledge 
in humanitie, reputedthedoQrine of 
Chriſtianitie, to beebut a {imple thing, 
and indeede meere fooliſhnelle, £ like 
the great Clarkes which were in the 
Church at Corinth, could here ſubmit 
them(elues at the hearing of Gods Ora- 
cles, tothe obedience of Chriſts Gol- 
pel, and therenouncing of their owne 
{tudics: but we rude Barbarians,whole 
knowledge commeth behind theirsin 
humane litecature,but farre exceedeth 
them inthe tydings of (aluation, neuer 
Call 


| 


- 


for bis curious queſtion. 
can be drawn(ifonce we haue deuiſed 
lomeconceited quirke, either inthe 
rule of fayth,or the forme of dilcipline) 
roabandonand forſake our owne ima- 
ginations, and ſubject our 1wdgements 
vnto wholeſome dottrine, heere isno 
remoouing of our curious Arts. 

They were not aſhamed tharall the 
world (hould know the tinall abiuring 
of their childiſh ſtudies, for publikely 
they burnt their bookes of all lucharts, 
but with vs, mE haue learned that fond 
and (urly rule, 1 quod ſermul drxeris qua- 1g 
lecumque ſu fixum rarumque fir, that Eburium 


which thou haſt once affirmed , bee it 4clibera- 
NO | litate hb. 
traeor falſe, maintaine it rothe death: |... 
and therefore howſoecuer realonor re= 
ligton conuincerthem oftheir errours, 
they will nor flicke toſay, I haue once 
taughtthis for ſound doctrine, there- 
fore I muſt notleaue it: = though Pro- « 11,cg 
2420745 the elder hewas, wasthe wiſer Thazcero. 
alſo, and Saint " Au2u/tinethat good fa- ; 
ther bluſh notin his age, ro penne ' _— 
a retraQion of that hee writ in his 
youth, 


* * Com. !5. 
'% 3 0 
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youth. Or if their palpable ignorance 
becuidetiy confured by impregnable 
arguments, that fo they are torcedto 
alter their firſt opinios, yetthey wilnor 
haue their followers {ulpect them to 
be changelings , oh no © Sa!rem coram 
populohonora me , for Gods lake letnot 
the world knowe , notwithſtanding al 
this, but that I am ſtill as 1 was a dt- 
iciplinarian: they will not haue men 
thinke that they are ſo wile, as to 
dilcarde theyr owne quiddities, no 
not for ſourd diuinitie, In one word, 
the Epheltans were content to leaue 
their Bookes, though by gcod eftima- 
tonthey werethought to bee woorth 
noletle then fittie thouſand peeces of 
ther ; queſtionleſſeit wasa rich and a 
voodiy Library,yerthey burntthem all | 
:0 Makeway for the Coſpell, that y m& 
might jooner belecuc, and bring forth 
00d Workes anlwerable : but hcere a 
'ortot eZ/ops cocks, wilnot leaue their 
Barley-cornetor the rucheſt Gemme, 


nor can be brought to part with the 
leaſt 


for his curious queſtion. 
leaſt Geneua rricke , though perhaps it 
bee ſcarce woorth thriſe three halfe- 
pence, for the greateſt cauſethat may 
be, I warrant you not forthe wealth of 
the Towreof London. Buthowloeucr 
ſome with vs, not oftheſoideſt tudge- 
ment, arc too fondly weddedto theyr 
curious paradoxes, youſeetheſenewe 
conuerts by Saint Pawl in Aſia , how 
readily they reietedtheyr fruitles cu- 
riolity, they left their ſtudyes, & burne 
their helpeleſſe books. Wherfore if wiſe 
men and religious perſons haue both 
diſliked this (inne in others, and reiec- 
red it themſelues : if Scaliger amongſt 
the lateſt Philoſophers,and the Epheli- 
ans amongſt the ancienteſt Chriſtians, 
haue thus abhorred theſe frivolous 
inquifitions: well might the ſonneof 


S:rachadmonith the lewes, 4 notto be? Fedel.;3. 


curious inthings that are ſuperfluous, 
becauſe the medling with ſuch hath 
veguiled very many : and well mi 
the Apoſtle giue order to reach 


Gentiles, that * they ſhould take heede * Tit 4 


da 


A = - Sn ”" 
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'r.Tim.,, Of endleſle and fruitleſſe genealogies, 
 ». ſofprophaneandold wines dcting fa- 
*3.Tim2, bles t of fooliſh and vnlearned iangling 
« 10k.1.33. Queſtions : bur moſt woorthily of all 
might leſus Chriſt our Samour, » the 

»Luk.:.zz Rabbiof theTewes, and the * light of 
| vs poore Gentiles, reprooue this1n his 
ſeruant amongſt other his infirmiries, 
Forthere were more deteQs in our A- 

poſtle, belidesthat which in this place 
remaines vpon recorde, asareuerend 

* aupuſti- father of the Church hath noted * Pe- 
nus dea- #75 11 mare fide vacillauis, a cruce ſalua- 
S Qiſtian £OYe1 TEWOcauir , ſacerdorts ſeruum vnine- 
rauir, dominit ſuum abnegauit, relitionem 

deniq; ſumulauir.Perer offeded in reſpect 

Ls of histruſt in God,y for notwithſtading 
20, his warrant , oneblaſt could ſhake his 
fayth: he offended in reſpeCt of his loue 

» Math.rs. tO his Maſter, = forthat beeing carnall, 
_. , 22. Would haue kepthim fromthe croſle. 
_—_ Heſinned inimpatience, = when(buta 
 wordanda blow ) he cutte off Malchas 
eare: hee ſmnedin negligence, when 


»Math.zs, ® being commanded to watch & pray, 
40, | hee - 


for his curious queſtion. 
hee ſlept, and could not wake ſo much 
as,one hovwre. c Hee trarigrefied in vn- « Math.a4, 
fAythiuil cowardize, when for feareokt —74: 
a gyrlc heabiured his Lord and Mater: 
« and hetran{grefſed in deepe dilsimu- *Gat.z.rg4 
lation, when being alevy, hee luedas 
did the Gentiles : {to that it before this 
Line our Sanionr and redcemer re- 
prooved luis infidelitie, with © 0 rhou of *Math-14s 
it;ef1y;h,and his aftechon roo carnall, A 
with tC ome berind me $atan:it he tound *r Math.rs. 
fault with his impatience, $8 bidding 23 
hin ilcath his (word, & with his drou- * lok.rh.e8 
linele » asking him if hee could not »Mat.z6. 
watch one howre: ifafter this rime his 46 
white-linered fearcltulneſle was taxed, 
with a looke and turning of Chriſts ' Luk.rs. 
head , and his diſsimulation by * Saint , , 1. 7 
Pav/xith an inveftine to hisface: itis 
10:to beyyondred, iftthis (caped nor 
(cot-lree, if whenrea{on and religion 
anon2t menin allages, bee aduerle in 
cirio.;tie both by rule and patterne, 
Cliriſt did challenge his Apoſtle for thar 
prolle inticmitie,with 2:14 ad re? Perer 


M2 amongſt 
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amongſt other faults, I muſt warne thee 
needes ofthis, thy ill pleaſing curioſity 
deſerues ſharpereprehenſion. 

Nowe haue you heard the latter 
branch of this laſt argument, whar 
countenance ſhee hath with the wiſe 
and vertuous, when they meete with 
her abroade,or in their priate ſtudies, 
how they diſlike her in the one, and 
diſclayme her inthe other, ſothat by 
the ſumme of this one reaſon, your 
(clues may make this ſure colleCtion, 
chat if both the counſell and carriage 
ofgraueand holy men, haue reproo- 
uedand reieQted this vnprofitable cu- 
rioitie : our Sauiour being that ſunne 
from whom they rake their light, muſt 
needes controlethe ſame ſinne in his 
decre Apoſtle, 

And hereholy and bleſſed brethren, 
having knitte vp the third motiue of 
our Sauiours reprehenſion , drawne 
from this ſinnes acceprance euen a- 
monegſttheſonnes of men, to wit, that 
ifthey hauc taken acceptions toit, in 
whom- 


—_ J—_ Rr Coop — 


for his curious queſtion. 
whomſocuer they diſcryed it, the ſon 
of God muſtneedes checkeit in ſo ex- 
cellent an Apoſtle: I would gladly ceaſe 
to trouble you any further at this pre- 
ſent, leſt being altogether in this place 
feeding of your (oules, I ſhould forget 
you muſt haue time at home to refreſh 
your&lues. But becauſeI remember 


that Nathans | erat homo quidam ajues, ' 2 Sam.rs 


there was a certaine ritch man that 


wronged his poore neighbour by 


him, will doelittle good without ® rw », 5.14. 


ipſe es, except it be laid cloſe tothe 
party treſpaſsing : ſuffer mee I beſcech 
you inthe meekeneſle of your ſpirits,to 
miniſter this purging pill which our 
Sauiour offered Perer, to this Chriſtian 
pcs and this honorable Citie : and 
ſuppole(ifit workewell with you) ye 
will readily confeſſe,that there are ma- 
ny cauſesgiuen on your parts, which 
might moonethe ſonne of God, with 
preater reaſon to checke you in theſe 
dayes for your giddiſh Curioſitie, then 
nthe dayes of his fleſh he had tore- 
M3 prooue 
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prooue Saint Perey : ſo that woorthily 
WW - he might transfer his ſpeech fromthe 
ih Apolle with | ©ud ad 2350 O foolith 
hy Citizens, you are in many things t00 
$ much exceedingly curious , which 
£ little doe concerne you, ard lee a- 
' vayle you, 
Saint Peter that preat and woorthic 
Tm ps anteſionanns ofthe Church, which » in 
4 thefayre ſtreamer of his true conte($1- 
on, didbeare the glorious name ot le- 
{15 Chriſt , the enerlaſting ſonne of his 
cuer-liuing father , though hee were 
tainted.as you haue heard)with ſo ma- 
| ny capesandl dings, yet was hee allo 
mM: wonderfully adorned with many rare 
; b and admirable graces, asIgaueyoua 
q ſrortnotc ofthem i in my Sermon the 
laſt day : and yet all thele cold not 
{kield him, but this checke muſt needs 
fa!l on him,our Sauior could nor brook 
his vaine idle Curiolitie. Verily it thc 
ſonne of God were on the earth in 
_rhele dayes, {t ecing men whenhee cry- 
 Jec.5.16, - eth o Of, _ cbearr ane 4m, S1rs look 
| which 


te ann. tt. Amt... 


for bis curions queſtton. 

which is the old way, that is the good 
way,be (ure ye walke in that, yet hun- 
ting ater nothing but new and ſtrange 
deuiles, he could not polsibly keepe 
lilence, but reprooue this itching vant- 
tie, Ho, keepe the beaten way, theſe 
are but new-found tracings, thele no- 
uelsarenot for you, 

Andif euer that were true which 
long lince wasaffirmed in things of ci- 
uill life, that eſt narura hominum nouita= 
115 auida, all men from their cradles de- 
li2htin vncouth nouelties, thenir is 
moſt apparently true for this preſent 
ageinthis kingdome, and eſpecially in 
this Citie for matters of Religion : 
where amongſt other kindes no doubr 
ot ſundry errours, you ſhallſeemen by 
fower meanes bewray their curiolity, 
by which they are ledde to liſten after 
nouelties. * For ceitherthey muſt euery 
day haue new teachers to inſtruct the, 
alwayes one man will bee ſtale, rhey 
muſt haue choyſe,? or itthe ſame man 


ſillteach, he muſt pronide them ſome 
M4 new 
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newe doctrine, ordinarie diſhes will 
cloytheir daintie ftomacks : 3 or it hee 
doe deliuer them commonleſlons, he 
muſtnor ſay he hath them by common 
meanes,the leaſt muſt be by vilions, or 
by reuelations, they muſt be far tetchr, 
things bred at home are forbid :4 or if 
he be nonew man, nor bring no ſtrage 
doctrine, nor receiue it but by com- 
mon meanes, hee muſt confirme it by 
extraordinarie courſes,he muſt be one 
thatis able to doe ſome myracles, and 
attheleaſtto worke great wonders: ci- 
ther the Preacher muſt be new-come, 
or his doQtrinenew-found ; either the 
attayning of his learning muſt be by re- 
velations, orelſe otherwiſe the conhr- 
ming of it by working myracles; or elle 
itnone of theſe, but that it be commune 
ſantforum, according to the accuſto- 
med forme of plaine and wholeſome 
doQtrinethar a man ſhall vtter, his a1- 
ditory wilnot fticke tote! him in thele 
dayes, thatthey could haue fayde as 


muchthemſclues as this is, and thatif 


you 


on I 


you but daintiethings and new: had ye 


for his curious queion. 


you can acquaint them withns@ other 
things then theſe, they had as licuc 
to heare their owne cow low , as be- 
ſtow the hearing of ſuch another Ser- 
mon, Burt e as Saint Paul fayd, 0 ftulrt * Gal.z.ta 
Galare quis vos faſcinauir,c, O fooliſh 
Galathians, who hath bewitched your 
mindes, that yee ſhould not obey the 
truth of Ieſus Chriſt : ſo may I well ſay 
on this behalte ; O ye fond and fooliſh 
giddie-headed Londoners, who hath 
beſotred your ſoules and vnderftan- 
dings, that thus you eſtrange your 
ſelues from ſound dottrine and holie 
exhortations,andareſo vainely inamo- 
red on enerynew-found rifle ? I muſt 
tilt peakto you in the Apoſtles phrale, 
q 9d dicam? alas what thall [ (ay vnto ' 097-11 
you? ſhall Iprayſe you in this? no(God A 
wort)I cannot prayle you; but * /oqnor «1 cor.rg, 
41verecundiam veitram X T4 peake it tO 3 4+ 
your ſhame,that your hearts ſhould be 
{o itching, and your heades fo full of 
crochets, that nothing now can pleaſe 


lined 
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ſived in Chriſts rime, and beeneofluch 

a diſpoittion , he would haue beenear 
you with 2d advos? why what is the 
matter firs? will nought bur ſtrange 
things ſerue you? this curiolitte be- 
comes not them that will be my Dil- 
clples. 

Thus much might ſerue to haue 
(pokea in ocneralitic. but becauſe lam 
taking my Jeaue ofthe tecond part of 
mytext, which is Chriſtsaction, his 
reproofe of Curio:itic, let it not oftend 
you it Iſtand alittle !o-1ger 1n buckling 
on cuery joynt of this reprehenſion, 
that it may lirthe taſterro the backes of 
{uch offenders. And firſt for the firſt, 
which isthe buſie ſeeking afcer new- 
cometeachers. That which Tullyſayd 
long agoe in militarie dilcipline, that 

| Nontam veterani intuend; ſunt quam 
tprones milites los Iralte CO mou levion?s 
'©.there isnotſo much reſpectto bee 
had ofold weathec- beaten ſouldiours, 
as ofnevw-trayned men, which are the 
towre of chiualrie : the ame do many 
a- 


— RR —m 


for bis cariozs queſtion, 
among vs holde concerning Prea- 
chers,mn the Church of Chriſt militant: 
that for their owne poore ſhepheard 
it makes no matrer tor him, though he 
haue trom God the charge of all cheir 
loules: God helpehim poore man, he 
1s an ouer-worne diuine:his learning 1s 
nov out-dated: but it they (r.ould goe 


 toChurch they would with to hearea 


yoag cloguent {cho!ler, newe come 
trom the Vninecittie,one that wil giue 
them the fower and creame ot his 
owing witte, and that candeliuer his 
mind 1n {tch hne polithed tearmes, as 
n2dmiration will make them hold vp 
their hands and bleſſethem : one that 
they never heard belore, and euerye 
day anevy one, or elie they care not if 
they hold the Church a wilde Catte. 
Indeedeſuch was the aFeCtion of the 
vnthankfll Iewes, both to Jo» the 
Papriſt. and ro Chriſthis Maſter , they 
werefranze Doors, andtherefore 
had great at:dience, © John was avery 
rareman, no ordinaric perſon, if yee 

looke 
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fooke either into his miniſtrie or his 
conuerſatis.For touching his miniſtry, 

his doctrine was not viuall, but God 

Gulter, rayſed him vp as a Prophet, when © 
"no. there had beene none fiue hundred 
milia. 4. YEeres before him: and for his ſacra- 
*Marh.3.6 ment that was ſtrange, for hee vſed 
Baptilme,and not Circumciſion; pro- 

phelie had beene intermitted, and Bap- 

tiſme thenfirſt was founded, ſothat his 

whole office ſeemed altogether new: 

and as for his life or behauiour a- 

»Mar.rr. mongſtthe people, x Nec edens venir 
18.19 nec bibens, he camencither eating nor 
drinking as others, which becauſe 

they are (ociable,are tearmed gluttons 

and wine-bibbers : but hee was of an 

!Math.3.4 auſtereand ſtraipht conuerſation, y his 
pony plaineandgraue, but camels 
ayreand a leather gyrdle, and his 
diet courſe and ſparing, nothing but 
locuſts and wilde honey in the wilder- 
neſſe. When ſucha man was heard of 
as now could propheſie, which for ſo 
many yeeres before him no man = 


EFReonne os ths. 
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for his curious quetion, 


had done, when there were tydings 

of one that baptiſed men in /orden, and 

a fame was {pred of his ſtrickt and ſpot- 

lefle life, = Adviſendumillum curioſitas *Gualteras 

CO nowarum rerum ſtudium mult os exci- 'Þi!upia. 

rzauir, what for curiolitie, and what for 

other caules, 2 all Jeruſalem and lewry, *Mab 3.5 | 

yea,allthe regions neerethem flockte | 

toorth in heapes to ſee /oby Bapriſt: the 

people muſtneedesheare and (ee ſuch 

anew-come Prophet,exiuir rora Hiero- 

ſolima&c.layth Saint Marhew , allthe 

Citic ranne foorth intothe wilderneſſe 

to behold him. And as the Iewes dealt 

with the ſeruant, ſo did Herodthe Te- 

trarch with Chriſt his Maſter. For firſt 

whenhe heard his Sermons & match- 

leſſe wonders, b hee was exceedingly ,, , ,, 

delirousto get bur one ſight of him, 

thinking it was either Elias which 

ſhould comeagaine,or one ofthe Pro- 

phers which was riſen from the graue, 

or elſe good 19hn, whoſe head hee had 

taken from him ; bur which ofalltheſe 

focuer itwas, aſluring himſelfe ſuch 2 
ma 


© Cicero 


de fln1tb. 
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man was worth the {ceing: and atter- 
wards when he met with our Samour 


« Luk,:3.8 At Zerifz.enr,s he was marua!loutly glad 


thatte had gottena (tight of tim,whom 
hc longed !O© much toſee. T hus both 
the goucrnour and the people were 
mighty carried withan mfetiable de- 
ltiect hearing and belhwolding ficn 
perions as were firaunge, And as this 
was trueamongſt the lewcs, lo cer- 
tainely it 15 roo true amongſt vs Chrt- 
ftrans, ©Cl;emes Tere tcfns POUnnn Vi 
CINUmBROR IH fodereaut CV LTC,A8 the o'd 
maninthe Comedy would not haue 
his new neighbour vorke, {cr teare of 
hurting him, ſo areonr Ciizens won- 
derfull tender ouer their new found 
reachers, nothing is tco deerefor the, 
thoughall the reſt be hated. Tell them 
where they may heare an Honourable 
B1hop preach, arcucrend Prelate, or 
an auncient graue diume, tuth, they 
know what theſe are, temporiling for- 
maliſts , a fort of i]ken Doctours, ſuch 
as whenaman heares their text , hee 
| may 


: 
: 


for his curious queſtion. 
may gelle him(elte what will be al thetr 
Sermen : but if you can tell them ota 
trimme yong man, that willnot quote 
the Fathers (and goodreaſon, for his 
horle neuer eatea bottle of hay 1n ey- 
ther oi the Vniuerlities):thatneuery ct 
tooke orders, but had his calling 2p- 
_—_ by the plaine lay-elders (tor 

e wastoo irregular to beordred by a 
Biſhop): that will not confounde the 
congregation with latine {cntences, 
(for he is not guiltie of the Romane 
language):that will not ſticketorente 
them thatareinauthoritie,that his (ec- 
taries may crie he is perſecuted, when 


hee is iuſtly filenced - if yee can giue 


them intelligence of ſuch a man , Oh 
for Gods fake where tcacheth hee, to 
him they will runne for haſte withour 
their dinners, fit waiting by his church 
till the doore be open, itthe place bee 
full, clyme vp at the windowes, pull 
downe the glafſe ro heare him, and fil 
the Church-yard full, ſende him home 
everything : one man plate, another 
hangings, 


"ih: Chri#ts checke to $. Peter 
| hangings, this Centlewomannaperie, 
that goodwite money. Lette him want 
} nothing (olong as he is newe, though 
$ within two yeresatter, they leaue him 
| on alea-Jand,and neuer heede him, 
; T his is the malady of many Cit- 
4 zens, they haue money for newe Ta- 
| ucrnes,and cares for new-come Prea- 
chers, butnone can pleaſe them, ex- 
; ceptthe man bee new. Indeede theſe 
* "Oſcero ad © uwromare.yu1 libenier ſua recentia poemara 
i © ME Epi. (28rs theſe buzzing piddlers loueto 
12. bealwayes doing, notable ſturring tel- 
452 lowesthey willnor ſtickero alluw you 
b.1% three ſermons in a day (ſuch as they 
moins can)good ordinarietable-ralke, but as 
cerons, 7 yſayd,f Academia iſtec nous rerum 
= omnium perturbatrix et, that thenew 
# found Vniuerſitie which Archeſil.zs & 
Carneades had lately founded ., was the 
common diſturber of the whole flate 
of Traly : ſo wee not many yeeresince 
have pitrituily taſted, that theſe vpftart 
teachers haue {o ſhaked this Church 
and Kingdome, as itthe care and wile- 
dome 


for his curtons quetion. 


dome of our gracious Prince (Whoſe 
life & gouernment the Lord continue 
as the nrmamet) together withthe in- 
corrupted integrity ot ſome rcuerend 
Bi:hops (whom God long maintaine & 
increa(= their numbers)had not religi- 
ouſly prevented & withitood them, 1t 
had been very dangerous, & almoſt in- 
cuitable,)e!tthe one/with come down 
{ir Prelatz) had beene trampled inthe 
dult, &the other (with are youletled) 
had beene dittoynted with (edition, 
Wherfore bleſſed & beloued Citizens, 
praiſe God which hath protected his 
church & common-yvealth, from tach 
vnlearned,yet content!ou: Spirmns:and 
magnife him which haih fil placed 2- 
moneſt vs ſome grave & holy c:urch- 
me, admirable for their knovs!: 202c,8 
1nculpable fortheir lines. As for your 
new-fonnd docors.take 8, Pavles und 
counts! < pnrchat 2nor after vo. wWown 
Infts and © ng appetites , eaery day 
(ncitiute='- ps of frige & vplart rea- 
chers:for,a:-) they wil but tarne your 
N Eares 
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eares from the voyce of truth, and 
nuzzle you in their owne deuiſed fa- 
bles, our Sauiour which warned you 
ofthem by Saint Pax/ before, would 
tell you of them nowe it hee were a- 
moneſt you, with 2414 2d vos? this cu- 
riolitte 15not tollerable, that you will 
litentono Preachers, but thoſe which 
ſtill arenew. And if I may be o perſwa- 
ſine with you, as by thele exhortations 
ro have drawne you from thele tea- 
chers,lette me admoniſh by your pati- 
ence of that choyce whichyou make 
of doctrines, and that is, that many of 
you will ncedes heare eyther newe 
things or nothing, no Sermon ſounds 
well in your cares, but that which 
ſounds too ſtrangely. Indeede >the A- 


- thenians amongſt the __— made it 


their wholeftudic, that they might tell 
and heare cfnought but that was new: 
andthe people of Bethania among the 
lewes,fiockte in great concourſetothe 
houſe of Mary , whoſe brother qur Sa- 
uiour had then rayſed from his _ 

ut 


for bis curious queT7ion. 


but i it was nor for any loue to heare '19b.r3. 5; 
Chriſt leſus preach, but becauſe they 
longed to {ee theman which had been 
dead: | Sperabans enim referente Laza-" Ludol- | 
ro, de altera vita aliquid audire , the rea- ou AA 
ſon was , becauſe they were in hope *?* 
that Zazurus would report vnto them 
lome ſtrange occurrents, which his 
wandring (oule had ſeenein atorraine 
world : lo werethe Gentiles otnewes 
from other countries, the Iewes of 
ſtrange tydings from another worlde, 
exceeding greedy: nought burnewe 
impreſs:1ons might touch their vnder- 
ſtandings:and ſoamongſtmany of both 
ſorts ſince it 1s too manifeſtly true, that 
m Communia qQuanquam oprima faſtidi- | _ 
wntur, the moſt commendable thinges (uo de Se» 
once waxing common, are but con- "+ 
remptible. For ifftudents willteach 0- 
ther nations to ſpeake theyr language, 
they cannot abide to learne them the 
ſame phraſes that others doe,bur ifthar 
n of Plaros war iygr is aurw worls he, 
raimum 
y-%7 , bec once tranſlated by T ally, that ;y;4em. 
N 2 no 
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Wi ho man is borne for himlelfe, but part- 
_ lyfor his countrey, and partly for his 
L parents and his friends: another when 
df hecommethto the tranſlation of it, xe 
q' ſumiliter arcar mauulr peivs dicere, Ca- 
mr rethnot how wide hee roaues, ſo hee 
f 1 ſhoote not neere to that:and therefore 


i ; wilrather ſay,emo ſebi contivir,no man 
"| A hath his beeing allowed him for him- 
_ ſelte: alittle ſtranger, bur a great deale 
| worler. Andintheir native ſpeech, 
whenthey haue aboundant choyle of 
| orteero g: fire and proper words, yet 9 in maxi- 
o-ator-li, 34 ſuorum verborum copia rranſlatis © 
4 35 altenis mag1s delettantur verbis quam pro- 
4 Prys & ſurs,inthe greateſt ſtore of vari- 
; etieintheir owne, theyr mouthesare 
tor none bur (pruſe out-landiſh tearms: 
/ Cicero P (ſuch as Cleanthes and Chryſippns did 
d- boi. altogether vſe, intheir curious Booke 
4 ofpaynted Rhetoricke, But whether 
| runne I backeto former ages, to proue 
Li: this in humanitie? your ſelues wil con- 
| PÞ uincethisin your learning of diuinity. 
J's ks 
off 


For if you can heare of one within a 
church 


for his curious queſtion, 
church or chappel,lately builtwith the 
ends (cituatenorth & {outh (tor caſt & 
weſt were too too (uperſtitious) will 
warne you that ſucha day he wilteach 
or (peake, (for to ſay he would preach 
werea word t00 triniall) and in his 
exerciſe will ſhew youa cunning mo- 
dell of perfect diſcipline, lately wyth 
great trauell ferchte from beyonde 
the teas : by which the meaneſt in 
yuur congregation, ſhall ether beare 
{o1;c oiftice, oratth2 leaſt haue great 
21tuority : O this 1s excellent, the go- 
uernement eſtabliſhed by our ſacred 
Prince,cxamied by the Clergie, con- 
firmed by the Nobilitie, and yeelded 
to by the Commons : in one word, ra- 
tified by the powerfull authoritie of 
that Honourable Court of Parliament, 
and thus long experimented to haue 
beene both peace-full and religious: 
th, itisbut a thred-bare relique of 
blinde and darkeſome Papiftrie : the 
Common Serunice-booke, ſhould bee 
conterted into quicke and ſodaine 

*'N3—  ficſh: 


a Saluſt de 
conur.Ca- 
ulinz, 
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freſh-conceiued prayers (not printed 
in the Booke, but new-hatched inthe 
braines :) and thele ſtudied Sermons 
ſhould bee duely changed into extem- 
pay excrciles, ina moment appre- 

ended vponthe firſt view of the text: 
hethat thus powres foorth his petiti- 
ons, and dceliuereth (uch doctrines as 
neuerany heard before, nor he himſelf 
can well repeate againe, this isan Ora- 
tor for you to pray with, a worthy tea- 
cher for you to learne with, this is a 
fellow that is for your tooth indeede: 
you muſt haue nouclties, and nought 
but new will ſerue you. And(alas)what 
are theſe wonders, or your {elues 
which ſo admire them? Surely(tor the 
things themſclues which ſo much at- 
feet you)as in poynts of attion1 Cuncts 
plebsnowarum rerum tudio coniuratorum 
inceptaſepe probar,the rude and vulgar 
multitudelendes a readie care to (c- 
ditions ſpeeches, and is exceeding 
proane to mutinous inſurrection, 


though they neither haue cauſc from 
their 


for his curious queſtion. 
their Prince, nor find (afetie for them- 
{elues, onely becauſethey louetolee 
ſtraunge alterations : ſo in matters of 
knowledge,and but bare contemplart- 
on, * Raro diftacriamſi peſsime ſrequen- 
11]Sime ramen applandunryr, thele things 
which gaine the great applaule in po- 
pular allemblies, arenotimbracedfor 
their wel-deſeruing worthineſle , bur 
onely tor their quaynte new-fangled 
ſtrangeneſle ; it is their rareneſle, nor 
their goodneſle, that makes you like 
them. And for your felues, thegreat 
maſters of theſe deuiles, 1t is true 
which Barracruslayd once in the Poer, 
l Cera viris rrautbis rerum ſoler eſse ſua- 
rum, Wile menattend that which con- 


tr Fraſmus 
10 128dicio 
luo de Se- 
neca, 


'Mantua- 
nusn 


Bcmbo, 


ccrnes them neereſt : but 1t 1s as true ccloga,1o. 


which his fellow tolde him in the lame 
eglogue . that Cura wirrs lenibus rerum 
ſoler efſe nonarum , they which are de- 
uoted (o tothele new-found pageants, 
are but vaine giddic headed (hutle- 
witted fellowes,there is no ſtaied wiſe- 
doine, noſound judgement in them. 


N 4 . There- 


C 


| 
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ThereloreI muſtnecdes callto you, 0 
cities,,iues,good gentle citizens, leaue 
of this runny and mad-braindeap- 


petite , of hearing vncouth and vpſtart 


docirines, 1t your new-tounde plat- 
formes bee for the moſt part corrupter 
thenplaine antiquitie , and your ſelues 
tor tollowing them be worthily repu- 
ted, witheraue and \viſe men to bee 
but vaine and childiih, Imuſt needs (ay 
to youas Chriitdidro S, Perer, Quid 
{ec advas? why liſten you atter nouel- 
ues? why (nonld nought content you 
but ftrangethings and out-landiſh? 
Peraquenture you will {ay you -arc 
not culpable i theietaults:younenher 
looke for newe teachers, nor liſten 
{or ſtrange doctrines, and thereforc 
youare wronged in hearing thele re- 
prehenlions. Indeede ow eff fac? um 11 
a£ocd plea mm law, and perhapstruely 
pleaded in detence tor this, for it may 
be you oitende inthe third kinde ra- 
ther , nei:hernicetor the ſpeaker , nor 
for that which is ſpoken, but onely cu- 
rious 


for 1:5 curious queſ7ton. 
rious in the ma ter hoy your doctrine 
15recciued, to vitte, that it bee not by ' 
{tudicot Arts, nor by libecall educati- 
on, buz by \ heauent y influence into the 
whichtcach you, SG urely I remember 
[ues his fupptication whichhee made 
from hellto tather : Abrabim,thar t he Lars, 
wouiciende good [42.75 to Jus Fa- "Y 
thers houie,to warne his fre brethren 
leitthey came to his torments: {:icha 
Preacher migntrecalitmem, b.rtnone 
[ae one from heaven: neither the [avy 
could tntorime them, nor the holy Pro- 
phcts reforme them, it muſt bee a Saint 
trom the cloiides at leaſt, none clic 
coiild warne them. Doubtleſſe this 
dined man inhell,hath many hike him 
{ett betund on earth, which thinking 
that 4 receariſſumad quegue rr7rts "ſat, pg 
Co C1108 71.11 1 BAK: me. all ings Ot the !a- + 
teſt are of the beſt edition, and crying .!- 
Out tnat piſcrs wegu, 942 05t mſurecens, filh RE 
15nolonger good, then whilſt it is ta- cs adav! 
kenne W: cannot indure tobee taught” penis 
Dy men, it they will ſay they were. 
| brougnt 


4 Chrifes checke ro$S,Perer 


| r 48.4.3. brought vp with Saint Pauly ar the 
5 feete of Gamalzell, and (o had their lear- 
i# ning by ſtadic and inſtruction: butif 
J' + *2.Cro.12 with him they hauec been 2 wrapr vpas 
i *-7* highas the third heauens,and ſo hadall 
| *s their knowledge by aboundant reue- 
lations. If ſome can rudely proteſtthat 

| W7 theyneuer troubled (choole, nor lawe 
an Vninerlitie, that they wereneuer 
8 infected with thoſe prophane {ciences, 
K; which they commonly call theſenen 
| | Liberall Arts, norneuer ſftammered in 
WE theſethree darklanguages of Hebreiy 
P 4 | Greeke and Latine , which viually are 
1 termed the three great mothertongs, 
Ay nor neuer yet could write or reade 
wy one Engliih line , but that what they 
bi: haue was taught from God by viſions, 
| 8&8 that he hath ſcnt them Angels to ſhew 
By them things to come, that hee hath 
| {chooled = by ſtraunge dreames, 
how toreprooue the people,that ſuch 
a one 15 Enoch, which ſhould come be- 
fore doomes day (though thouſandes 
know where he was borne inapoore 
ſorie 


- 
A 


a ee ta a en R 


thoſe which you will heare, muſt 


ding newe inuenlions, content with Rhodogi- 
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forie village) : and another 1s Elzas, 
(though he be a {illie glouer, and for 
neede is faineto worke foorthroano- 
ther)if you can heare of lucha one thar 
willbring you theſe newes from hea- 
ven, away with your great Clarkes, 
your learned ſtudents, your great di- 
uines , they haue a linle skill by the 
Booke,and who may not haue lo: bur 


receiue their knowledge like thele, 

by dreames and vilions, by Angelles F 
and reuelations, and not by cuerte 

common and vſuall manner. Thus | 
your ſhepheards muſt 2 Nows paſcua « Mans 

HEYCTYC e7 amnes,leade you vAtO newWe Nueine- 

walkesand fireames which were ne- ©98%19- | 
uer heard of : your Poets mult Þ :nſ227e * Horatius | 
aliqui4diſcere , recens & adhuc indict un O— 
orea:to,tel you things which no tongue _— hs 1 
cuer ſpake of, and your (clues muſt be 

c hiſpani olized, alwaies ſtirring and fin- , <,,;;,, 


none butthem which teach from hea- 295 22919- 
lectionum. 


uen, your doQtours learning whome ,,,;z.c.p, 


l 
1! 
i 
you 35. | 
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Ky you will follow, muſt be infuſed by ſe. 
BS ecret inſpiratio, But (one word by your 
y*: tauour) 1fthat be true which Abraham 
ſi 5 © Lukrs. replied to Dees, 4thatthey which will 
By >* nor liſten ro Moſes nor the Prophets, 
ln: "i will nor bee perlwaded though one 
1; (ſhould rite from death : it an Angell | 
'W tromthecloudes, ora faint from hea- 
Wt uen hould come to teach or mooue 
F || 


tem : you were beſt take thar- coun; 
= {ell from me, which Piſo gaue to T wil, 
© pi 6 e anoua ad vererem acadexniam reuernie, 
Aath.4.4 hold you to * Srriprize ef, and torhem 
*106.5.39- which can deliver it, $ that is the gol- 

denrule which can leade you vppeto 

heauen :as for your revelations, waite | 
\ not for them, nor giue no credite 
rothem. .Luid hec adav35? you haue 
Moſesand the Prophets, what gad you 
after others? 

There is but one company behind, 
whome I would (peake with for my 
farewell: whichneither ſecke newc 
teachers, nor gape for newe aflcrtions, 
nor would aduile their Rabbyes to 
looke 


* b» bz > 
4th, ASD. Ol 


- 


ATW - 


ed 
. . - 
” ”_—"— Oo 


- <_- 
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looke for inſpirations, onely they 
could wiih, thatthe Religion which 
they preach might bee countenanced 
with iome myracles which theie men 
ſhould practile. Belike the yndoubred 
vcritie of the xternal God-head.yyhole 
(pirit firſt breathed the holy writ : the 
ſacred maieſtie of thoſe heauen!y ora- 


cles, which cuery where are £:!! of 


high authorinie * that mo{t dinin- and 
bleſſed harmonie, which (vweetely 
{oundes in al! her holy (cribes: that 
wondrous preleruation of her leaves, 


her lines, herleters , tion harefility- | 


rants and their fierie walting flames: 
and the meeke obedience which 
through allthe world hath beene per- 
formed to her royalllawes, i5notable 
to \winnemen to helcene God ortrue 
Religion, excepr he will yeeld lot; arre 
rofeede their faythleile fancy , as that 
at euery pinch to giine their g90d be- 
leefe, he will worke ſome myr: 'le in 
theheauens, the earth, or depth. O 
God forbid , willmen bee {oincredu- 
lous? 


—_— __ yo 
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lous? will nor the creature reſt inthe 
word of his creator? or ſhall nor (infull 
wretched miſerable man belecue the 
onely word of Chriſt Ie{us his Redee- 
mer? farre be it fromthe heart of any 
Chriſtian, to deniec {weete entranceto 
the meſſage of his Sauiour, But whe- 
ther ſhall [| turne to exclaime of this 
fouletreſpaſle, but onely to my Lord 
whichis offended byit?The lewes nor 
admitting Chriſts heauenly Doctrine, 


2. umportuned him with Þ volumusa re 
; ſwnum videre, Sir weewould (ee your 


Sermons ratihed with ſome rare my- 


' racles,and doubting of his ofice,! cal- 


led for his commits:on : by what ligne 
canſt thou ſhevy vs that thy authoriic 
reacheth thus farre: and (0 (God helpe 
vs) many in this age will aske the poore 
(corned Leuits, Sir what can yee doe 
toauouch your deere religion? what 
canyou perform to grace it more then 
I can you ftay the ſunne in his ſphzre 
with your prayers, or with your Orl- 


ſons firike fire from the cloudes? can 
you 


for his carious queition. 


you makea gourd in one day bud and 
bloſſome? or cauſe the greene-leaued 
hg-rtreeto wither ina trite? can you fill 
the vallies with water ata becke? or 
drie the channels ofthe redand maine 
vaſt ſea? ler meſee thele things & ſtrair 
I will beleeue you, but without ſome 
ſiene or token, if there bee no won- 
drous myracle, it wee takenot vppon 
vs that wee can diſlodge the diuell 
(though God knoweth he were con- 
ured to be for vs, or cuer he could be 
coniurd by vs) if wee willnot proteſle 
that wee can fling forth Spirits as they 
were but Pigmies, why al our teſtimo- 
nies trom the Prophets & Apoſtles,our 
obleruations andrelations ofthe text, 
lingle and compared ; theciting ofthe 
Fathers, the alleadging of the Coun- 
celles, and what you will beſide, allis 
but frinolous,our Religion is but bare, 
and our proofes too {lender : allour 
groundes arcſtale,ifnewewonders do 
not grace vs. T hus our age is like * E- 
71phila,that will not lend her cyes tO a- 


ny ;. 


i In acmt- 
liz come - 

dia Tralica. 
act.3.ſcenu 


I Terenti- 


us im pro- 
lev tie- 
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ny ſpectacle , except it be ſomenew- 
pende Cor-edy: or rather hkethe toy- 
1::Romanes, whoinenot the neweſt 
northe kne{t<cene could holde, * for 
rennmg aticr the tellow on the ropes: 
thetremeſt ſnevy vwith ther moſt haue 
the moſt {pectators, and the neweſt 
proofes with vs mult necdes haue ll 
thc auditours. It ſome vnlcarned auda- 
cious idtot will but pretendthathe can 
doe maruailes, why that 1s the man.ye 
muſt heare none bt him, Bur whilll 
you arethus aftecicd. I may lay of you 
25 2r.0ther iayd of thelevwes, Þ Curicſ- 
<9 87 al 18 ples quam Crartras , regue 


» V8 AMOT Clictt [2 1c21rarie, 25 they 


C 


cameto Chriſt, ſv you come to the 
Church, rot of purecheritie . but for 
cuoriointie; not to gaine hisloue , butto 
gapeat wonuers,as boyes reſort to rhe 
Marchants open ſtall, not to lee his 
wares, bittovicwehis N'onkey, to 
{:are but notto buye. For itamelcauc 
oft tach childiſh rrifling faſhions; ex- 
pect nor thar which God hath neuer 
promi- 


forthis curious queſtion. 

promiſed,his word he hath gen, but 
nocallarcd you wonders. I would yee 
would 1:miate Elranus the lophiſter, 
which becauſe he neuer traualled be- 
yonde the coaſt of /zaly, neuer went a+ 
boordeto fayle,nor neuer ſaw the ſea; 
was in the higher eſtimation amongſt 
the people: would God ye would keep 
you within the bounders ofthe Scrip- 
rure,and ler the holy men inſpired giue 
your ſoules contentment : God would 
be pleaſed,and the Saints triumph in it: 
for heauen andearth cryeth out of this 
your fancie, ,2uid hec ad vos? what 
lvoke yee nowe for wonders? the 
Scriptures are able to make good ler- 
uants perfect, 

Thus farre (men, brethren, and Fa- 
thers)I haue prziumed ro make this 
repreheniion ſomewhat acquainted 
with you, finding you in condition nor 
much vnlike Saim Perer , wherein (tor 
tat winch is paſt) I beſeech you haue 
patience withmee, nor for the matter 
whichThaue ſpoken from my conlcl- 

ENCGy 


[|| er.Tims. 
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ence,but for my tediouſneſſe,whichis 
much beyonde my cuflome : and for 
that which remaineth to make vp my 
concluſion, let mee adde but this one 
word by your Chriftian clemencie, to 
make you abhorre this new-fangled 
Curiolitie : that for theſe new-found 
teachers, thele inſpired dreamers,thele 
wonder-workers, they arc but ſuch as 
Tully ſpake of, touching ſome in his 
time: 9 Swuperitiricſtvares impudenteſque 
arioli: and of what ſtampel pray you? 
a ſort of ſillie, yet ſhameleſle wizzards, 
aur inerres aur inſani ans quibus mperat 
ezeſtas,all ofthem troubled either with 
a head witleſſe,or a zeale opinious,or a 
purſe penileſſe: and therctore 2d ad 
vos? what ſhould you meddle with 
them, theſe arenort maſters for you. 
And asfor thoſe whichneedes will 
be (not their ſchollers but their ſcQa- 
ries,)and learne nothing elſe but news 
andnouelties, ler Saint Paw{that great 
artiſt hew you their iuſt proportions, 
and hee will tell you they x are butig- 
norant 


, for his curious queſtion. 


norant people, yet vildely arrogant, 
and therefore both cerronious in theic 
mdgemeat , and corrupt of conner{a- 
tion: an vgly (hape, vnhit for Chriſtian 
pcople, Wheretore þleiſed and belo- 
ued Citizens, palsing ouer in {tlence 
thele lo important poynts, touching 
the nature of thele Docttours, and 
their deceiued followers : and thus 
abraptly knitting vp this ſecond part 
ot my text: Ihumbly beſeech you 1n 
the bowels of Chriſt Ielus, for the a- 
19) ding of offence to our gracious 
God, andfor theaduauncing of youe 
{oulesto erernall happineſſe, abandon 
and di(clayme this fruitleſſe Curiolt- 
tie, whereof this Citie of late hath 
beene {0 mach detected: as for your 
new-founde teachers, their ſtrange 
aTertions, theic vncouth reuelati- 
ons, their ſuppoſed wonders , 2nd 
.e- a4 vos? Why ſhould theſe things 
ſeduce yoa? it 1s inough for, you, 
{would G O D Imight atraine it)right- 
1; ro know Ieſus Chriſt, and him tor vs 

O 2 cruct- 
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crucified . To that fweete Saujour, 
with his _ father and our ble 
ſed comforter, three perſons and one 
God, becall power and maieftie, 
lorieand dominion aſcrj- 
' bed for cuermore, 
Amen, 


The 


Sermon. 


eq] Hat which bleſſed Yriel 
b@) | in learned Eſaras, repu- 
> [5 >4\ted an infirmitie in his 
* 21 . * © 
$X/,| high aſpiring thoughts, 
>Z>> <> | that eleuarum cor eins vids 
Domini (oprehendere v0- 
luir, * his heart becing (welled aboue '2.£4.4:3 
due compaſſe, meant roreach the ſe- 
crets of Gods high wonders, 15nowe a 
maladie vniuerſall in the world,which 
hath (eazed roo deepely on the ſons of 
Adam, For humana ratio dinina facta 
inueſtizare Fuder,as > one hath wel ob- * Laurenti 
ſerued, the ſore and watriſh eye of v5 villaui- 
mans weake endetontingghangh it cas 5 
be clike old Elies fight,exceeding dim, lohannis. | 
or as the poore mans skill, d which (119-4. 


OQ3 knew 241 | 
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knewe not men from trees, in on 
word © @7T7 T4 T4y vue wy ouptTea wed 
To giy/y@& 44 70 v3 iuiges, as the bats © 
night-birdes aſpects, do ſtand diſpoſed 
rotheſunnes moſt fadiant beames, yer 
will it ſtill bee ſtaring vpward to gaze 
on Cod his eflence, works. or will. 
For the hrſt, as touching theellence 
ofthe erernall Godhead , though that 
betruewhich Saint Pau! hath remem- 


r 


1 tRkom.r. bred vs, that +4 y»lsw 77 des there fare 
©5- but ſome certaine things which may 


be apprehended ofthe deitie, and as 


| ' 81 Ms 6. for himlelfe, s hee inhabiteth inacceſss 


** bilemlucem , an endlefle immorrall in- 
comprehen( ble light, to which no 
creaturethat is corruptible cant attain, 
yet hath it cuermore beene too eut- 
dently apparent, how inquiſttiue mans 
rature hath beene to ſcarch that ſe- 
cret, notonely amoneſtthe Gentiles, 
þut with Gods choſen people. 
-;mongſtthe Pagans, (thoſe firaun- 
gers from the conenant) what one 
- ns did b Hierg that infamous tyrant, 
more 
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more bulilie demand or ſeek toknow 
of Simonides that learned and great 
Philoſopher , then ,2u4 eſſer Deus, of 
what kinde of eſſence that heauen| 

power might bee , which rules this 
worlde and vs poore mortall men: 
though perhaps his care was as ſmall 
ro (erue that God, concerning whome 
he asked the good Philoſopher , as Pi 
lares purpole was to defende that 
truth,' of which he queſtioned his pri- 
loner our Redeemer, Like himl re- 
member a ſtoxie of Caius Corra, inthe 
Romane Orator, to whom when 7Yel- 
tins by the light of nature had graun- 
ted there wasa God which guided all 
this engine, it wasnor ſufficientto reſt 
inthat good anſwere, but needes hee 
muſtlearne of him yer moreinſtruQi- 
ons, kundenam © vbinam, qualeſque cum 


de 


!Tok.18.38 


k Cicere 
na turd 


corpore rum anima eſſenr, from whence 4.9, .ub.r. | 


and where they were: their ſhape and 
true condition, Buttolerpaſſetheſe 
Pagans, wee haue too pregnantexam- 
ples, in Gods owne houſe, amongſthis 

O4  dcack 
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deereſtſeruants. For to beginne with 
latter dayes, and (o go backward :how 


MPN 15..v9y- much was | that good Father of the 


Church Saint _Y«2uſtme, ouertaken 
witha fitte of this Curiolitie ? when in 
his Booke which hee complled of the 
holy Trinitie, hee attempred to com- 
prile all theie deepe darke myfteries, 
ofthree perſons inthe Godhead, yet 
but one pure ellence : of a generation 
inthe ſonne, yet coecternall to his Fa- 
ther: of proceeding inthe ſpirite, yet 
cocqualitie to them buth : oftwo na- 
tures inChriſt Telus, yet:-but one true 
perſon, with other inquilitions of like 
proportions : howe reſtleſle was his 
minde and how-vnquietall his ſtudies, 
1n ſeeking and ſearching foorth the 
Godheads bleſſed maieſtie, to deter- 
mineall theſe queſtions by ſome like 
probabilitie? God wot a taske of diffi- 
culite,itnot impoſsible. 

Andto leade you backward to pre- 
cedent ages the (cripture hath true te- 
ſtimonics of this infirmitie, which may 

| | | (hew 


for his curious queſtton. 
ſhew the contagion of this dilcale, not 
onely in the people, but in the Propher 
allo. For it yee looke into the monu- 
ments of the lonnes of /acob, you may \ 
remember in the publiſhing ot the 
royall Lawe, that when God would 
mecte Hoſes in the mount of $14, hee 


n commaunded the multitude {bould «x,,;, 


not aicend the hill, but that their liſts 
and bounders (hould be {ette them by 
his ſeruant. Nay more then o, as hee 


fayd by his Prophets, not onely » doe *7%-105- 


them no harme, buttouch not my an- 
noynted, {o wondertull preciſe was 
God in this behalfe, that the peox le 
were nor onely interdicted to goe vp, 
© but further they might nor ſo much, 
as touch the mountaine : and (alas) all 
this was but for feare of one thing, leſt 


they ? (Fould gazeor ſtare on him that ; p59 19, 


20% 


(pake with Moſes. SO proanc is mans 
trayleand (infull nature, tobe prying 
into Gods eternall eſſence, that tore- 
ſtraine their bulie and lawleſſe Curio- 


litie, hewas enforced firſt to __ 
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his prohibition vntolfrael, & (if words 
might not preuaile) to keepthem forth 
with liſts: and if not theſe neither could 


. be(ufticient, 4to territe them with 
' teareand awe of death, that euerie of- 


tender in breaking of the boundes, 
ſhould either bee ſloned or ſtriken 
through with darts. Gods facred wile- 
dome torelaw that appetite of looking 
into hidden things, and things forbid- 
den, yea cuen in Iſrael, thatKingly 
prieſthood, that choſen generation, 
the (cepter of his inheritance. Andno 
maruell if the multitude were guiltic 
of this crime, it the common people 
offededin this trelpaſle, for Moſes him- 
ſelte was not cleere from this infir- 
mitie. For whereas in ſpecrall there 
are two choyce ble{sings which Cod 
imparteth to wretched (infull man, to 
witte, * 2raria © ovloria, thegraces of 
his{pirite, and the glorie of his king- 
dome : the firſt God had bountifully 
beſtowed vppon his faithfull ſeruant, 
tor he himlelfe could ſay, inveni 1 equi- 


' for his curious queſtion. 


dem gratiam, Lord Thane found fauour 
and acceptance in thy ſight : and this 
(one would thinke) might well hauc 
fatisfied him, for God layth where hee 
viuerh it, © ſufficir meagratia, my grace 
is (uF1cient tor them which may re- 
ceineit, Bur werethe blelsings ofthis 
ſpiritneuer ſo excellent, neuer ſo ma- 
rio!d,yetall would not content Moſes, 
orgiue him ſaticfaction,till hee had ex- 
ceedingly importuned God with his 
lecond earnelt boone, u often:le mitt 
etiam C* ploriamituem: once,yea, twile 
Lord I humbly doe beleech thee, as 
thou haſt given mee thy grace, ſolette 
meſeethy glorie, asl hanetaſted thy 
(weerenelle, let mee behold thy great- 
neſle as thou haſt viſited me with mer- 
ci, ſoſhew menow thy mateſtic. 0- 
ſtende mihi cloriamruam,, O Lordpgiue 
mea'ightof thy glorious eſſence, let 
me behold the Godheads ſubſtance, 
ſuffer me to ſee thee in thy bleſſed na- 
ture. I have felt thy grace Lord,butlet 
mee find thy glory. Thus lewes, thus 
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tilez, thus the people, yea, thus Moſes 
haue beene too audacious in inqui- 
ring tothe Godhead. But what though 
Hieroand Caius Corra, though beloued 
liraelandtheir great law-giuer, were 
deprehended in this fault of too much 
Curioitie , yet this concernes not Pe- 
:er,furely he would not (earch intothe 
bleited Deitic. 

Indeede for the eſſence ofour pl0- 
rious God, wee cannot challenge him 
ro have beene looking into that: for as 
he had learned fromtheſonne of {= 
mos, that * women det admirabile et non 
explicabile, the fearefullname of great 
Jebonah, isfar more admirable then ex- 
plicable,more titte for men to wonder 
at,then ealic tro expound: ſo knew hee 
likewiſe from theroyall Prophet , that 
Gods high throne y isabouethe Che- 
rubiaes, ſ#pra omnem ſcientie plenitud!- 
1:M, aboue the reachofthe greateſt 


ſtudents learning: for * Deo quarnus nt- 


il nobus ſit preſentits, codem ramen nibil 
*nromprehenſivilius N though nothing in 
the 


for his curious queſtion. 
the world bee neercr vs then Gods 
goodnelle, 2 by which weeliue, wee 
moue, and haucour being:yetnothing 
is further from our knowledge then 
his ſubſtance, for what man hath (cene 
God, and yet hath liued after it? The 
impolsibilitie of atrayning to that (c- 
cret wiledome, Perer had queſtionleſle 
oblerued by theſe ſoure branches, 
which commonly are diſtinguiſhed in 
his vamcaſurable greatneſſe: ro wirte, 
I that if God for his eſſence bealroge- 


ther infinite (for Þ the Lord is great, * r(a.r45. 


yeathere isno end of his greatneſle) it 
for* place he cannot be incircled, (for 


c heauen and the heauen of heauens is * P<ur-10. 


notable to containe him) : and iffor 


3 ſtint of time his becing bee zternall | 
, ; p 
(for he 1s 4 ab ererno in arernum, before 


the mountaines were made, God 
from euerlaſting, and world withour 
end, God ſtil for euer and for cuer):he 
muſt needes, for 4 our ynderftanding 
be beyond our apprehenſion. So that 
Gor this poynt Saint Perer might _ 
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doe as afterwards Saint Pau/did in the 
like meditation, not hope to compalle 
thetull knowledge of the God- head, 
bur rather wonder at it, and inadmira- 
: —_— tion fay © 0 a!rirudo arutriarum, Ec. O 
* the bottomleſle depth of Gods wile- 
dome and knowledge, how vnlearch- 
able are his 11d2ements, and his wayes 
palt tinding out. Indeede paſt hinding 
txfa 139.9 Out, f though his right hand findevs 
* Berar- foorth eueric where: for 5 ſi Des 
_. ratonalibus eft creaturs vi tame ab it ſts 
b ela.14.3 .20P captarur,though Cod Þ look down 
from heauen and view al the {onnes of 
men, yet mans vnderſtanding is mal- 
i2.Cor,z. ked with a vayle, and * he cannot ſee 
$124.;;) God: for all the world like 19/eph in 
::. Pharaves Court , whoperteQly knewe 
his brethren which came to buy ſome 
1,24. COrNe, | but wasnot knowne of them, 
they had forgotten their brother. 
Thele things well learned by Peer 
a great Apoſtle , might well reſtrayne 
his thoughts from ſtudying , and his 
tongue trom asking concerning the 
ellence 


for bis curious queſtion. 

eſſence ofthe bleſſed Deiry.Bur for the 
other two parcelles in the glorious 
God-head,namely his wodrous works 
and his hiddenſecret will, I teare mee 
it welittthis queſtion of Saint 794», hee 
willbeeſo farre {potted with curious 
ſearching them, as that Chriſt muſt 
needes ſpunge him with thereprocte 
of my text, ſaying, 214 ad retheſeare 
not tor thy learning. 

In my former Sermons{right Hono- 
rable, right Worſhiptull, and wel-be- 
loued Chriſtians) Ihaue ſpoken ot the 
two firſt parts in my texts diuilion :to 
witte, inthefirſt place ofthe agent in 
this Scripture, the viſitor which looks 
into Saint Pereys treſpaſſe : of whome 
(being Chriſt Ieſus our Lord and Saui- 
our,)l haue ſpoken in the two firſt Ser- 
mons, inthis andanother preſence. In 
thenext place I haue intreared of the 
vilitours aQion, his calling Perer tothe 
Court, or the reproofe of his Curioli- 
tie:and this through the aſciſtance of 
Gods holy ſpirit, and your accuſtomed 


patience, 
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patience, I haue finiſhed intwo other 
dermons in this Chriſtian auditorie: | 
proceede now tothe third part of this 
littlerext, ſubi:cumin quo, the (ubiect 
matter in which Saint Perer linned, or 
rather (it you wil)the articles obiected 
in his Maſters vilitation , tor which by 
him he is (0 ſeuerelyraxed. Andthele 
(aslhope your clemencie welremem- 
breth) were three in number : the firſt 
his Curioſitie,in reſpect of God, whillt 
he would thruſt himſ(elte intothe (ear- 
ching of his ſecret myſteries , yet pal- 
{ing ouer ſuch knowledge as God hath 
well permitted: the ſecond, his bulic 
medling , ro knowe the affayres of 0- 
rhers, yer neglecting the duties 
which were inioyned himlelfe : the 
third and laſt, his too carefull labou- 
ring li marteers offmall weight , omit- 
ting in the meane ſeaſon more great 
Important workes. Three ſhrewd of- 
tences, theleaſt ofthem worthie of an 
carneſt reprehenſion, from the great 
Arch-biſhoppe, the ſhepheard of his 

ſoule, 


for his cuvions queſtion. 
foule , asin each ofthem by order, 1 
will breetely thew you, how they mult 
needes extort from Chriſt this (hott 
taxation of 2urdadret Perer thele Ict- 
lons arenot for thy ſtudie, 

The firſt Article of our Samoursfe> 
proofe amongſtthele rhree, is that part 
of Curiolitie which commonly is intt- 
tuled zwon:dd.e his bootleſſe waſttull 
labour, m ranlacking the ſecrets of 
Gods hidden clofer, in prying roo nar- 
rowly into his priuie chamber, in fear- 
ching too bulily into fuch darke my- 
fleries, as Was his pleaſurero conceale 
trom (intull man, {n this part common- 
lychefonnes of Adam dot greeuouſly 
oftend by three (indry wayes: eyther 
by longing to finde forth Gods bleſſed 
ellence, the ſubſtance of his nature: or 
cls by intruding the(clues into his glo- 
rious but yet moſt wondrous works, 
or laſtly by ſearching into his hidden 
abſtrulſewilt , which it tands nor with 
his liking ro reueale ro mortall men, 
From the firſt of which ecimes , Saint 
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Perer muſt needs ſtand cleere and well 
acquitted, no exception lyerh againſt 
him for inquiring of Gods eſſence; but 
tor theother branches, the diſculsing 
of Gods workes, andthe lifting of his 
will, may it pleaſe you but littleto ob- 
ſeruewith methe drift of Peters que- 
tion, which drew this anſwere from 
his Lord and Maſter , and you ſhall (ce 
how culpable hee is of both theſetrel- 
pow : {o thatin this firſt Article for 
oth theſe foule defaults, our Saviour 
muſtneeds keepehis correQions with 
him,laying, 2d ad re? neither of theſe 
faultsare beſeeming my Apoſtle. 

For the former, which 1s the dilcut- 
ſing of Gods wondrous workes, Ire- 
member there haue beene ſuch in the 
dayes of old, as haue in this ſort beene 
marvailous inquilttiue , both concer- 
ning this worlds creation, and poorc 
ſinfull mans moſt happie reftitution, 
For touching the firſt of theſe, itis2 
common ſtorie which is reported by 


= Sozomen and Socrates in their —_ 


for his earious queſtion. 

ota certaine fellow which on a time 
came toan old Religions Father, to 
vaske him this one queſtion, Sir you 
know that the frame ot this faire world 
hatch not as yet continued full lixe 
thoaland yeeres, betore whole creati- 
on(no man will gaine-ſay it) there pal- 
{ed many hundreds thouſands miltion 
of yeeres, tor there was an cternitie 
whichnener had beginning :now then 
it chis workman.i:ip ofrheheauens,the 
earth, and the (ea, was perfectly con- 
trined inthe ſtinr of hxe tort dayes , I 
beleech you relolue me by your deep 
learned ſtudyed 5kill, what worke God 
had in hand before he rooke this taske, 
and how he was employed ere heauen 
and earth were made.a bold prelump- 
tious man,that durſt call God to recko- 
ning how hee had beſtowed his long 
fore-paſled time. 

And as this was for the building of 
theſe remooueable tents, fo did ano+ 
ther in the poynt of mansredemprion, 


the meanes to rayſe him to eternal 
yr | Þ 2 manſje 
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| manſions.For wheras we hold it a 
 *Dza.12.7 of our Creede, ro belecue that n Anrs- 
if quis dierum, the ancient of dayes, is he 
' *EGy 11.1 that was allo Flos de Jeſsa , the beautc- 
ous bloſſome which ſprung trom e/- 
ſaez roote, by that maine water-bowe 
| the bleſſed virgins wombe:there haue 
not wanted a number in the world, 
| which leaning ſtillon reaſon, and nor 
riling vnto fayth, hauc beeneſo iniuri- 
ous tothe omniporencie of our God, 
asro demand this queſtion, 2i fiers 
poruis vt ſpirits ſantti virture, fattavn- 
? albertus ryan fivit Jeſu Chriſti conceptio, how Ie- 
Fc USChriſtſubſtantiall very mi, ſhould 
vat Domi- be conceived by the ſhadowing of 
_ Gods Spirit:God help,moſt impious & 
irreligious ſoules, whichwhen GOD 
was able to make the poore ecarthes 
ſ 4Gen.1 moyſture, 1 (apparent inthe third day 
{ Geo,t.1z ofthe worlds creation) tor bring forth 
4 herbes and trees of her owne accord, 
without the warme ſunnes breeding 
iGe.1.14 comfort, which(God wot)! a day after 
was firſt brought into his Chamber, 


R came 


for his curious queTtion. 
came not into the skie till the fourth 
day of creation,and when his ſouerain 
power was able tocommaunde, that * . 111, 1. 
Aaronsrod,aſtickpilled,drie & care, 8, 
ſheuld bring forth buds, bloſſoms,and 
Almondes ripe, yet will not receiue 
good Gabrielsrrue aſſertion, which he 
auouched in this ſelfe-ſame inſtance, | 
that « with the king ofheauen nothing *Luk.t.z7 
can bee impolsible. But thus you ſee 
for boththe well knowne worlds, the 
creation of the greater, and the recrea- 
tion ofthe leſſer, how linfull, wretched, 
and miſcrable man, audaciouſly hath 
examinedthe works of god the Lord, 
And as this was trew for thinges 
which had beene paſt, concerning the 
framing ofthe world, and Chriſts true 
incarnation: (o it isas ealily ro be con- 
uinced in ſerer for things to come, as 
touching 79hns death and diſsolution , 
For when our Saniour had tolde Saint 
Peter, that as his (eruitour he muſt du- 
ly follow him, not onely in his ſteps on 
earth, bin by his croſſe to heauen, the 
P;3 Apolille 


uic.in fe- 
ſto S lo- 
hannis, 


z Lauren- 
tius villa- 
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Apoſtle beeing reſolued of his owne 
death and farewell, when hee ſawe St, 
John would needs enquier ofthis end, 
ſoliciting his Maſter, with ,2#1d autem 
hic ? Good Lord I knowe by thy rue 
prophecie , by what kind of death my 
{elfz muſt honour thee : mine armes 
muſt be pinjoned, my handes bee nay- 
led, and my bodiecructhed; this tar 
am [ſatisfied , | build on thy predicti- 
ons: yet cannot conteyne,but I muſt 
aske thee furder :tell mee (weerelefus 
what ſhall become of /0{n , what (hall 
bee the ende of thy beloued Diſciple? 
Numquid vt Eno h et Eltamreſeruabis, * 
as one reportes his queſtion. Good 
Maiſter reſolue mee whar is thy pur- 
poſe, I muſte dye for thee, but whar 
muſt 79h do? I muſt be crucified, how 
ſhall he be disfolued ? whar (hall hee 
dye, or elſe never taſt of death * ifhe 
muſt not dye, but thou wilt ſaue him 
from the diuorce of his two natures, 
that his ſoule and bodie at noe time 
ſhallbce (cucred, what wilt thou _ 


for his curious queTtion, 

doe? wilte thou tranſlate him from 
carth ina moment, as thou diddeſt y 'Heb.rr.g. 
Enoch by thy ſelfe, * and Elias by thy *'**5* 
Angels? or reſerue him till the laſte 
daie, rothyſecond comming, thatain ,, 
the rwinkling of an eye his bodie may * 1. 
be changed? Or it not(o, burneedes 
heemult traſt of death : informe mee [ 
prac thee what kinde of death it (hall 
be. What,ſhallhe diea naturall death 
in hs bed, and bee gatheredto his Fa- 
thers in peace Þ like Abraham? or ſhall * G<-15-15- 
the Tyrantes Sword vntimely haſten 
hi:death? ſhall he for thy name looſe 
hiclife, cas hath 70h» bapriſt loſtchis * Mare, 
had? O euerlaſtinge Sonne of the e- 
ucliuing Father, an{weare mee tothis 
queſtion, infruQ melo farrethatI may 
krow ,2uid hic,how thou haſt decreed 
in future time, to diſpoſe of this man 
my fellow Jobs . 

Thus as the firſt man whichl ſpake 
of in theſe works of God, wouldneds 
hnde foorth 2uid fhterir Deas the ſum 


ofthis great works, and thenext wou'd 
P 4 ſearch 
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ſearch; 29; fuerir,the forme of his pro. 
ceedings: ſo will Saint Pezer inthe fto- 
rie of my Text, bulie his pooreſoule 
that he may know before, £ aid faces 
Deus, his workes that are to come,the 
(ecretordinances whichno whereare 
decreed. but atthe colicel table which 
is in heauen . Wherefore it hee will 
needes bee boltinge out Gods hidien 
miſteries, and pryeinto his tuturede- 
termined acc1dents, it 15 tit hee (hauid 
bee ſtfred for his valawtul curioiitie& 
for his 2:4 h:c of S, lohn, heare 2ud 
ad re?ftrom his Maſter . Perer my (ect 
ordinance.is not for thee toaske of, 
And veriiy theground work whrh 
our Sauiour wel might vie,and whrh 
Peter in his owne knowledge coud 
hot but yeeltd vnto, amongeſt great w- 
rictie of others moe, might worthiy 
be (etled on theſe foundations for the 
checking of Saint Perey in this roo bold 
queſtion:that ifthjs preſumtious Curi- 
olitic of the Apoſtles, in ſtudying to 
find forth Chriſts future purpoſes, did 
- jabour 


for his curious queiios. 
labour for the attayning of that kind of 
knowledge, which was * in nature im- 


Sible, 1n* reaſon abſurd, and 3for 


imſelf vnneceſlary,it might well and 
with our Sauiors wiledom to beſtow, 
and with his patience to beare the 
tharpe reproote of this (horte Text, 
where Chriſt calles him backe with 
uid ad re? Peter loate not too hie, bee 
not t00 Inquilitine of my fathers coun- 
ſelles, Gods woorkes of woonder are 
not tor thee to (earch, 

For the firſt the impolsibility of this 
ſtudie in nature, it was perhaps with. 
Peter, inthis demaunde tohis Maſter, 
as it was with Eſtras in his queſti- 
oito the Angell Yriei/, thar euerye 
<chowre his reynes did pain him,whilſt 
he laboured to comprehend the waies 
ofthe higheſt, and wiſhed his mothers 
wombe had beene his ſepulchre, be- 
cauſe hee could notſounde the depth 
of Gods darke iudgements,Bur; alas) if 
Petey were licke of his infirmitie, hee 
ſhould haue remembred what iult 7b 


Once 


* Eſ.x. 34 
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}' *1ob.z.9. Oncetold him, that < as the operations 
wf of Gods handes are infinite for theyr 
if number,ſoare they maruclousand vn- 
ſcarcheable for their ſtrangeneſle: and 
| that of 7eſus the ſonne of S7rache , that 
+: *Ecdef.s. fas they are perte,admitting neyther 
F 5 (ubtraCtion nor addition, fo are they 
fi admyrable, their ground cannot bee 
N tound: for hee which in that one in- 
| $19b375 ſtances ofthe dreadfullthunder, doth 
| maruailous things which man cannot 
| 4r6,77.19 ane, hathallo b in other things his 
} ** © Pathesinthevaſtmaineſea, ſo that his 
: foote-fteps cannot be known : bur the 
” 12 Efdr, 4, More i menmeddle, themore till (hall 
:6, they maruaile, ſo aswhenthey hauc 
"Eedcſ'15. Jonetheir beſt, they k muſt beginne a- 

F, , 
gaine,and whenthey thinke theyr tra- 
uvaileat an end', then muſt they afreſh 
returne vntotheyr worke. And. alas) 
howe ſhould this poſcibly bee other- 
wiſe, if we caſt but downe our eyes to 
| 4Wifd.s. things inferiour : for | hardly can wee 
| 15 diſcernthe things which are on carth, 
and with great difficultic do we com- 
_ preheng 


for his curious queition. 

prehend that which more neerelyis 
before vs, = as the rearmes and chan- ® Wiſd.,, 
pes of times, of ſeaſons, thecourſe of 9%: 
yeeres,and (cituation ofthe ſtarres,the 
nature of luing things, and furiouſnes 
ofthe beaits, the power of winds, di- 
uerlitie of plants, and vertue uf ſtrange 
rootes, ® hovw can wee then lecke out ayiny. 
thethings whichare in heaven, or lift 6.7 
the councels of the zternall God? It 
then (good Perer)the glorious woorks 
of Gol bee altogether valearcheable, 
andthereforeadmurable, it his wayes 
dee in the depth, and his paths beeroo 
too darke,this knowledge muſt needes 
be aboue thy poore horizon, to hinde 
forth with 2uiahic what Chrittdecre- 
ed ot /ohn, to (canne Gods tndgements 
to bee wrought in future time. 

Elſeler the Angell inſtruQt thee with 
that excellent Parable, which once he 
told of the forreſt and the ſea. On a * Fir 4. 
time(fayth hee)in an open plaine, the 32" 
trees of the Forreſt helde a generall al- 


ſcmblie, in which warre was _ 
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Chriſts checke to $, Petey 
dedagainſtthe ocean,that they would 
remooue the boyſterous waucs of the 
ſea (andtoinlargetheir owne poſle(si- 
ons) would plant themſelues in theyr 
new-dryed channels : the waues on 
the other ſide helde a famous Parlia- 
ment, threatning they would ſwell vp 
tothe height of the torreſt, and bea- 
ring downe beforethem her Okes and 
Czdars, would conquere for them- 
(elues another Kingdome : but both 
their delignements were eftſoone fru- 
ſtrated, forthe enkindled fire conſu- 
med the Forreſttrees,and the {ea ſhore 
ſand kept in the Oceans waues. Now 
if holy /7:el! ſhould make thee vmpier 
(as once hee did a learned woorthic 
ſcribe) berwixt theſe two aſſaylants, 
and their plart-formes layde, which 
partiewouldeſt thou inftifie, or who 
ſhouldgettethe day? Perhappes thou 
wok an(were as did that holy man, 


that bothrtheir purpoſes were too too 
vaine: for God ordained the land for 


CO ER: 
| ure» 


for his curious queſtion. 
Surely (bleſſed Perer)ifthou (howldeft 

frame this aunlwere, (as hardly thou 

ſhalt finde what better to replie), the 

Angell would admoniſh thee as hee 

did that famous ſcribe, y that thou haſt ,, :,, 
rightly cenſured theſe , bur canſt not 20.a 
iudge thy (elfe. For as the ground is ap- 
poynted for the ſhading rrees, and the 
(eaallotred for the roaring waues, ſo 

thou q poore mortall man ſhouldeſt ; n.y...,, 
\ fixe thy thoughts on thinges which 29 
God —_—_—_— bur as forthe ſecrers 

ofthe King of heauen,, they are deepe 
myſteries, thou muſtnorſearchthem, 

The Angellit hee had dealt with thee 

bur thus far with this parable , would 

haue ſayd tothee, as inthisplacedoth. g.,,, 
the captaine ofthoſe Penſioners, 2d 
hic ad re? thou mayſtnor ſeeke to know 
what God will doe hereafter. 

He that ſhoulde thinke his skill ſo 
great, as that by the ingenious dexte- 
ritie of his vnderſtanding, hee could 
conceaue the depth of all Gods won- 


ders, I wiſh he would onward be = 
| 0 


 Chriſts checke ro, Perey 
ſo:good, as toanſwereto a feweques 
ſtions of tarre leſle difficultic, and that 
he would but relolue me of thoſe few 
Problems which Eſras once expoun- 
ded. Lethim teach me it he car, how 
many faddoms it is tothe bottome of 
the deepelt gulfe in the (ca, or howe 
many ſprings ofrunning water flowe 
m the vaines of our greate grandmo- 
ther the earth: let him cell me howe 
many {howers of raine are wrapt vp 
mthe clowdes asthinne & aerie (pun- 
ges: or if he be (o cunning, let him 
draw me a true mappe of bleſſed Pa- 
radiſe, her ftreames, her trees, her 
bounders: or if he can attaine to none 
of thefe, neyther the draught of Een, 
nor the carthes (weet glyding (prings, 
tet him neuer hope ro know , nor goc 
about to learne, the gloric that is in 
heaven, nor what Cod hath decrecd. 
It may bee Saint Perer will yeelde in 
generalitie, thar it is not calily ſor cue- 
ric one to ſearch Gods ſacred ordy- 
nance: butfor himſelfe an honourable 
Et: Pecre 


for his caridus queſtion. 
Peerc of Chriſtes priuic counſaile,per- 
aducnture hee may conceiuea berter 
hope,that it may be polsible for him to 
tind them . Indeede ſome aduamage: 
but nor inough tor this. For as it is in 
the pointe of Gods pure eflence, a 
worke beyond the reatch of (hallowe 
nature, fully ro comprehend that ſple- 
dente glorious ſubſtance : fois it ſem- 
blably in his works of wonder,the wi- 
ſeſt man cannot attayne them . For 
the impolsibilitie in Ending Godstruc 
eſſence : it was a worthyand amemo- 
rable anſweare, which Smonides the 
Philoſopher did once rerurne to 1e- 
ro: of whome when hee had demaun- 
ded (as before I haue reported) what 
manner of nature or ſubſtance God 
might be:the wiſe manrequired a day 
of Fudie, that he might deliberate in a 
queſtion offuch moment : whichbee« 
ingegraunted and efrſoones paſt, yer 
could hee not finde foorth that ſecret. 
Wherefore when the tirant inquired 


ofhim , ifby this time he wereablero 
| reſolue 


t Cicero 


dcor.lib.1, 


de natura q 
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reſolue his doubt, he replyed, nor yet: 
bur. craued yer woo dayes reſpite 
Which allo being obtained and (oone 
expired, and hee called on for his an- 
tweare: contclled that nor yet neither 
hee was ablctoarine it, bur ſtill cra- 
ued more time: foure dayes to ftudye 
ent, and from foure to eight, from 
eight to lixreene , ſtill dubling on his 
number . Which when Hiers obſer- 
ued, and that he ſtill protracted, heal- 
ked him the reaſon of io many dilato- 
rycs. © O my Lord(quoth S1monides ) 
Banto dintiks copire, runni mihires vide- 
rus ohſcurior, the morel fearchgthe fur- 
derlam tofecke, the morel firiuveto 
find, the more [faint in ſtriuing , the 
longer aremy ſtudies the darket is this 
queſtion, my trauails cannot find what 
Godis in his eſſence, Thus could nor 
the Philoſopher by the faireſt light of 
nature, diſcrythe (ubſtace of the God- 
headand hisgloric 
Nay larre his bþ berters were acechil 
to archicueir, notgood San dups* 
_ ſtine 
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me that graue and holy Father, ashe ; 

= bes mouths p. rm & ſuck- * —— 
lings can ſet foorth his owne honour, * 
did (choole him once by a childs (harp 
reprehenſion , For on a time when 

that great Doctor walking by the Sea, 

was meditating on the miiteries of the 

bleſſed Trinitic, which he meant to di- 

geſtina Booke which beares * that ti- 

tle, he found alittle boy playing iuſt by * avevt. 
the (koare : which hauinge with the & Tay 
{and made him a pretty ponde, was la- © 
ding intothat withalittle ſpoone, the 

(alt Seas brackiih water which flowed 

ard paſt hard by him . Saint Au2«/t:ne 
perceiuing the younglinges ſport and 
paſtime, dreweneere and asked him, 

my pretty Chi!d what doeſtthou ? Fa- 

ther (fayth hee) I meane with this my 
{poone to lade into my pond this grear 

Sea whichyouſee to which when the 

DoQour truely had replyed, my boye 
thou hafte vndertaken a thinge which 

may net be: the Sea is deepe thy pond 
dur ſtraight, thy ſpoone but (mall ro 

(2 yyorke 
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work with: Indeed you ſay true good. 
Father ſaidethe child, yer is not thisa 
harder taske for mee, then that one 
worke which you haue taken in hand : 
for inthat booke whereon you ſtudye 
nov, and which you meanerto write, 
you purpole to cotriue the Gudheads 
nature, and to diſcloſe theſe woonde- 
rous miſteries, which ſecretlyare ſhri- 
ned inthe bleſſed deitie . O Father fa- 
ther, the ſacred Trinitie cannot bee 
founded:ris like this Sea youlſee,large, 
deepe, and bottomleſſe: your booke is 
but like my pond too ſtraight to enter- 
raineit,her pages, leaues,and lines can- 
not containe thoſe ſecrets : and ifthey 
could,your brain is but like my ſpoone 
t00 ſhallowe and too weake, to fetch 
from heauen ſuch plentye of that skill. 
SO Neither $monides nor yet Saint Au- 
guitine, nether the deepe philoſopher 
northe holy DoQtor, withall their ſtu- 
dies wereableroattaine, the know- 
ledge of that nature which the God> 
head hath, And verily nomore 7s 
(+ 


for his curious queFion; 

ble was it for our Apoſtle, rodiſcouer 
the hidden and {ecret workes of God . 
y Beitſo, weegraunt him that hee was ,34,4, 16; 
well ſcene in many thinges, whichnor 7 
fleſh and bloud bur his Mafters Father 
reueyledto him trom heauen: yet this 
would not inable him , nor any thinge 
elle authorize him to (carch Gods fu- 
ture workes. Surely heethat was the * Cicera, 
wileſt, (not by pollos Oracle as + 
once was Socrares , but by thereſtimo- | 
ny of God himſelfe , as was King Salo- * '+ 38 #+ 
mog : *the wileſt man that euer was, bMath.12. 
1s, or (hall bee, Chrift Iefus > onely ex- 430 
cepred, God: #xternall wildome)when 
he had furuaicd and viewed the works * Eccleſ' 8, 
of his creatour, « perceiued thatman = 
couldenot (earch out and hnde them : 
no though hee laboured to (eeke and 
ſound them longe, yet couldenot hee 
which was moſt wiſeat any time con- 
ceive them , Wherefore itthe (crip- 
ture by authoritie , the Angell by his 
ome , and Salomon by experience 

auc all aſſured vs ,. thatneuer mortall 


Qu 2 man 
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man could trace God in his foor-ſteps, 
noc by his thoughtes diſcourle his tu- 
ture tndgements : when Chriſt awe 
Saint Pezer (o bulilye inquiringe what 
were his ſecret purpoles inthingesto 
come,and how he had diſpoſed of lob» 
in his eternall counſfailes, it was time 
roſound a retrait and call him from his 
ftudie, with 2uidaare? Perer thou 
firiueſt to learne that which is no way 
pollible. 

And this(beloued & bleſſed Chriſti- 
ans, ) is that firſt inducemente which 
might mooue our 5auiour, to rebuke 
his ſeruant for inqui-ing into his coit- 
cels, bicauſe it was impolsible that he 
ſrould comprehend them: for thisde- 
maund beeingan{weared would haue 
drawne on furder queſtions, and (o his 
inhnire curioſtie coulde never have 
beene ſatisfied. The ſecond and the 
next cauſe , which might enforce this 
reprehenſion, is the ab(urditie of this 
ſinne in the light of reaſor: : that it is 
vnleemelye cuen in mans depraued 

twdgement, 


for his curious queſtion. 
judgemente, that Saint Perer (toulde 
aske of theſe thinges (o farre aboue his 
reach, and yet (God wots) bee grolly 
ignorant, in thinges ' belide, * within,3 
a1d much belowe him, For the firſt, ,,, 4 
it15a worthie taxation of the 4 Angels zo. 11, 


tothe Scribe, which our Sauior might 

tuſtly haue faſtned onthe Apoſtle : So 

if his owne thinges and ſuch as grewe 

vp by him he couldnot comprehend , 

much leſle ſhould he thinke his ſhaizow 

veſſell couldereceine, the wayesand 

countailes of his bleſſed Lord . Now 

touching thoſe thinges which are i»x+ 

ra nos harde by vs, tistrue whichthe 

wiſe man inthe Prouerbs to!d vs,thate « p;overb, 

as the heauens are vamealurably high, 5-3 + 

and the carth exceeding deepe, iv is 

the Kinges heart paſt all mens tindinge 

out.- Andnot the Kinges heart onely 

butſo ofall mens elſe, the Prophet /e- 

remic hath thought longe lince, tha 'lerew. 17. 
annum et cor homims et mſrrutabule , ws 

mans heart 1s ſodeccitctull that none: 


can ſounde the depthe . For cor buma» 
PITT. © 7 OO 


: 12, 


Peg 
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#um (as one ſayth) quamuis exiguunm 
quoidam ſit , eſurienti miluo.quod vis in 
pranaium ſupperat : ror ramen(laberymbi 
inilar ) in volucra et ſmus habet, quodab 
altero nunquam ſcrmari pore#t : though 
mans poore heart beebatalittle ſub- 
ſtance, ſcarce bigge inough to giue the 
purtocke a good dinner,yet likealabe. 
rinth:or bulic maze , it hathſo many 
windings, and corners and turninges 


. Init, that as( Saint Par! ſfaith)s noman 


can'diſcrye the thoughtes of anothers 
ſonte ; ſaue onely the (pirit of that man 
himſelfe. Naye oft times a manper-- 
ceiues not his owne heartes roauinge 
motions: but hee ſhall be enforced to 
pray with Dad, Þ ab occultis mers mune 
4a me Domine, Lorde there areſome: 
things in my loule which my ſelf haue? 
not diſconered, but hoyy lecrerſocuer' 
they be, I beſeech thee pardonthem, 
Now then if Saint Perey could nor find 
his fellowes breftes, like lettico-win-, 
dowes to pecpcintotheir hearres, nay 
w his ownethoughts ſometime fledde 
nm 7 bake 


for his curious queſtion; 

himfelfe: ifatthe inſtant when he aske 
thisqueſtion , hee could nor tell what 
Didirus did thinke , (though : at that ;1,1, 4.x 
time hee dyned and ſtogde cloſe with 
him: )ifthe could notreade arbamaecls 
ſecretminde , - nor tell what /1mes and 
Jolm inheart.deuiſed : if their imagina-' 
tions whickywere but like himſelf; did 
p- the compaſle ofhis greateſt skill,; 

owe farre vntitting and .abſurde was, 
this , that hee which could not appre- 
bend things by him, wold mount-vnto 
thisquteſtion.fo farre aboue him ? that 
hewhich faw not the thoughts ot theſe 
wwo brethren, which were the ſonnes; 
but ofgood old Zebedee:would thinke 
toſcarchthe mynd othim, which was 
the bleſſed ſonne of Gad almightie ? 
O Perer Perer , tf that loweſtraine bee 
ſoaboue thy.reach, the other key muſt 
needes beapote too hye : if thou can 
not ſoundeghis heart (poore man) that, 
firs but hy.chee, how wilethou ſearcts 
his woorkes (good Peer) which hack 
madcthee?: mid hic ad re? Pprer mou 
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mayfſt not doe it. 

As for the {econd concerning things 
within vs,or of our owne baſe nature: 
that which a learned DoQor replyed 
to the impious queſtioniſt, (which de- 
maunded howe it was polsible that 
Chriſt Ieſus the M-ſ$ias,(t.ould rake our 
fleſh by the (hadowing of Gods ſpirit) 
may aptly be applyed tothe Apofile in 
this (cripture. Confandanrer (quoth he) 


if alters 998 ſc perquirunr,quomeds de ſpurirs ſun- 
 yarauiuus fo conceprus fuil leſus 5 hi enim vel Juim 


mVieg'l. 
varwit Do- 


quidem naturg replicare requeunt,Blu(h, 
yea bluſh for ſhame ye irreligious f6d- 
lings, whichneedes will (ifte our Saut- 
ours [weere conception, and yet can- 
nor deſcribe you one meane generati- 
on, that cannot well diſcourſe howe 
fir your ſelues were framed. Indeede 
the workemanſhip of Codin forming 
man, isanexquilite, rare and wonde- 
rous peece of worke, and of it iuſt 7b 
inan excellent, firange , and philoſo- 
phicall diſcourfe, hath given vsarafte 


for his curious queſtion; 
firſt weeare powred into our mothers 
wombeslike milke :chere in (horttime 
rurned intocrudds like cheeſes after- 
wards God reares awcll ſhaped frame 
ot bones, which he ſoone faſtneth with 
ſinnevys as with bands : then (as hee 
thatched it)he couers it with fleſhand 
skinne: andlaſtly as placing his renane 
in this houſe, hee breathes into vs the 
ſpirit of lite and grace; Queilionleſſe 
alinguler and true dilcription, of mor- 
eall mans firſt ſtare and generation; Bue 
though this bea glimmering of Adams 
ſonnes beginninges, yercan no-man 
perteCtly deſcipher the whole proce- 
dings. ' Ifchey couldel might woon- 
der what ſhoulde make the Prophet 


Dawid.confeſſe his ignorance in know- 1, ,,, 
ing his owne nature, Thou + Lord ſ: 


(aythhe) haftlayd thy hand vponme , 
and faſhioned me behind and before : 
bur ſuch deepe knowledge istoo cx- 
cellent for mee, -it is fo woonderfiill! 
cannot attaine vmoit. Job knevy the 
mane, but not Dandall perticutcr 


S> 
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11 NO MAN can _ his wes 
(| agation,the forming ofhis (pi- 
| | Firm fleſh. "Ny leſſe T7 mag 
the vilder parts, the excrementall par- 

cels of mans poore brickle and claicye 
tabernacle, are fullye knowne to man 

"hay which beares them. God indeed n 
* Luc 7* dothmumber the hairs vpon our heds, 
22, ſoas without his protudence not one 

it ofthem can periſh : but(alas)what can 
1 mandoetothele {mall creatures? {urce 
"s ly »not change one haire to white, or 
 ? *Math. 5, blacke. If then man knowe not his 
iT 35. owne firftegeneration, the meanes of 
| forming his cheete ſubſtantia!l partes, 
what (hould heſcarch-into Gods more 
i woonderous woorkes, and ſecke ro 
+ _ . - Tearnewhathewilldochereafter ? A- 
mongeſttheſeI mayfay to Saint Herer,; 

for his queſtion of Chriſtesdecreefor 

Dhm his good Diſciple : as he faid viito: 

them which inquired of Chriſtes con- 

| ception. Erubeſce Perre ©c. fie bluſh 
FL Saint Peter, be aſhamed to be facurt-. 
Cx ous : to looke {o farre in Gods fecrets 
To” | - *  Counccls, 


7 
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for his curious queſſion, 
eouncels, and yet canſt nor diſcourſe 
thine owne birth and natiuitie, Thou 
knoweft nor thy faſhioninge in thy 
wretched mothers wombe , yer wilt 
thou know what God decrces in hea- 
uen: thou canſtnottell how firſt chow 
cameſt to liue, yer wilt rhou learng. 
how 19þn ſhall come todie: thou canſt. 
not anſweare for thy (clte thinges paſt, 
yet wilt thou aske of Chriſtthe things 
tocome. O bleſſed Peter, thou cho- 
(en veſſell, why wilt thouftriue ro find 
Chriſtes future purpoſe, yetcanſtenor 
knowe thinges preſent, whichare in 
thee? leauc great Apoſtle, thou holy 
ſhepherd: Yauidhor adre ? thistrauell 
1! beſterpes thee : ro lookeo farre a- 
boue thee, and ſeefte northinges at 
home . 
- Now forthe third &laft for things 
mfericurto vs, the reproofe which St. 
Au2nſitnedid giueroſomein his dats, 
may wftly,make refletionasfar backe 
as Saint Pere. For when he asked ON 2 
une the ſolution of forme queſtions s 
MY Wann 


 avpuft, 
th & diunar. 
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whoſe anſweares eucn innature were 
nut ſo roo too przgnant, hee gaue this 
aduertiſement for a farewel to his rea- 
ders: P St iſtorum rattonem curioſu ne- 
queant redaere , deſmnant que ſunt celeſtia 


\pemuins perſirurare . | have asked (ayth 


that great DoQtor a ſort of ſundry que- 
ſion, & | would gladly findethe cauſe 
ofthele cficEts in realon. Cur irafriceſ- 
cart pales, ut nivem eriam in eflate ſer- 
wt : adeo auti incaleſcant ut immaruros 
fruttus matures reddant : cur calcem ac» 
cenar aqua, extinguat oleum, cur firus 
eEcipriaca ſircaimumperat , humefatta 
x#arer,why chaffe or branne infummer 
areſocold, asthat ſnow in them may 
be preſerued from melting : and why 
In winter they are found ſo warme as 
that inthem raw fruite may ſoone bee 
ripened : why watcr makes lime kin- 
dle, andoyle (ould pur it out. Theſe 
with ſuchlike I haue propounded, in 
Whichſinceno man can aun{were of 
reſolue mee : Iwould wiſhthatthey 
Which know not Rho ene” 
vw 


for his enrions queſtion. 
would not acke too buiily of things in 
heauen, and (ince they are plungedin 
poynts of leſſer weight, they would 
not venter onthat which is more hard. 
Indeede it isa good diſtinQtion which 
one hath made as touching queſtions, 


q that proviemara ſuns eriplacts _ ic In 


kwAvrs Eavre& wen (Ome pro 


lemes Rho anti 


andqueſtions are caſie for (olution , as 9u--leti> 


why God gaue filhestheir (cales, and 
foules their feathered mantles: ſome 
are of middle fort as whatis the caule 
ofthe raine bow : but ſo neare difi- 
cult impolsibleto bean{wered as why 
the Adamant draweth yroa, andiette 
but ſtrawes vato it. The two firſt knots 
maa happily may looſen, but for the 
lat, there is none that can vnric it: 
mans reaſon cannot aun:/were, nonot 
theſe things in nature, much leſle find 
out the workes of him that guides 1t, 
But if Saint Perer ſhall thinke himſclfe 
morecunning, thenall thar liued be- 
fore or then, or nowe, and after him, 


that though Saint doin _ 
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12.k9.4.3 dayes, let himasan orderly probatio- 
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then find no reſponder, nor that grem 
antiquarie an aunlwcre to his pro- 
blemes, yet had they lined mhis tame, 
he could haue cleered their (cruples: 
well, let it bee (o, andlet himthen re- 
ſolue the doybrs which were in his 


ner betakehimto hits ſeate aud ler Y riel 
the Angell bee the partie to examine 
him: he will aske him if hee know ina 
payre of {cales, howeto weigh him 
a flame of burning fire, or it witaa b11- 
ſhell, and with trickle even, heecan 
mea(lure him out a blaſt of whiſtling 
winde,or if by his art andalhis expert 
$kill he can recal the dayes and yeeres 
are paſt, N!wler hmm an(were,and tell 
itthis may be,ithe can inſtru vs how 
thele things ſhall bee done : or ifhee 
cannot, but that ſuch ſimple crearuces 
as 1erte, as lime, as ſtraw, can poſe him 
in their natures,alas, why (ould Saint 
Peter then gaze on his creator ? why 
will hee (carch the ſecrets of Gods 
thoughts, and cannot ſhew the work» 


for his curious queſtion, 

' man-ſhip of his hands ? why wilthes 
aske what Chriſt will do hereafter, yer 
canot find what he hath done betore? 
why (ſhould he inquire his purpoſe of 
$.lohn, & yet be ignorant poore man, 

of many inferiour things? Nay this 1s 

wrong Peter, 2uid hoc adte? this isnot 

fit:if many things hard by thee, within 

hn,pen hefieg thee,be yet aboue thy 

learning, this queſtion isnor for thee: 

as before thou waſt told, this was im- 
wages in nature, ſonowe thou {eeſt 

ow abſurd it is in reaſon. 

And thus much(beloued in ourSauli- 
our leſus Chriſt)ſhal ſerue to haue ſpo- 
ken of our Redeemers ſecond mornue, 
which might lead him to this reproofe 
of S. Peter in my Text: to wit, becauſe 
itis abſurd inreaſon, thatthe Apoſtle 
ſhould inquire into his Maſters future 
councels, yet being ignorant in things 
oflelſer weight. Now by your pariEce, 
in one word lad thethird & laſt cauſe, 
which is, that it was notnecdful in re- 
(petof himſelf, &therforcasalabor of 

Eo ſupectiu- 


Chriſls checkeroS. Pere 
Auitic, tobe pruned and lopr off 
ran Sauiour with this ar Ia 
which laſtargument left our great A» 
(t ould be miſled with opinion, 
that it ncedes no ſuch imputation ler 
Li a but lend his care among the wie, 
| to their aſſertions , prohibitions, ard 
| reprehen{ions,and hee (tall inde that 
L”, holy and prudent men, have firſtby 
1 theyr auouchers continually maintai- 
f ned, that the inquiring of Gods works 
; Which are yet to come, isnowayes | 
neceſſarie for mortall man: inthe next 


place from hence he (Ha!l reade what 
. 

| eaueats haue beene giuen foorth by 
them to preuent this Curioitie : an 


laſtly, what bitter and (Farpe {evere 
taxations haue beene vrtered . whea 
they find men with this fault to infece 
red. 

For the firſt, whichis thenaked af- 
firmarion it is not likely but aint Per er 
had hezrd that ſaving of thac holy and 
wiſe man /e/us the ſonne of S1rarFe, 
who hath determinedit as a ſure vn» 

| doubted 


for his curioas queition, 
doubred truth, ! rhat neceſSarium nox 


e/t nobis ea que ſunrabſcondira videre 0- i 


culs[t isnot neceſſarythat man (ould 
Nirive ro ſee the workes of God, which 
hee would ſtill keepefecret. Indeed 
not neceflarie, if wee marke the full 
tuficiencie of chele rwo books which 
God hath giuen vs to ſtudye in, the 
firſt che goodly book ot nature,bound 
vp in three large volumes, the hea- 
uens, the earth, the ſea: the other, the 
golden Booke of grace, contayned in 
thole eworongs, the olde and newer 
Teſtament : eyther of them able ſo 
wholy to poſſefſe vs,as no rime lhould 
belefi for thele ſuperfluous queſtions, 
For of the booke of nature, though it 
benue in Peter, Which wmftly was ob- 
ſerued by « one of late in others, that 
vr cupid:rars ſus morem ver am Murex- 
ra mundum eore ttaffecf anc, many men ; 


i. F{d.3, 


t Calnicus 
oſtit.lb,ts 


ro ſatisfle thevnlatiabledelire, which cv-1 4. 
their itching ſoules hane for endleſle " 
Skill and knowledge, will withtheic 
queſtions flye vpbeyond the moone: 
CP wn EEE ... 
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yet isit tono end God knowes,a need- 
leſſe bootiefſc labour : quaſi in ram am- 
placeliertrerre circumferentta, non ſa- 
115 multa occurrant nobis, que incſt imabis 
li fulgore ſuo, ſenſus omnes noſtros abſor- 
beant: as «though the heauens did not 
declarethe gloric of God, andthe fir- 
mament it ew foorth his mightic han- 
dywork : as though thoſe (ning pla- 
netsrhe glorious Sun and Moone, ke- 
inge * theyr d'1e courſes of inter- 
changeable watch & ward: as though 
thoſe fixed ftarres'Y AriFurus and 0- 
ri0n, holdinge their woonted ſtations : 
and as thoughthe yeare * continuing 
her old ſucceeding (ſeaſons , mightnor 
preſent to mans weak vnderftanding, 
great choye of worthy obieAs, which 
might detaine him ſtill and well em- 
ployed, from {earching after Gods (e- 
cret woorkes of woonder . Perer this 
one book might haue ſer thy thoughts 
a worke from lifining after Chriſts fu- 
tureand hid deſjgnements. So might 
that other booke he bleſſed Bookeof 
| _ Oo 


for bis curions queſtion. 


grace, haue ſet hismind roraske,, that 
For que- 
{tionleſſe hee had hearde his Mailters . 1,4, ; .g 
earneſt charge, 2 of ſcruramint ſcripru- | 


he needenot aske of 19/3. . 


74s, ſearch and looke through the Bi- 
ble: lette that bee as it was ®ro Daxnrd,, 


your nightes aud dayes whole ſtudie : 
as it Was tO Yarte © your YVricum neceſ- * Luk 


{arinm, that one thinge whichis.need- 
tall : hee knewe no doubras much as 
James his fellowe, that lex Chy1ſtt is ſux 
Christians. *ſbeculum humans anime Cc 
the royall lawe is man ſoules looking 
glaſle: and a5 mich as /rremie had told 


him longebetore, thut< ;Starrr.s Domini * 1cr. 6.16: 


be v/472214,the {tarutes of the Lordare 
the Kinges road way to heauen: And 
lurely ifthe holy Apoſile were enligh- 
ened with thus much knowledge, it 
wasnot for him to leaue ({carching of 
theScriptures; and falltolift Chriſt 
priuie councelles: why ſhould hee 0- 
mit that one thing which was neceſca- 
ric, and waſt histime in queſtions not 
permitted? yhat ſhould mooue him 
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to turne fromthe law , the myrror of 
his ſoule, and inthe eye of Curioſitie, 
ſo vainely looke for babyes? why 
ſhould hee leaue Gods writ and bea- 
ten way to ioy, & ſtray in ſuch w_ 
w 


by-paths as will infnare his feere, why 
bletled Perer, f numquidin rot annorum 
mullibus ſaris multa documenta Dens no- 
Fer non eaidir, quorum aſsidues meditati- 
oni mens tuaincumberes ? mthele many 
hundreds thouſandes yeeres which 
paſt beforethy time, did not our mer- 
citull God record ſufficient learning, 
in whichthy longing ſoule might ſtu- 
dyc ather pleaſure? but yetthou muſt 
beasking what he will do heereafter ? 
What, haue nor all Chriſts Sermons 
inſtructed theeinough, but thou muſt 
alſo know his purpole of Saint 19hn? O 
bleſſed Sainr, thou holy man of God, if 
the worlds beauteous frame, and the 
Scriptures ſacred text,had beene faire 
Libraties fcr thee to reſt in for euer, 
andyet thou wilt run forth ro ſearch 
Chriſts priuic cloſer, all wiſe men By 


for his curious queen. 

(ay this was not needefull for thee: 
Luid hoc ad re? Why askeſt thou of 
Gods ſecrets? 

And verily, as they auouch this 
truthin generalitie, ſo haue they al- 
wayes beforc-hande giuen out theyr 
prohibicions, to warne men from 
theleneedleſſe and lawieſle inquiliti- 
ons. For itisan excellent rule for vs, 
which the great Philoſopher giues 
foorth forthe intentionand remilsion ; 
ot our ſtudyes, that we ſhould $ z{la * Seneea 
querere que inuenire poſſumus, and illa * —_—_ 
diſcere que volumns ſcerre , men ſhould 
ſecke that,whichthere is hopeto find, 
bur neuer ftriueto learnethat which 
they cannot know : indeede it is bur 
vainetoleape vp to the moone, or 
{well aboueour compaſlle, for feare in | 
time roburſt, Like his ourlate diuine , _,, * 


hath ſuch another caution, that Þ Zz- ;uguub.z * 
benter ab eius ſcientis inquiſuiane abſtt- capt. | 
nendum e(t cums et cum ſtulta,tum peri- | 
culoſa eft & exitialis affefFatio. Wile | 
men ſhould curb their thoughts from = 

R3 Aludying, 
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ftudying,and ſcale their mourhes from 
asking of darke and needleſle queſlti- 

ons, tor this fond learning is perillous, 

vaine, and fatall. Andas theſe might 

well bee directions for our learning, 

{c Perer had in his time the like and 
ſounder councelles. The wiſe man in 

his booke hath giuen him ſuch war- 

FEcd. 3.23 ning,that ! in many of Gods woorkes 
he ſhould not be roo curions :and hee 

that had beene an vniuerſall fludent, 

> eed.t.yi;, 27d © had runne through all thinges 
| which are vnder the ſunne (itthat of 
Jeſus might not bee thought inough) 

lyrou, 23. layd, l ne ericas oculos rus ad opes qutas 
5. habere non pores , never looke after 
withthine eyes, nor couer with thy 

heart, that which thou canſtnot com- 

alle. 

So both ofthem had warned him, 
| as one did vs fro Moſes , that he ſhould 
mp nchins © bums & ſobrinseſſe in rebus iitis, & 
de operib. ad radzcem montis tare, ut inſtir Moſes, 
rk perte- that Pezer ſhould teach his ſoule to 

* * "rakealower flight,that hee ſhould reft 
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for his curious queion, 
at the hilles bottome, and litte at Teſus 
feete , butnot clyme vpto the toppe, 
and (earch his ſecret workes, Nhil 
hoc ad re? Peterthis is not needfull. - 

But now they cric too late, Percy 
hath doone the deede, rhe word hath 
paſt his lippes, hee hath inquired of 
Jobn,and tought troknow C hriſts drifts 
of him Wav 96 Then muſtheneeds 
heare all wiſe mens reprehenſions,for 
they will iumpe with Chriſt as hee 
ſpeakes inthis >cripture, 214 id ad re? 
this ſeemed not him to a:ke, For if I 
ſhould ſpeake in generall, it is a ſone- 
raigne councell whichone hath mint- 
ſired, that » Humane cwuric{ira:tnſteam » Peter 
rerunden1s ſari: fierinequir, T here is no wanyr. 


comment, 7 


wayes of dealing with this frinolous ; 11" 8 


curioſitie, but by ſappreſ\ion and put- ap.r. 
ting her to ſilence , (hee muſt wyth 
checke and frownes be ſtil kept vnder. 
And in particular if ye would haue me 
glue you inſtance, I m:ſt intreate you 
tolooke backe tothe fellow which 91 


told you of, tharasked anoldand holy * Triun 


R4. father 
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father, what worke God did before he 

made the heauens, and that not inlim- 

plicitie, but 4 per lnaibrium, as one re- 
| 4Caluinus lates it tO mocke the good and grauc 
 inft.lid.r reljpious man, He aunſwered him ac- 
{ caps. , "hgh ; ; 
' &@&:, cording to his uſt deſerts, witha v eric 
neceſlarie, thoughtaunting reprehen- 


ſion: Sonne, you'lay God. made this 


W! ; world in {ixedayes compaſle, and thar 
i cre then many thouſand yeercs were 
i paſt,in which you would knowe how 


Cod did ſpend his time: your queſizon 
isflieand ſubtile: for which muſticll 
you, | hauc oft obſerued that rare hex- 
ameron, -What God created in thole 
firſt ſixe dayes,to wit, this round globe 
and thoſe conuexed (pheres : bur ere 
that time What worke he had in hand 
| Incuer ſtudyed yer, | haue nor fonghr 

it my Booketor (uch aqueſtion : yerleſt 
Þ you ſhould go from me without your 
reſolution, this 1smy tudgement , that 
a* intho(e few dayes Cod did create 
theſeator fiſh, rhe ayre tor foules, the 
carth for beaſtes, and heauen for _ 

| an 


for his curious queſtion. 

and Angelles, ſo queſtionleſle before 
thattime hee did ordaine deepe hell 
for thee and (uch fond curious peo- 
ple. Alightand foolith queſtion, bur 
welland fitly aunſwered, toteach pre- 
ſumptuous man not to aske of Gods 
greatxywonders.And as this father dealr 
withithat fond gybing (coffer, which 
asked of things longe paſt beforethe 
worlds creation, ſodothour Sauiour 
in this place with Pere, for inquirin 
thingsto come of /hons laſt diſſolution, 
* T uu71 non eſt ſcire(fayth he) huinſmocs , | 
miſteria,tua intereſt rue vocationis ſata= Villanic, 
ere illi videre rite qui reſpondeas. Eog in Fuany, 
te ad crucem vo'o,de ahis _—_ ipſum va 
viders. Peter] haue giuen theea (um- 
mons to the crolle, prouide thy ſelte 
tor that, as for my reſolution in diſ- 
poling of Saint 7-bn, trouble not thy 
(elfe with that, I will take order 
In it, bur {earch not thou ſuch my- 
ſteries, Nihil hoc ad re? Peter this 
is without the compaſle of thy charge. 

Andthus farre (men, brethren and 

fathers . 
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fathers, moſtdearcly embraced in the 
bowels of Chriſt Ielus) I haue impar- 
red ro your clemecietheſethreegrand 
realons, which might leadour (auiour 
to obiect againſt Saint Perer, the [for- 
mer braunche of his fr fore-named 
article: to witte his ſearching and pry- 
Ing into Chriſts deepeſecrer coungels, 
whileſt hee did delire to knowe of his 
Lord and Maſter, what hee had de- 


. creed to doe with 1obz heereafter , in 


which 1 doubt not but you fully vn- 
derſtand,that ſince thisqueſtion of our 
reate Apoſtles , (labouring for the 
owledge ofthings which were to 
come) was impoſlible in nature, ab- 
\urd in reaſon, and vnneceſlaric for 
himſelfe : it was fit that our Sauijoure 
ſhuld reproue him with this Text,fay- 
ing 2d ad re? Peter the leaſt of thele 
mui needes diſgrace thy Queſtion . 
It remaineth now(right bleſſed and 
holy Chriſtians) that I ſhould eyther 
addethe latter braunch of Chriſts firſt 
obicdtcd Article , the examinations 
| = which 


for his cariqus queſlion. 
hich Peter made of our Sauiours 
will, or elſe ceaſe to hold you longer, 
and ſo commit you to god by prayer, 
The firft of which the time will nor 
aftoord, the latrer my conſcience may 
no whit lefle permit. For gine mee 
leaue (I beſeech you inall timplicitie 
and humilitic) toler you vnderſtand, 
that there is in this Citi a grofle oftece 
amongeſt you,which Chrilts reproofe 
to Pexer, conſtraines mero remember 
you of. And that is, there are many of 
you, which nor like Saint Fcrer doe 
aske Chriſt the manner of /o{xs death 
in this word, but boldly will realona» 
mongeſt your (elues, what (hall bethe 
ſtare of your brothers (oule in thenext 
world? thus rudely rauing into Gods 
cternall lay, of mans election or vt- 
ter reprobation. Burt ſhall I tell = 
(moſt dearely beloned Citizens) ſhall 
[ by your patience, tell you but one 
thing ? O giue me leaue, I willſpeake 


it ſhortly, ! Deus is eff qui nous qui ſunt 2. Tim, 


ſ#i: it is God that knoweth who = 
$ 


| : Chriſts checkeroS.Perer 
his choſe ſeruants, * he hath his priuie 
$Kem.9. marke by him ſer on their forcheads, 
i5- for it is hee that will haue mercie on 
whome he will, and ſkew compaſlion 
where hispleaſureis: itis he onlythar 
| knoweth the number of the Saints, 
And therforeinthis reſpet, if he haue 
| *Math-7. (aid u ne judicatrs bee not Lords and 
| ' Iudges ouer your brethrens ſoules, 
i iucnotyour doomes of their cendles 
q Fives and deaths: queſtionleſſe he thar 
| reprooued Perer tor asking of thinges 
| inthis life, willnort hould you guiltles 
: if you be inquilitiue of other mens c6- 
ditions in the life ro come: it you de- 
. maund whether they be ordeyned (or 
| heauen or hell, whether they iþa!l be 
eleaedSaints or reprobates. O bleſicd 
: brethren take heed [I pray you of this 
| bould inquilitis, ſearch not mto Gods 
everlaſting darke decrees: for inthis 
| place you (ee Chriſte checks a lefier 
f treſpafſe. Or ifyou will not relinquiſh 
| HY this foule fault, let me then premoniſh 
| <XK4n20. 1ouoftheapparent danger.* There is 


U, ap 


| FY indeede 


for his eurlous queFion; 


indeedarichwhite ſumptuous throne 
which ſhall bee reared againſte thar 
dreadfull day , in which all men ſhall 
riſe, and the records (hall be read, thar 
each one may receaue according to 
his deedes. Yea but for whome ttall 
that faire throne be ſet ? whoſe muſt 
be that Tribunall ? Poore yorme tis 
not for thee : the ludgethar muſt poſ- 
ſeſſethar ſear, is /eſus Chriſt, the [udge 
of quicke and dead: whole face can 
make the heauens to vaniſh, whoſe 
| footewillmake themountaines quake 
and tremble : ris not for thee to moune 
thy (ele intoit: earth, duſt, and aſhes, 
that iudgement ſeate is not for thee, 
Or if there bee no remedie, but that 
needes thou wik v{urpe it, and ſteppe 
into thy Maiſters chayretocenſure of 
thy fellowe, to giue thy ſentence of his 
life or death, and enquire his ſtaterhar 
ſhall be everlaſting : one day the great 
King in the ſupper ofthe Lambe, will 
comeand ſpye thy hawrtie arrogance, 
and to thy viter ſhame debgfe thee, 

| ſaying: 
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TLuk.14. fayingy:Sede hic inferins,redo buic lorums? 
8.9. Come freend,come downe, that ſame 


is noplace for thee: I did ordaine it for 
my {onne Chriſt leſus, and not for thee 
a{infull wretched man: hee muſt giue 
ſentence of theirs and thy lite allo : and 
therefore for thee to enquirethy bro- 
thers ſtate 2u;did ad re? it isnot laws- 
full for thee. 

And thus (right Honorable, right 
worſhiptull , and beloued Chriſtians ) 
truſting you will apprehend and laye 
hould of this aduertiſement , for that 
which Perer heere endures areprehe- 
ſion: I commit the {ucceſſe to him that 
canne blefle where I haue watered: 
reſeruing the latter braunch of our $a- 
niours firſt article, to be obiected a- 
gainſt Saint Peer his Apoſtle , for the 
inquiring after his will(as this was into 
his workes)to the next holy day Gods 

bleſſed ſabaoth.Inthe meane ſea- 
ſon let vs beſeech himfor 
proteQionand be- 
nediction, 
FINIS. 


THE SIX1 


Sermon, 


JE E which bythe teſti 


| :-7a:izc $ios the G O D 
and Lord not of con- 
= jiicd Babell, bur of 
{ieere concerd and well conſenting 
order, hath limited in tho{e cljences, 
which are termed imelleuall, de- 
prees of augmentation in theyr $kill 
and vnderſtanding, lo as though poore 
and mortall linfull man, can cntertaine 
the impreſxion of fume tewe thinges, 
yet thote diuine and nimble-moouing 
Spirits, can apprehend much more and 
preater obiects: but God himſelte(thar 
gracious glorious nature) knowerh 
(mall and greatthings, knoweth ſome 


D and 


monie 2 ct the great A- ?2.Cor.tt 
poſile> is not 47455 but, 


23, 
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and all that may bee. You may wel de- 
{criethis it it pleaſe yourto obſerue but 
that one aſſertion concerning the day 
of doome, whole knowledge our $Sa- 
uiour onceſaid was darke and hidden; 
fofarre withdrawne from all creatures 
1ſt preznotis, as firſt no man can make 
prognoſtication of it (there is one de- 


<Math.:5. pree,)< Of that day and howre know- 


4 Math 


'5 ethno man,ſay th ChriſtTeſus: nay nor 


the Penſioners which attend the God- 
head in the preſence (there commeth 


[ 36, the ſecond ſtep) 4 not the bleſſed An- 


* Mark.1,, * © | Jus 
32, Bis is homofuir, not Chriſt himſelfe as 


gels: no,nor the heyre himſelfe, Gods 
wel beloued ſonne (there commeth a 
third and higher reachof knowledge) 


files quidam hominis ſcilicet quate- 


he was the ſonne of man. Man may 
know much,burt the Angels more, and 
G OD knowethall inall. But though 
there bee theſe ſcuerall ſtints of know- 
ledge, that men may not preſume to 
foare as highas Angelles, nor the An- 
gclleslooketo mount a5 hie as Icſus, 

yer 


for his curieas queſtion. 

yet ſuch is the pride of mans ambiri- 
ous narure, that hee will ſtriueto inde 
as muchas burh the other : poore A- 
dams lonnes will tweate to learne as 
much as Chrilt or his Angelles, For 
f Peculans © procax «ft himanainguiſt- a - 
310, mans bulie medling in thinges of gen.cap.s 
contemplation, is wondrous forward, 
exceeding tov audacious, WHEN : alberrus 
6neither 5, Maihew the Evangeliſt, nor ra _ 
Gabrieithe holy Angell, arc ablerorell vn 
vs more in C.hcifts moſt pure concepti- Chriſti, 
on, then that it was by the holy Ghoſts '**+ 22.9 
{yveere operation: yet wrerched man, | 
(nay rather hywormethe man) willnor 
content him(elte with thole ſure infor- 
mations, Whichare e facto, the (ub- 
ſtance of the thing, but needes muſt | 
aske de mo:'s, the manner ofthis ation, | 
. Lui fieri poruit , howe this thing could bt 
be poſſible, Preftumprious,vaine, and 
fond vnſlayed men , which thus will 
i os ſum in celum ponere , ſtretchtheyr 
wide mouthes as hie as the heauen it i 6, 73.97 
(elte,and ict at randon their lauih ſlip- | 
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peric tongues, to raunge the worlde 
andall the workes of G OD. Surely in 
this number was good Saint Perey faul- 
tie, when hee would ſearch Chriſts tn- 
ture hidde deſignements concerning 
lobn, his death and laſt departure: the 
charge which touched himſelfe was 
not {uffticient for him, but needes hee 
muſt di'cuſſe Gods workes which hee 
concealed, hee muſt inquire what 
ſrould bee done hereafter. But if that 
aduice be good, which erſthath beene 
delivered, k that rerundenda eft curtoſt- 
ras iſta , this too free-metteld ſtur- 
rer muſt bee reſtrayned and curbed, 
our Sauiour could not chooſe bur 
checke it, when it hee found it in the 
Apoſtle, as here you ſee he doth inthis 
ſ-ort Text, with 2uid ad re? Perer for- 
ſake this queſtion, why askeft thuu 
cffutures ? 

Hitherto right Honourable , right 
worſhiptull, and beloued , you haue 
heard m the viſitation which Chriſt 
keepes with Saint Perer, the beginning 

O 


for bis curious queſtion. 
of the firſt Article againſt him read, 
which was for his ſifting in Gods grear 
workes of woonder : I thought the laſt 
Sabaoth (if the time had (uffered)to 
haue read it forth,that you might haue 
knowne the whole, what elle it was 
belonging vnto God, which tor this 
queſtion St, Perer ſhould haue heard. 
He hath beene chidde tor (earching of 
his works, remaines there ought be- 
{1de? what? 15he guiltiefturther? can 
thereon the part ofthe almighty eter- 
nall God, be {ome thing elle preferd a- 
gainſt Saint Perer? isnot his frſt Article 
yet paſt andfully ended? Ono(GOD 
wots)a ſecond braunch enlueth, there 
15yet moreto bee anſwered to Chriſt 
which heerereprooues him, For the 
Apoſtle in his queſtion to his Maſter of 
Saint /ohx, did not onely inquire into 
his future works, how it would pleaſe 
him to diſpoſe of that Diſciple but ran- 
ſackt further into his ſecret Will, as 
though it were diſputing with Chrift 
leſus, what was the cauſe, or what 
S 2 might 
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might ſo induce him toenter this rule, 
or toſette downe (uch an order, thar 
John ſhould (cape, and heeſ{toulddiea 
Martyr, Verily 1t S. Perer with his 241d 
autem hic ? will call his maiſter vntoſo 
ſtraight an an{were, risneceſſarie our 
Sautour (F ould controle him with thts 
queſtion of 214 ad re? who made thee 
an examiner? 

I remember (amongſt other men) 
ſuch bolde and fooliſh queſtions have 
ſometimes beene demaunded councer- 
ning Gods inducements, which drew 
him vnto this tothar or other actions: 
bur (ures ſtrange in this our great A- 
poſtle, that hee tt ould pole his bleſſed 
Lord and Maiſter,yea but with one 11- 
terrogatory of this ſort and condition, 
that he fr ould aske why dofſt thou this 
or that thing For touching others, the 
examplesare too pregnant , of them 
that haue inquired the cauſe of Gods 
Indden will, what mooued him thus or 
{o rodoerhis thing or the other, either 


in tranung the greater m3, this world, 
or 


for his curious queſtion: 
or els in making the leſſer world, poore 
man, IfI ſhuld gine you inſtance 1nthis 
whole worlds round globe, (COD 
helpe vs) neither his firſt woorke in 
creating the goodly engine of the hea- 
uens and earth, nor yerthis daily care 
in managing and ſwaying the affaires 
and actions of vs poore (infull men, 
can (capethe lifting ofmany wretched 
creatures:but they wil aske why made 
hee this or that?thy will demaund how 
chauncethe world gocth thus. So will 
earth, duſt, and aſhesaxaminetheir 
creatour :{o wilthe clay riſe vp againſt 
the Potter: thus will the axe exult a- 
gainſtthe work-man, and thus will the 
man on earth, poſe him that giiides the 
heauens : hee muſt call God torecko- 
ning for his labours, To beginnewyth 
the whole world, & with ker firſt cre- 
ation , it isan caſte thing toſhewe you 
mans inſolent attempting ,by which he 
bluſhethnor ra aske and (ceke of God; 
why when this Theater at the firſt by 
him was created , hee made but one, 
POE: 0 94 bur 
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but then,buy luch a creature. 
For lome are butlily enquiring why 
God that blelled workeman, when 
l with theleaſt wocde iilujng trom his 
mouth , he could with cate produce 
thele workes. of nature, yer made bur 
one worlde whilſt he was creating : 
belike their reſileſje harts (like Alex- 
aniers Once, whiche will for more 
worlds which his iworde might con- 
quer/thiak al che riches of thi> goodly 
trealurie, whichare comeyned inthe 
heauens circumference, nothing (ufit- 
cient to giuethem contenation. O+ 
thers as curiouſly deniaund the caule, 
nm HY HHS Deo 171 meniem nou veneril, 
celum hoc C> terram condere, ſed onus 
immenſum ſhacri preterſinere ſus : why 
wheloinany hundred thouſand yeres 
before, hee might from nothing haue 
brought into exiſtence, all thele faire 
obiccts which the worlde affoordeth: 
yet he would ſuffer ſo great a time to 
ſlippe, and makeno creature till theſe 
laucr dayes, But there is a third mY 


_ 
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for his curious queſlion, 


laſt forte which with that * ſubtile Cay- * rutjue 

dane doe nature inclementiam accuſa- _ 1ger dg 

re Oc. take great exceprions againſt —— 

Gods blelled labours, quod ſu non ſecus, iett.z, 

that ofthis forte hetramed the world, 

not rather of another. Vngratious peo» 

pie which donox well conlider, that 9 '40gelus 
ky : 4 Icianus$ 

myuita ſunt, quorn jplenaort ſt quid adtiix- cy gots. 

eris, elummes nay ull-:itres, the operati- I1b.9.cpilt. 

ons ot his hads are of ſuch ful pertecti- 7 . F 

ons, aS1ta manſtruzeto mend, he can- 1 

not chule but marrethem . For itthat 

definution be true and vncontrowled, 

P cus nihul adycr mbilue ſubtralt, in quo  Nulius 

denin; eſjent ie mil mutari porest, 1a um- pos p6nen; 

cum perfect et, that that ane 15 a Per- cercn.24 9, 

fect thing and complete, which cannor '*- 

beare addition nor ſubtraction, and 

whichad:;mits no manner ofalteration: 1 za 19.7. {| 

doubtleſle as Gods word is9 pure and ; ; 

true aud perfect, * cu; nec adas ner adie Rev 22. 

m! qutrquam pore; that manmayneuer 515 

addenor take one title from it: fo are | 

Gods workes moſte rare and paſſing Th 

complete,nor'cachdaies labour good,,,..,, | 
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*Gen,,, tbutallmoſt wondrous perfeA: in (o 
tat valde much that the heathen man could thus 


farre wilely (choole vs, that u Srquis in 


denatura hac munat machina corrigere aliquid velit, 
&or.id.2. cur dererins facier , ant 1d quod fieri non 
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porneris, deſiderabrr, it in this beauteous 

building any buſie bould ſuruayour , 
will take vppon .him to checke the 
workemans skill, and of a freſh ſpeCta- 
tor become a ſharpe controwler , ey- 
ther he ſhall with what neuer may be 
compaſled, elſe his additions ſhall bee 
ſtaynes in /y-7don: well may hee (eeke 
for change, but neuer finde a berter . 
Yet thus concerning this worlde and 
her creation, menne will demaund of 
God the cauſe and reaſons,why when 
hegaue her at the firſt her being, hee 
made bur one, bur then and of this fa- 
ſhion, 

The lame or like audacious curioli- 
rice, is roOapparentintheliuesof men, 
rouching the gouernement and ſway- 
ing of this woride: when ſinful crea- 
tures wil enquicr of God, why this 

man 


®-— wo _—_ 


for his enrions queTion; 

man thriues and that man cannot profſ- 
per,vhy all being made by himarenot 
of like condition? So 1n particuler tor 
euill thinges, the Ditciples of our 
Sauiour, woulde needes demaund of 
hin their Lordand maſter, * why hee « 1gjn.9.. 
which from his mothers wombe was 
blinde, had ſucha plague inflicted tro 
thealmightie? whether Gods przno- 
tion of his future wicked lite, or Gods 
remembraunce of his Parents former 
{inaes, made him depriue him of this 
worldes cneretull light. And contra- 
rivile tor good thinges the holy man 7lec.r2.r.s 
of God, y preſumed to plead the caule 
with his Creator, why wicked menne 
ſhonlde flourithe, and noted linners 
proſper : as did the learnedScribe tou- 
ching Gods bleſſed Saints, diſputethe 
marrer * whe he askedthe caule, what , , x, . 
might inducethe king of heauenand zz .&c, 
earth: when from the bountie of his 
marchleſſe loue, amongeſtall rrees hee 
had choſe himlelfe one vine; amongeſt 
all regions he had pickt foorth but _ 

plor: 
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plot: amongeſt all flowers he liked the 

ure white lillye, amongeſt all fowles 

e had called to him one faire dooue: 
amongſt all cattell he had marked him- 
ſelte one (heepe: and amongeſt all na- 
tions {elected one poore people : yer 
he would (uffer the wild boreto ſpoile 
that vine, and let the thornes grow vp 
by his (weete lillye? Why his whne 
dooue with beautcous filuer winges, 
ſhoulde flye amongeſt the blacke and 
hatefull rauens,and his poore innocent 
and harmeleſle blearing ſheepe, ſhould 
foulde amongeſt the greedie raucning 
wookies? in one woorde what might 
caule the Lord of hoſts, to let his nee- 
reſt and his deareſt Saints, ſuffer ſuche 
wrongs of graceleſſe wicked people? 
Theſe both togeather made Dau al- 


Pla.7s 2- moſttall, a when he would apprehend 
* that which he could not reatch: when 


he would know what moued the God 
of : Abraham, tocrowne the wicked 
with this worldly blifſe, thatthey were 
luſtic, ſtronge and ftill in health, they 
-— © ares 


-— <—_ —__ 


for bis curious queſtion. 

fearednot death, they came innomiſ- 
fortune,their harts were proude, their 
cyes didiwel with fatnefle ,yet hegood 
man whole Þ hart was neereſtto God, 
had harder happe: he ftill was plagued 
and ſcourged, < God plyed him with 
corrections and euery morning {coo- 
led him: why ſhoulde the Lord deale 
thus ſaith that greate Prophet ? why 
ſrboulde they thriue when I am thus 
afflicted ? why ſkonlde the wicked 
laughe, when my foule thus is hum- 
bled? <0 Nany men, yea good menne 
hae (inned in this one tre!palle, in a(- 
king god the caule of his deportments, 
whythus or {ohe guides poore mens 
conditions: the gernall God {( whoſe 
name be euer honoured) is thus exa- 
mined by morrall {intull men, both for 
the framing and ruling of this worlde: 
mans curious nature will needes dil- 
cufſe the caule, why fo god made why 
thus he (wayeth the creatures . 

And as this is enident inthe whole 
frame of this engine: (0 is it true in 
| $i hs 6 man 
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manthe abridgement of his laboures, 


the fayreſt parcell of his moſt ſumptu- 
ous building:cocerning whole nature 
both for this lite and the future, you 
ſhallfind amongeſt men many curious 
inquuirions, For this life if you marke 
his externall ſhape and faſh1on, there 


CFenecaad ATC 4 manlt; dinmorum munerim intyut 
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ceruos , leuitate aues, impetu auros , ſt« 
piſfime conqueruntur : thereare diuers 
impudent,inturious, graceles cenſors, 
which will not ſticke to call God to a 
reckoning, why when at firſt hee (ha- 
ped man trom the carth, he did not e- 
guallize his courage with the lyons? 
why God did make the elephant more 
ſtronge then him ? why man was not 
as nimble as the doe, why had he not 
what all the creatures elle haue ? o 
durſt the pitcher challenge his maker 
for the faſhion, ſo man dare aske why 
he wasnot made better ? And for our 
ſoulcs thoſe farre diuiner creme; 

CO wh 


for his curious queftion, 
how common is it with ſome to make 


that impious queſtion , © car zalem m 


homme Deus non feceris animam que non 
peccare porait? why in that other troope 
of intelleQuall ſpirits, when ſome An- 
gels fell from their firſt bliſſetull ſtate , 
yet God kept ſome till in their glori- 
ous nature, he would not doe as much 
for men on earth: why God woulde 
not indue {ome with {uch graces, as 
that at firſt they neaer could haue {in- 
ned. 1 hus for our earthly priſons and 
our foules captived in them , man 
will diſpute with god the cauſe ofthis 
creation , why one was mortallthe 0- 
ther apt to ſinne : why god did not 
prouide to make the better, why our 
ſoules and bodies had not another tE- 
pcr. 

And as for our condition and ftate 
inthis world, ſo touching the nexr life 
and the worlde to come: many doe 
not feare to mane the like obiections, 
concerning gods decree of man for e- 
ucrlafting : when they will ſearch that 
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dCatuinus darke and daungerous depth car f ex 
inſtic.lib.3 comment hominum er promiſcua turba a- 


lios ad falutem Deus , altos ar internum 

rote#tinarit,why trom this interming- 
led tore of men, which live and breath 
alike the common ayre, ſome ſhould 
bee Saints for heauen , ſome imps and 
brandes for hell? this man ſhould bee 
receinedand marked ofgod tor glory, 
that man (Eould be reiected; and lo re- 
ſerued for vengeance? why god ſhold 
ſaue one heere, and damne anothet by 
him, this man ſt ould bee elected, and 
that man be a reprobate? 

And thus for both the worldes the 
greater and the leſſer, mans proud am- 
birtous heart is bolde to {earche the 
cauſe, of Gods moſt hidden and ſecret 
abſtruſe will : why in the former hee 
made and rules it % and in the latter 
(for both partes of our nature, and for 
our lite in this worlde and thenext, ) 
Why God thus framed vs heere, and 
diſpoſeth of vs after. £o exceedingly 


audacious is mans aſpirino loule, ro 
aske 


for his curious queſtion. 
atke both that , and why God will doe 
all chings? . 

Bur allthis beadrovle of offendours 
inthis kiade, as yet prelents not Salt 
Perers name amonge them, theie may 
be juſtly atratnted ot tl1is crime,bur the 
accuſation concerns not our .foktle : 
the h:1dwiackr Philo'ophers, and our 
late fonde queſtionſts, nay F/ ras the 
Scribe, lerexne the prophet and aued 
che King , may well bee taxed tor {ear- 
chinge of Gods will : but all this ruul- 
chethnot the patient ia my Text, what 
35 this to our Santours reprehenlion of 
amt Perer? Oyes (beloued ) 1t wee 
{Fa'lbutobſerne, his queſtion to his 
Maifter with as due circumſpection, 
as {ince another man hath done 1nJat- 
ter dayes. we (ball ind him culpable in 
the (ame tranſoreſsion : Prrers uid au- 
rem hic, his queſtion of Saint 19h, ſauo- 
reth too much of that ſame impertectt- 
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i[insdiſcretionis : ac ſucondirionemillins 
meliorem indicans atxiſses . Domine Io- 
hannes, quid facietiſte : quare et egocum 
illo —_ ipſe manſerit) non manebo ? 


ecing called by our Sauiour to 
the croſſe, yer ſtandinge troqueſtion 
with his Mayſter of Saint /obn, ſeemeth 
to expoſiulate the reaſon with Chriſte 


Teſus, why hee ſtould makeſuch diffe- 


rence betwixt him and his fellow : as if 
he ſhould ſay. Maſter perceiue thou 
haft prickt me fora Martir:] vnderſtand 
thy meaning, Iſhall becruciftied . Be 
it ſo: but tel me I beleech theeOgood 
Lord, why might not this man Saint 
Tohn ſupply my place? were itnot poſ- 
ſible that hee might ſeruethe rurne ? 
Quid auicm hic ? f pray you and why 


not hee? Butifit bee determined and 
thou haſt paſt the doome, that hee ſhall 
ſcape &I muſtbidethetorments, then | 
tell mee bleſ{sed Lord, reſoluemee (O | 
{weeteleſus) what isthe reaſon ofthis 
thy ſtrange appointment, why doeſt 
thou thus diſtinguiſh ofthy $ w—_ 


for his curious queZion; 


Hee (hall liue longe why ſhoulde my 
death de haſtened * he muſt goe loote, 
and why trould lbeechayned ? Saint 
lobn (ball ſleepe in peace, why (ſhould 
Iclime the crofle then ? hee thall haue 
freendes to cloſc his dying eyes, why 
ſhouldel wantluch heipers ? hee thall 
haue Diſciples to wrap him in faire (in- 
don , why ſhould my ſprinkled bloud 
be my beſt winding ſheete? heeat his 
death (hal! haue his Freendes to come 
fort him, and why (halll have none, 
bur ſuchas will torment me? Oſonne 
of God, thon Sauiour of the world,tell 
meethe reaſon and let mee knowethe 
cauſe oftheſe deliznements,and of this 
thy will, why Imutt be the martyr and 
not this man Sant lore?! Oud mor 
fir, Lorde why t> this thy indgement ? 
Thus our Apoſtle as torwarde as the 
beſte, will (earch the inducements of 
his Maiſters wil, and {carch to knowe 
the cauſe of his hidde picalure . Maſter 
(fayth hee ) what ſhail become of /9bn , 
Wherefore our Lord and blefſed Saui- 
' T 2 our 
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our Chriſt, as before he had found him 
inquiiatine in his works, and therefore 
chid him becauſe hee ſought to know 
what he decreed todo with /ohnhere- 
after : ſo finding him heere curious in 
askinge of his will, what mooued him 
thus to purpoſe cf them both, he cuuld 
notrefraine but obiect the ſecond Are 
ricle, againſt the Apoſtle for his treſ- 
paſſeagainſt God : as before he checkt 
him for ſearching his future woorkes, 
ſoheere hee mutt reproouec him for aſ- 
king the cauſe of his will, with 2#id ad 
re? Peter Whyl will hauethe fentence 
ſo, why 10h ſhall ſcape and thou muſt 
dye, isnot for thee to knowe. &Cc. 

And heere, (right worthy and bleſ- 
ſed Chriſtians)you ſhall ealily perceme 
the deſernedneſle ofthis checke , how 
neceſlarie it was for the viſitour of our 
ſonles, toread this latter braunch of his 
fir} Article againſt the Apoſtle , for (if- 
ting the cauſe ofhis Lord and Maiſters 
will : if it pleaſe you to obſerue with 


mee but theſe three ſhort plaine argu- 
ments : 


for his curious queTion. 

ments: the vnlawtfulneſſe, the impoſsi- 
bllitie and the danger ofthis queltion. 
For it inthe firſt place : it were vnlaw- 
full tor Saint Perez, but topropound or 
putforthſucha doubt or {cruple:next, 
it it were by no meanes to bee hoped, 
that his demaund ſhould haue ſolution 
graunted: and laſtly if this queſtion bee 
tall of woonderous daunger : I knowe 
you will all thinke that it was hyetime 
iadeede that Chriſt ſhould controwle 
him for medling withſuch knots, hee 
muſt needs call to him with Perre 211d 
ad re? thou mayſtnot (earch the cau- 
ſes of my will . 

Forthe firſt of theſe , the vnlawtull- 
nelle ofthis queſtion , rhar it was not 
meete forthe Apoſtle tro propound it: 
if interrogations ofthis narure ſhall ap- 
peareia all your iudgements, to bee 0- 
dious evento men, and ſo much more 
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COLPULIS Alitns Mg uarere, Guam robi: ſrire 
permis rar Deus, 5, hs ſane temerd- 
rium ef: it is a raſh and vnaduiled at- 
tempt,for men to axke that which God 
will not teach, or {ire to knovy what 
hee hath notdilcioſed : and not ſo one- 
ly intermes of generalitie , but alſoin 
particular well {aid the ſelfe fame Au- 
thour, 1.francing in aqueſtionabout 
the Weld: cremi on, that ' fr ques cum 
Deo expoituler, cur plenum centuplo ſupe- 
ret varuttas,erit hec tis ommbus acreſta- 
bilis petulantia : it any finfull wretch 
ſhould beſofarre prelumptuous as 10 
demaund what might periwade the 
Almightie, toinlarge the regions of 
theempricayre . ſomuch beyond the 
earths incircled globe, allholy men 
might iuſtlyrhinkeand ſay, ſuch inſo- 
lence were hatefull and to bee abhor- 
red. For whereas Gods bleſſed and 
moſt ſacred holy willjs welldiſtingui: 
ſhed intorwoparts. that nt is eyther 
voiunas beneplaciti, his hidden Jorg 
wW 
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- will, k which God reſerues in his own* a&.1.c.6 
onely knowledze, or els voluntas ſizn 
his 1uſtreneyled will, | for whole obe- 11r.5.16. 
dience wee dayly praye to God - itno 
mantully know the whole {umme of 
the larter , for ® heere(alas) the beſt =1.Coraz 


know bur in part: howe much ablurd *** 


and far vameet is that,that men (hould 
ſearch the cauſes of the ſormer , and 
aske what mooues Gods vnreuecaled 
Will? If Ferer for Gods will diſcloſed 
in his Writ, knewe not the ſummeand 
{ubſtance euen of that but in » a cleere » 14.v.s.cr 
poynt doubted, » of the calling ofthe 
Gentiles, it was vnmeete hee ſhould * —_ 
prelume toaske, what were the cauies 
of his ſecret vnknowne pleaſures: this 
i5no Other thep ifone (hould proteſſe 
toſeeancedle, butnot the placethar 
It ſticks in, that he will ſpie great won- 
ders, Which (eeth not common ob- 
jects. 
And verilyit the world concetueſo 
meane opinion, of this inquiring the 
caule of Gods decrees, and of dilcul- 
ei lng 
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ſing the moriues of his will, himſelfe 
| canno waz es chate bur mightily mil 
v like iuch proude and bold demaunds, 
[ from moitall linfull men. It his moſt 
F heauenly ard (ecret hidden plealure, 
be likethetacritice among{t the Mega- 
| O_ lenies,P q#0d 547% 0-culrum tun vt 08 
| _ : Ba  folum Cur10fns oral 1s exiugeret, ſea e400 
ſponus, C2 errames.to private and remote, that 
neyther curious nur wandering eye 
might view 1t: or like great Pluro-s tE- 
* Ccelius ple amongt the Eleans , 4 20:4 nepa- 
core oroh rens qiutdem move quenguam fas erat, 
onum, lb, Which though it were open yer might 
15.Qp.26, itnotbee entered : howe can Cod like 
or (uffer (uch demeannre, that me wil 
prie where he would hane thinges (e- 
cret, or ofertointrude where he 
commannds their abſence ? Man ma 
pretend the cauſe ofall his ſearching, 
tofinde therealon of gods deepe de- 
ſignements is butto increaſe his know- 
ledge and his skill : yea , but a hea hen 
man can heerein well aduife him thar 
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for his curious queſtios, 

eonſaerudo, ſive idex animofiur far ex fie 
»wultare, 1tillbeleemes a mortall xyret» 
ched man, to diſpute with GOU the 
cautes of his act1o:1, yea, thogh ut were 
11 words ot courſe torta.hioa : GOD 
cannot brook {uch tarre ſought inqui- 
l1ttons, Indeede it (1.ould leeme hee 
would not haae vs lifc the darke in- 
ducements of Is hidden will , for ſtill 
he cals vs to ht: blefled written word, 
with - Szarch that Booke, *© tpoynts «q,,q 
the way to heauen,my willreneyled is * Luc. 10, 
inoughtor yo 1tolearne. It lo muchof — 
his pleaſure as that Booke can i-mparr f 
vs, werenot (nficiet ro chalk the way | 
toblie, (yea, that which nowe is ex- 
tant and remayneth) why would 
Gods wiledo neat any tine haue luf- 
tered ſome iparkes of that fayre lighe 
to haue beene cleane extinguithed as 
Enochs u prophecie of which <t. [ude »1ude epitt, 
repurteth, the *« auncient Books com- vel! 4- 

*1,Chr. 29, 
piled by G14 and Narhan,) thenaturall ** ,,** ? 
diſcourſe which Salomon had of plants: v1. King.4s | 


his abſiruſe Parables,and palsing won- =&3** 


drous 


© Toh laſt 
«hap. laſt 
perle. 
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drous ſonges : why did theſe periſh, if 
the reſt were not inough? or why did 
Chriſt in his moſt happte time,th: 01221 
that (weetſlory of his words & deeds, 
leaue ſo much foorth not chronicled 
nor Writ, as if * ir were penned would 
fillthe world with Bookes ? can wee 
ſuppoſe that ſo much as remaineth is 
nott{ufficient to draw a lineto heaucn? 
or if the.reſt had beene ſoneedtulltoo, 
our Sauiours power would not haue 
kept it ſafe? O doubrleſle yes,hee hath 
preſerned for man, ſuch plenteous 
ſtore of his reucyled will , as well may 
guide hisfoule the way to lite , If this 
therefore bee able ro informe vs, a 
meanes to compaſle the eueriaſting 
toyes, why ſhould mans haughtic 
thoughtsalpire and mount vp further, 
to ſearch that will which god hath nor 
diſcloſed, toaskethereaſons why hee 
doth this orthat thing ? Surely, if no- 
thing cankeepe him in his bounds, bur 
that ſuch ſecrecies muſt be examined 
by him, asour Sauior refelled the high 
TE _ 


- cou —— 


for his curious queFion. 

Prieſts ſubtile queſtion , theyr * Unde-* Lac 10. 
gm poreſtas, with vndenam hapriſmus, ++ 
their demaund of Chrifts commilsion, 

with demaund of /obxs religion : {0 wil 

he aun{were luch curious inqui.itions, 

with (emblable interrogations, with 

ſuch like other queſtions,as heere hee 

doth with Peer our Apoſtle, returne 

his 2u1dhic wuh 21d ad re? tolet 

him know this queſtis was not lawtal. 


——— - _ PR_—_ 


And thus much (beloued in our ble(- j 
ſed Lord and Saniour) ſhall (erue for ; 
the framing of my firſt intended argu- : 


ment,to\vitte if wiſe men do hold this 
practile odious,it God himlelt (o great- 
ly doe abhorre it thatmen thould aske 
the caule of his deepe councelles, wel 
mi2hr hee in my Text reprooue this 
curious {cruple , asbeeing athing ab- | 
{urdand (o valcemely, : 
Bur as it is true of thoſe moſt hea- | 
nenly voyces, wherewithin Paraciſe 
Saint Pau/ was made acquainted, nor 
> onely that they might not be diſclo- ':.Cor.rz 
ſedromen, that wouldbeeno waycs 6 
6s law- 


*R8.9.15, 
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| Ewfull: but that it was impoſcible for 


him to ſpeak & viter the, it paſt his $kill 
totel them:ſo may we auouch it con- 
cerning thole hid cauſes, which mone 
the Almightie to any of his councelles: 
not onely that the inquiring ofthele is 
interdicted, as ſimply vnlaywfll of 
which I have breetely ro'de you : but 
that the finding and gaining of (ich 
knowledge, is allo ditticult, nay rather 
tis impoſsible , no man can cuer reach 
it, For volunas ae cauſarum cauſa eſ!: 
thi ergo conſiſtenum , nec extra nee vltra 
illam e#t ratioperquirenda : Gods holye 
will is the mother cauſe of caules, be- 
yond whoſe time there can no {earch 
be had : She and (he onel, is that /rer- 
culis coinmna , that furtheſt hieſt Pilar, 
in which may worthily be written and 
ingraue Nh! vitra , paſt this makeno 
inquiring.If the reaſon of Gods mercy, 
c be becauſe hee will have mercie and 
that which ſturres hispaſsions to com- 
paſsion, beeonely his will to ſhewe his 
graceandfauour,it is but vaineto _ 
CLE. why 


for his curious queſtion. 
why God reſolues ſo,or what induced 
hin coluch greatlouc and goodaclle: 
if oace wee haue found this caule, we 
maſt ſeek for no other : no more [huld 


zrer heere haue asked of Chriſt the 


reaſo1 why hee ſhould die, and 1b# 
ſhould icapethe rormeats, it was not 
in his power to apprched luch know- 
ledge, and theretorea lecond cauſlero 
make Chriſt checke his queſtion : itthe 
ſo;ation be not polzible, the demaund 


delcraes reproovuing, And certainely «;,Tim.ri 


ifthe verie Goſpel be 4 myſterium pic- 
14tis, if thoſe bleſſed newes of cuerla- 
ſting life, which in the Euangeliſts are 
openly proclaimed, beenotwith{tan- 
ding miſticall and darke, it muſtneeds 


be true of Gods more lccret will, that © Cy : 


© quo erimus {-rurati mazis , eo matis ad- 
mrabimar, the more wee ſearch what 
hee decrees in heauen, the more ſtill 
ſhall wee woonder , and bee amazed 
on earth : (ſuch queſtions breede ad- 


miration, bat bring vs no ſolution, 'Petee 
vt amans carioſuariniſi cam retunendo I 
arisfiert cap.t, 


i 


' Fi 


4. 
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farisfiert nequir, it is not apte and 
cleareper{picuons auntwears, which 
curious people thould looke to haue 
returned them: norather dueſupreſs1- 
on : {ich knotts cannot be looled, no 
anſweare can bee giuenthem. For 


| 4 Mar.13 7 (tell mee I beleech you) is it poleible in 


[ D> E( 16, 


I5. 


26. 


| > Heb. 5, 
| 18, 


IH-b.5.4. : s 
MMath 19. artheir pleaſure, * or they which truſt 


your 11dgements, for s holy menin 
this world to line and not beeſcandali- 
zed, or for hynrepentaunt (1nnersto 
(cape God in the next world? can 
graceleiſe vild apoſtaraes repent them 


in riches attaine the heauenlye king- 


!  2,4a:.:4, dome? coulde ! Iles Chriſt bee chay- 


ned of death in his graue, or = can his 
Father once falfthe his word * Ono 
beloned: to ſay the firſt were error, ro 
hold theſe laſt were blaſphemie. And 
yer nomore for all his frequentqueſti- 
ons,can man find out the cauſe ofgods 
hid will, what moones him thus or (o, 
man no wayes can attainetoo, Lerre 
me(it1t pleale you)exemplytie this po- 
ſnion, by a queſtion which ſomething 

[C+ 


for his carious queſties. 
reſembles this of Perers . 

Our Apoltleaskes the cauſe of gods 
diſpolinge, of lundryementoſeucrall 
kindes of death: to wit why he onthe 
crolle, and John (hould dye mn his bed: 
like which (for mens conditions inthis 
lite) ſome doe demaund (linceallof vs 
are Gods creatures ) why ſome ſhould 
flowrilh and ſome ſhould be aflicted : 
bur neuer yet could they oftheyrs, nor . 
hee of his inde the reaſon. For the ex- 
ample whichl cold you of Kinge Salo- 
mon had oblerued, " that onna omnt- «xce.9,q | 
bus eque enentime, all thinges to all men 
doc betide alike : the ſame condition 
ſometimes befals the lot,as welof pure 
ones as them that are vnpure as well of 
wſte men as of the wicked traine: as 
wellofhim tharfacrificeth, as him that 
ſhunnes the temple . Surelye this go- 
uernement -which Cod holdes in the 
wor'ld, madehim to woonder and nor 
Without itſte cauſe : but when his ad- 
miration vasturned to inquiſition,and 
that his heart woulde (earch the caull £ 
(0, 
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Ke of this : atlaft he was conſtrained 20 ſit 
'** *hmdowne, and(aye, »not Inor any 
mancan well inde foorth the grourd, 
S why God (t ould loue or hate this mah 
p| or that. T hus not wife Sa/om97 conld 
| ſound the woonderous depth, of 20ds 
great prouidence amongſt poore inen 
on earth, . No more co:11d E/:iras that 
deepe-leatned skiltull Scribe, (though 
2; he thought it buta meane queſtion: & 
not of Cods high lecretts, 10 knowe 
tl quor ſum in oppr vbrum dans tnit Iſrael , 
F why l[raell| became reproachfullto the 
'S heathen, and why the Lawe of 1oſes 
os : was contemned ? why Gods choyce 
| peofle were hated of the nations, and 
hke weake Gra(hoppers were toised 
in cucrie Kingdome? Cur vita iliorum 
ſfnpor er pavor , Why all theirlife was 
| nought bur feare and tremblinge, and 
|: why God held them vaworthye of his 
| | 3i:.Fdr4. mercies?) he coaldnot reachthe rea- 
: 1b:rys {Ons of Gods purpoſe, 4 the Angell told 
»-::vnus him they were abouchis compaſle: * 
5 iuito hec quidemindicio ati fiunt , ſed o:+ 


ſ-<. "'2Ge 
ray {5s cults 


Fer 


LC 
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culro ramen,(as one fayth well): indeed 


the Lordis righteous in all his waies, 'Pf "4. 
and holy inal his worke,yea,but« who . 1,h..q.8. | 


hath knowne his hidden ſecret coun- 
cclles? you ſee not Salomon nor Eſiras 
could attaine it, roknowe the cauſe of 
mens ftates in their lives: then why 
ſhould Perer hope tolcarne or vnder- 
ſtand, why Chriſt willthus diſpoſe of 
his or /ohns departure ? Alas this ayme 
was farre aboue his ſcantling : the 
cauſe of Gods great workes can {carce 
bee found of men: why wil they then 
inquire the cauſes of his will? 


That rule is true which * 7rifo- . noe; 
tle hath, that tuauga 73 or igariy , wrt METAD . | 
Ky, where long experience is the ®-&&8"* | 


miſtreſſe of the (choole, the ſchol- 
[ers ſee the worke, but know not how 
it is doone: that this or that is ſo. theyr 
eycs are true informers, but whence 
the effes doe riſe, theyr mindes can- 
-not reſolue them. Elſeletthe Oratour 
ingeniouſly confeſſe, howe farre his 
learning could — __— 

c& 
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« Cicero he knoweththat* Ariitolockia ad mor(i 
de natura ſerpentts valer,ſed cur valearneſcit : that 
deor.id.1. {cha roote will purge the tomacke 
or the braine , that hart- wort is good 
againſt the Serpents ſting: but why this 
roote is good for one paine and not 
another, it was a poyntthat paſt his 
greateſt skill. So (ay de another, that 
7 Ceelius there be ) {Hiir1mo aeceror lOme certaine 
R "o.ar- ſecret and hidden proper qualities, 
Cy which are inhzrent in the creatures 
16,cap.11, nature: therruth whereof ezch childe 
may loone diicerne, but whence they 
comethe witeſt cannot know, as why 
the Oftridge can dilgeſt cold iron, bur 
Lyons canrot. Queltionleſſe,ifthe wi- 
ſeſt men could notattaine to know the 
cauſe of (ecrets euen amongſt the cre- 
atures, why they haue this or that 
ſtrange operation - how (Fould the A- 
Foſtle (o tarre ſcothe hitmſelfe, as to 
ſyppoſe he could feeke out and finde 
the cauſe of Gods decrees in heauen 


1\ above? Cod wors, this was an ofen 0- 


ucrwceening, hee knoweth not Gods 
| great 
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great workes, yet would heſearchthe 
caules,But itthere be no remedie. bat 
needes hee will dilcufſe, why Chrift 
{hould thus determine of his death, if 
he with E/.ras will vexe hunleite wth *Eſdt.$434 
oreefe, in ſiriuing to coprite the waics 
of Godin heauen, let hum firſt anſwere 
what God demaundes by his Angell, 
and then expect an auntwere to this 
queſtion.Can bleſſed Peres by his grea- 
teſt skill, 2 pine a true quotient of all * .Efdr.y.j 
things yet to come?or gather vppe the 35” 
dropper of raine which once are {cat- 
tered? can hee make freihthe flowres 
which haue bin withered” or [et wide 
open the {ecret vaultes ot the earth ? 
canhe lette 'ooſe the windes irom out 
their canes? or drawe a counterteit of 
mans thinne ayrie voyce? Canour A- 
poltle performe thele ſtraunge great 
wonders ? Ifnot, thenlette him fay as 
didthar holy Scribe, Þ O Lord, good +, ,t(lr.s 
Lord, who can know all theſefccrets? 3 
none but ſuch people as dwell wyrh 
thee inglorye : bur as for mee (poore 
OE: V 2 ſimple 
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{imple blinded man,] cannot reedethe 
things whereof thou askeſt: and hee 
ſhall heare an aunſwere firaight from 
heaus, that< iftheſe things on earth do 
- ſo muchdaunt and pole him, Gods or- 
dinanceaboue multneedes be paſt his 
learning. [f the vnreueyled wil of God 
which hee keepes clolein the clouds, 
be thathigh Piller, beyond which wee 
may not paſſe : if Salomon and E(dras 
could not find forththe cauſe of mens 
ſo turbulent conditions in the worlde: 
it he himſelfe cannot aſsigne thereaſon 
of leſſe effets which daily fall in na- 
4ure, verily, asthe wile man (aydtoall 
thatthirſt for knowledge, 4that there 
* aremany things ſpoken of aboue mans 

weake capacitie: ſo will our Saujour 
remember toSaint Petey, that the fin- 
ding of his will paſſeth his vnderſtan- 
ding. with .2»id ad1e? good Peter, my 
Apoſtle, why 1 diſpoſe of /oh» and thee 
in{vchan order, that hee ſhall ſtay be- 
hinde, andthou muſt ſtraight come af- 


ter mee, is more thenthou canſt learn, 
thy 


for his curious queſtion. 
thy minde cannot conceiue it, 2uid:t 
ad re? and (o forth,layth his Maiſter thy 
foule dooth fiye a pitch abouc her 
ſtrength, 

Andthus farre (moſt dearely belo- 
ued Chriſtias)you haue recetued thoſe 
two mayne arguments,whichled our 
Sauiour to this taxing of Saint Peter: 
one riling from the view ofthe vnlaw- 


fulnes ofthis queſtis, © for(ittheScrip- « augun. © 
tures be via fruet, que ad cubiculum reg homiba in 


perducisjn quo ſunt omnes ſcientie © ſa- 
piencie theſaurt abſconaiti, that delight- 
tull way of fayth, which can conduct 
vs tothe great Kinges wedding cham- 
der) for men toleaue this roade, and 
runne by other by-paths, muſt needes 
be checkte by Chriſt, as a praCtize roo 


vnſeeming. The other take from a due + 


_— of that event which iſſueth 
oft 


heſequeſtions, to wit, that f .2#9- rc:luinus 
niam hic ambulandumeſt, © proficiends inftic lib. 


© creſcendum ſemper , capacta hic non 
ſunt corda noftra earum rerum, quas alibi 
ramen capere valebimus, becauſe man 


V3; whit 


35. 
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whilſt heeliues , muſt ſtill and ſtill bee 
learning, and his knowiedge muſt bee 


' | maymedtill hee ſce God mn his King- 


4 
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dome, therefore fur ['ct:riothinke he 
could attaine, euen the {ecretſt mo- 
tiues of Gods moſt holy will, was but a 
vaine deluding of himtelte: 1o that our 
Sauiour to wake him trom his dream, 
might welicall to him 7exs Per? + Ourd 
ad re? Peter , thou hopeſt for that thou 
canſt not have. 

Now after that ye haue heard theſe 


'4 [> Catuinur ewo hrit graund realons, that 3 meyue 


oftre.lib.r. fr5 0/f neque experts it Was neyther law- 
52 i** tullforthe Apoſtle todemaund, nor e- 
| uer poſcible that hee ſhould learne or 
knowe, why Chriſt determined {oof 
Joly and gg : (uffer me I beſeech you, 
breetely to -dde the thirdard laſt, and 
you ſhallſee howe requilite it was for 
Chriſt tv call in Per-7s preſent queſit- 
on, becaule it was a matter of ſich 
MIdem ibi- danver. It is true that Þ , Lye nobis parc- 
den lib,” * factenda cenſui ut voluntarls ſux po os e4 


£45.*1.ſec- 
ons, Verbo os nobis prodidt Deus, © quate- 


mus 
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aus noſtra intereſſe, nobiſque conducere 
prourdehat ,enſur,God in theſecrets of 
his wiſedome,and buuntie of hisloue, 
hath in the Scriptures as ina thining 
mirrour,giuen vs alight oflo much of 
his will, as he did lee might proue ex- 
pedieat fur vs,& this we may be bolde 
to view and looke ondaily : but there 


i are{ecrecyes 1 1 his vnreueyled will, 'Ecclef.3. 


which are not fitte for mento ſearch 
a .d canne,they cannot doe it withour 
ay parent daunger. And it youaske me 
what perili may enſue.ifwee (hall dare 
to pric into the private motiues, why 
h:doththus or (o as Pete: doth of 1obn, 
why he it all tay behinde him) : I may 
telli\on in one word, that from this 
curious boldnelle, in this world er- 
roars ſpring, andin the next worlde 
vengeance : either of them able to 
mooue our bleſſed Maiſter with ,2:,:d 
ade? to warne vs of ſuch daunger. 

Ot the firſt, hee admoniſhed vs long 
fince by Syra-hes fonne, who withing 
vs in many of Gods workes, to keepea 

| V 4 mas 
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modeſtie, and not too bulilie to ſift 
or to diſcufſe them, backs his periwaſi- 
on with this moſt powerfull reaſon, 
k Mulros enim ſupplantauit ſuſpicio illo- 
rum, & ſenſus eorum in vanitare deti- 
nur, for the medling with ſuch queſti- 
ons, hath beguiled many people, & in 
their tdgements ingendred euill opi- 
nions.And not vnlike, when in ſuchin- 

uilitions, the Father of all lyes 
makes offer of his ſeruice, For one 
hath well obſerued , that which our 
dayes makes proofe of, that | 2uum ho- 
mines curioſe fururarum rerum ſcienda- 
rumanxietatetenentur, nibil intentatum 
relinquunt, vt id conſequantur, quare ti 
diabolus facile ſe videt aumittendum, quit 
ranta alicuins rei cupidirate nos &ftua- 
are ſentit : ideoque ſuas arres adhiber ur 
deludamur , &+c. when curious finfull 
men will know what ſhall bee heere- 
afrer,& ſearch thoſe things which god 
hath notreueyled, the divet preſents 
himſelfe : and rather then not finde it, 


men ſometimes aske ſuch queſtions — 
cuil 


for bis curious queſtion. 

euill ſpirits. So did Kinge Saulewhen 

oing to the feeld , hee hirſt askt coun- 
laile by the holy Prieſt, whoſe ſhould 
theday bee, the Philiſtines or his : bur 
when God made that wicked Prince 
no an{weare, neither by /rim, by Pro- 
phers,nor by dream, forthwith a®Wiz- a, 5, 
zard muſtbe (ought torel him, the cit= 38.17, 
ning woman of Ender muſt diſcloſe the 
cuent : ifnot the man of God, a witch 
muſt ſhew him fatures.and it the Lord 
willnot reſolue him, the Deuill ſhal do 
it for him : ſeckemee a woman (fayth 
Saule) that hatha familiar ſpirir. And 
ſotothis day (God knowerh)thereare 
too many, Which not content with 
that which God hath raughtthem,muſt 
runne to Coniurers, and lecke Magitt- 
ans out, to knowe what things ſhall at- 
terwards befall them , what maruage, 
children, wealth, and kinde ofdeath : 
vnwile to ſue roſuch a kinde of wiſe- 
men, and curſt to hane hels mouth ro 
bee theyr Oracle : yet hether runnes 


mans reſtleſſe curiolitie , which is nor 
latisfhed 


{! 
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ſatisfied with that which God deline* 
reth. I hezyare hard beſteade that for 
goudturnes, crovwch to the Diaell as 
Patrone: but\o doe they full oft which 
a.ke ot thingesto come.,and yet his an- 
{wearesare butlyes and errors, which 
they receiue inthele their inquilitions, 
\* © that the firſt harme which comes 
from theiedemaunds, is grofle deluli- 
ons1nthis world from the Dinell, 

And verily itthi; be the firſttfruite of 
theſe queſtions, fowle noted errours 
which >atan ſlillluggeſteth, when man 
will {carch imo Cods (ccret counſailes: 
it 1s not likel,;.but other evils will fol- 
lowe but God will plague this linne e- 
uen in the next worldeallo, Nam ®" 
equa nimeſt vi que al{ onaita eſſe Deus 
noſter volnt, impune homo excuiar , et 


ſapientte ſublinulitarem ( quam adorart 


non apprebenal volutt) 1h ipſa eterniaree- 
voltar . It is not fitthat ſinners (Fonld 
{cape (cot free, which will vnfold what 
Cod hath cioſeiy foulded,and (preada- 


bxoade what hee hath wrapt together, 
which 


for bis curious queſiios. 

whichneedes willpryc imo his bleſſed 

will, which hee woulde hauc trom all 

men ſhll concealed. Peter couid nut 

be i2norant of this danger : tor hee had 

heard Gods it arp & dreadtull doome, 

o that if the Leuntes offered but tolee, 

when by ron ſonnes the lanctuarie * Num 4- 
was foi:ded, nothing but death ihould 

explate thatlin: & he © had lerned what 
rivorous execution, God had pertour- 

med in wrath amongeſt the Beth:he- | 
mites, when y for one gla::nce into his ," gents 
ho'y Arke, aboue fiftiethouand were 
flaineby him at once: (o hot and zelous 
13 Gods inflamed wrath, when men 
will (1tt that which he would haue hid- 
den, when they will ranſ2cke more 
then he permitteth, 

Co that if within a fevy daves after 
th1s,our Sauiour reprooned the whole 
(ynod of the Apoſtles, for acking v'it 
q-# v9:#ertt, it it ſtood with Its good 
plealvre at that time to reſtore the 
kinzdome vnto [[raeil,hee muſt needes 
heere reprchend Saint Peters daurige- 
rous 
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rous queſtion of cur volwerir, what did 


perlwade or leade him , to make this 
difference betweene himlelfe and his 
fcllow:if the inquiring gt his wil were 
counted (o offenliue, to aske the caule 
of his will muſt needes bee more diſ- 
plealing, and vrgeour >auiour tore- 
rurnc his an{were,not with or vera 
referr , (irs this belongeth not to you, 
but with 2uidrua refers, Perer why 
askeſtthou ſucha queſtion? : 
And thus (right Honorable and be- 


 lonedin Chriſt leſus) you haue heard 


what it was which might induce ouc 
Sauiour,to taxe Saint Peer for making 
ſuch purſuite, in finding foorth the 
caule of his Lord and Maſters will :to 
witte, ifin it(elfe the queſtion were 
vnlawtull, if from his Sauiour no aun- 
(were could begotten, ifto the Que- 
ſtioniſt it might haue prooued obnoxi- 
ous, his maiſter had iuſt cauſeto con- 
trolehim in my text: and when hee 
ſought to learne and knowe the re- 
ſon, why 1ohn ſhould ſtay, and hee 

ſhould 


for his curious queſtion. 
ſhould die a martyr, to tell him Nihi 
ad re,thy queſtion 1s too curious. 

And heere the dialles hand would 
periwade mecto dilmiſſe you, asha- 
uing now read out the latter branch 
of that hirſt article which Chriſt dooth 
here obiect againſt Saint Perer for his 
treſpaſle rowards him: namely as firſt 
he deſerued tharpe reprehenlion, tor 
being curious in his maſters future 
workes,whilſt hee would learne what 
ſhould become of 1ohn, ſo heere howe 
he is checkte for ſitting of his will, 
whilſt hee will knowe why hee, not 
Tohn ſhould ſuffer. But becauleI holde 
ita great and groſle offence for mento 
reach theeare, and not to touch the 
heart, toinlighten the vnderſtanding, 
and not to mooue the affections, [ 
muſt needes by your patience tell you 
of one crime, which deſerues reproof 
amongſt vs Chriſtians , like this of Pe- 
zer5 controlled by our Sauior, It is true 
whicha © goodand holy Father of the 


Chuchſayth, that newinem Dews [ibe- * augattte. 


Fa8 
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rat mſuoraruita miſericorata , nec quen- 
| quam damnas miſe equiſS{ma Ternate, 
| there was nener man yet whome God 
recciued to plorie, but his telicitie did 
} ſpring from Nis meere mercle :1:or he 
| neuer did condemne a (inners {oule, 
bur hee read the ſentence out of his 

righteous Booke: and yet though our 
| ' condition which (tall bee in thenext 
| world, bee thus determined by Gods 
= moſt pertect iuſtice, f Muy funr qui 
: ws 029.29, Perferunart appernnt , Cur QUuum UNS &= 
{i inEuang, /iearvy als repellirur,thereareantber 
{\ Jobanns, jnthis world, andin cuerie place r00 
many,vhich doe not feare to a«k whar 

may beethe cauſe or realon, why God 

ſhould ſaue ſome men, and yer con- 

demne ſome other, like thoſe which 

' woonder amongſt old /-/ae chi'dren, 
' *$ar.r6.6 When * Symnel came from God to an- 
| | 1t- noynt a King , why hee chooſe poore 
x Dau, a little (hepheard-boy , and paſt 
| by E:1b,that goodly nan of perſon : or 


il ea Ike « goo0J /9/-2h, which when his fa- 


| 18, ther /acob , with his weaketremÞb!t13 
: hands 


for his curious queſlion . 


hands bleſſing his hope-tull Nephews, 
preterd young Ep.1rarm betore Manaſ- 
{e> the eider, askt what he meant to lay 
his armes (0 crolle, with his leite hand 
on the firſt-burne,, and his right hande 
on the younger: or like thoſe curious 
pon which tayne woulde hnde the 
aule, why Chriſt « amongeſtthe Ger- 
Fo would caſtc Diuels | out of {tran- 
ers, and yet at his owne Tablelene 
nn enter into /udas, Now whereas Pe- 
ter would learne of Chriſt the caule, of 
luinge or dyinge 1n this vilde brickJe 
world:iothele men will ſtrive that Cod 
may ſhewe a reaſon, why tome (hall 
line orperiih inthe next. But lette me 
rell you. O good Chriſtians let mee tell 
you . it Chriſte did checke Saint Peters 
queſtion here, for asking but the cauſe 
of things which were in this life : (ure- 
Iy if yorr will call GOD to his an- 
ſweare for the other, whye hee or- 
d1vnes our ©on!les to payne or oye, 
hee can not chooſe bur plague fuch 
buulde impictic, ſuch curious que- 


« Ma:,8.1k 


Y Luc.z2.3 


 ſhions 


Chriſts checks ro $, Peter, 
ſtiss maynot go long vnpuniſhed. For 
what is there ({ beleech you) inthis 
demand of Saint Peters, which did ex- 
tort ourSauiours reprehenl(ion, but it 
isas much, nay farre much more in 
yours, when you will askethe cauſe of 
Gods decrees? was his vnlawtull, and 
did it not beſeeme him,vnto his Lorde 
and maſter to make (o vainea motion? 
whyyoursis worſe, your queſtion is 
more vnhiting for * ſhall man preſume 

, —_— to call Codroareckoning,or - the ſer- 

* Math.zo Want askean auditte of his maſter, why 

15. thus or ſo hee hath beſtowed his (ub- 
NE ſtance? brepir amphora C> dum rota ver- 
Oratuns ._ - : . 

rirur, exis vrceus, the potter (itting 
downe to worke, did meaneto make 
a flaggon,but in turningot his wheele, 
it proued an ill-ſhaped pitcher: c ſhall 

*Ron9. theclay ſtart 'P, and pleade the matter 

*EGy1o, With the work-man ? what « ſhall the 

15. toole exult againſt the Carpenter, or 

the ſaw againſt him that heates it in the 

timber ? what ſhallthe roddereliſt a» 

rk, oc te fetcdipme 
| Wi 


for his curious queſtion. 
with him that holdes it for to walke 
with ? O no beloued in our Sauiour 
leſus Chriſte, < the creature muſte not « gom, s: 
pleade with him that did create it, nor 20s 
man acke reaſons of Gods eternall cou- 
cels. Ifhee hate fEſau, yea inhis mo-'Rom.s.. 
thers wombe , why s mayhenotwith,,,. .-"" 
his own do that whichis his pleaſure? TX 
h 7s 1 qnoridiana beſttarum mactarione, 1 
mmiu5t1 eſſe nolumnus, nec ſumus : dei tamen gQcauone 
reſpect u nos , non ſumustantt , quanrt no- genuum. 
bis vel minimus culex, Wee Whichfor 
our (uſtenance kill ſheepe, and ſlay the 
Oxen,yet wilnot be thought iniurious 
in this {laughter : and yer (God wotts) 
the beſt ofall mans ofspring, is no whit 
better (it the reference be ro God then 
15to vsthe (maleſt gnarte or flye: if wee 
kill theſe and putto deathar pleaſure, 
i! God whichdid once conclude all vn-i Rem. tr, 


derſinne, may well reiet ſome men Jo. 
for their miſdooings. | 
And if God « vill take 7acob into fa- * Rom. rt. 
13, 


uour , why may he not ? when lintull |, 1,o, oe 


mortall man, may in domum ſua rect- vocatione 


ner worry —_ 
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pere ant excludere quem vilr er quia vals, 
receijue and entertaine vnder his Cot- 
taperoote, orelſe exclude and ſhntte 
forth ofhis doores, what man hee will 
and yet not giveaccount, butonely 
this I will becauſe | will. If this bee 
fawfullfor vspoore men on earth, why 
hould it be denyed toGodthe King of 
heauen? why will you aske hisrea- 
fons? this is too much vnſeeming . 
Or were this queſtion lawtull that 
you might ſearch the cauſe, why God 
electeth one & yer rejects another, yet 
what a bootleſſe workeis this? totoyle 
yourreſtleſſeſoules, in ſ{eekinge that 
which you can neuer finde? Coulde 
Perer learne from Chriſt, what made 
him ſo determine, that 7-/- (konldliue 
to honourable age, and hee muſtneeds 
bee martyred? No,no:youſeeche is 
checkt, but neuer anſweared,he could 
not reach ſuch knowledge , Nomore 
ſhall you when your audacious hearts, 
haue curionſlye centred the depth of 


Cods oreat 1orkes, be euer ableto at- 
raync 


for his curious quetion, 


eayneſuchskill, as for to finde why hee 
hath thus decreed = lberarur ſanepars, 
hominum parte percume : ſed quareho- þ,jcm, 
T1 mf: 7eus ſur et non illorum Deus, nul- 
la ſcrentia comprehenJere pote#7. 
[tis true indeede, God chooſet}h 
ſome, and reprobate thothers : one in 
the field thall icape, another mult bee 
damned : one n grinding ws in the mul * [u%eet7. 
ſha!lgoe to1oyes; another vRto tor - 43499 
ments: in the lelte-ſame bed one (hall 
be(aued, and the other bee reiccted: 
bur why this man goecth to heauen, 
« and that man muſtto hell , no mortall 
wight can ener know cthereaſon. 
Orſay your queſtion were lawtall, 
ya, and polsible that God world i tte ' 
you aske, and you might knowethe 
cauſes, why hee thus ordereth the 
ſoules of vs poore wretches,that {ome 
are veſlels of honour, lome of !thame: 
yet remember, I bel{eech you (eng lor 
his bleſſed akethar bought vs with HS » C:tginns 
bloud-ſhed.) Oremember holy Chri- — 
ſuans; that 0 Luum1n predeitinas; ONE et Av. 
Þ 4 4 $2914: 
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inquirits , diuine ſapientie adyra penetra- 
ris , quo ſi confidenter & ſecure prorum 
paris,nec quo curioſuratem veit ram ſatteris 
aſequemmi,& laberynthiicuins nullus re- 
perterur exitus, inzrediemini : When you 
raue {0 deepely into theſe hiddenor- 
ders,which by the Trinitie were all ſer 
downe in heauen, you take indeede a 
high aud ſtately flight, bur you (hal find 
your wings ſet on but with ſoft waxe: 
you (ecke darke (ecret cauſes, butthe 
eftects wil be contulion, once peeping 
intotheArke, will put you in great ha- 
zard. 

Whereforeright Honourable, right 
Worſhiptull,and beloued in our Saui- 
our,i{this one queſtion, which ſo ma- 
ny in theledayes,preſumptuouſly dare 
aske concerning our creatour , why 
whenallof vs equally are the worke- 
manſkip of his handes, yet ſomeare 
deſtinyed for heauen, & ſomefor hell, 
doth ſo much reſemble this queſtion 
of Saint Perers,when hexyould knowe 


why this ſhould bee Chriſts pleaſure, 
that 


for his curious queſtion. 

that hee muſtto the croſle, yet 79%n 
ſhoulde ſtill remaine : and lince you 
haue heard how worthie ofreprouing 
both that of Perers, andthis of yours is 
deemed: asin propounding , beeing 
queſtions too vnlawfull,tor getting an- 
lwere,paſt hope of polsibllitie: & laſtly 
in conlequent, exceeding tull of daune 
ger :lettemee in the meekel[t manner 
beleech you(holy Chriſtians)to learne 
that trom this Scripture,vhich once a 
holySaxon, writing the lite of leſus 
Chriſt our Sauiour, fayd Peters maſter 
Gould reach vs in this Text: that is, 
P witraea que 1liplacens non quaerere nec v Ludol- 
ln /qwam oporret circumſcrurari : COn- PRAISE 
tenting our (elues with Gods moſt fa- pan.z.cap. 
cred will., which heeſo loningly hath 73: 
taught in holy writte,neuer tolceke or 
ſiriue to knowe his pleaſure , which is 
kept ſecret in his owne bleſſed breaſt : 
much leſle to aske the cauſe, or ſearch 
the reaſo, why God determines thus or 
ſo ofthis creatures.Or if you kne:y nor 
him,or willnotneed his coun{e!l then 

© lifen 
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«&Ecd.3.12 liſten t09 7e/ws that famous ſonne of 57- 


33 rach,and hee will with you nor to (cek 
out hard things, nor ſped your thoghts 
in points r00 mightic for you:for whar 
needeyou learch thole things which 
are ſecret? to lift Gods hidden will, by 
no meanes call concerne you. 

But it you will ſtill vie this Curiof- 
tle,andneither precept norreaſon can 
withdraw you, thenImultrell you (e- 
uen tor mine own diicharge) thar God 
will one day obiect this {inne againſt 
you, as heere Chritt [cius reprooues it 
in Saint Peter, with Yuidaire? Perehty, 
why askeſtthou ſuch things? wiy.ma- 

keftt thou ſuch aqueſtion? 

It remainethafterthis ſecond branch 
of our Sauiours former article, unpu- 
redto the Apoſtle in this prelent viit- 
ration, Iſhoulde proceede im order to 
that which followeth, the {econde 
maine part ofthe ſubicct of his linne, 
which is his =:e--yiz his buſie medling 
inother mens affaires: for his queſtion 


is of /oþ»,and nothing ofhimleltc. = 


for his curious queſtion, ; 
left Tholde you ouer-long, inreading 
troomuchat once,[thinke ut expedient 
inregardthetime is paſt, betorelre- 
hearle the ſecond Article of ChriſtIe- 
las, (the cheete thepheard of theflock) 
againſt Saint Percrs queſtion, to pro- 
nounce fromthe great Law-giuer,vp- 
on your bleſied (oules, that heauenly 
benediction which hee entoyned by 
19/5, * whenhee commaunded vs to 
lay to you his people : 


rNumb.s., 
24.2536, 


The Lord God bleſse you, and _Abra= »% 
E Go deſend jor : the Lord make his 


ine ro ſhine amon?il you, and be mere 3 
eaſulþro you al: rhe Lordlift biscomfore 
iable conmtenance vpon you,and 
214e jou allhis enerlaſting 
peace. Amen, 
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